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BOOK REVIEWS

Strangers in a Stolen Land: Indians of San Diego County from Prehistory to the New 
Deal. By richard Carrico. san diego: sunbelt Publications, 2008. acknowledg-
ments, index, and references. 203 pp. $14.95 paper.

reviewed by Christian gonzales, department of History, University of Califor-
nia, san diego.

With this book richard Carrico has provided an accessible general history of 
san diego County’s native american peoples. this second edition includes new 
chapters focused on the period between 1880 and 1935. the wider chronological 
span allows Carrico to relate a more complete history that culminates with the 
resurgence of native communities in the twentieth century. In the opening chap-
ter, Carrico uses archaeological data to reach far into pre-history and reconstruct 
native economies and social organization. the remainder of the volume follows 
the complicated story that unfolded as native and Euro-americans confronted 
each other in san diego. Carrico explores native relations with Missions san diego 
and san luis rey, native social and economic change during the Mexican period, 
and native attempts to preserve lands after the United states took possession of 
California in 1848. though he gives attention to many groups including spanish 
and Mexican authorities, the Cahuilla, and the Cupeños, his greatest focus is on 
Kumeyaay and luiseño relations with americans.

Carrico argues that the Kumeyaay, luiseños, Cupeños, and Cahuillas have 
maintained distinct identities and communities despite the historical experi-
ence of social marginalization and land loss. through “revolt, appeasement, and 
cooperation” (p. x), natives negotiated and survived the onslaught of the spanish, 
Mexicans, and americans. Carrico explains that the mission system “sowed the 
seeds of destruction” through the disruption of native economies and the disloca-
tion of Indian villages. the ensuing Mexican period further circumscribed native 
economic patterns, while the american era witnessed more intense attempts by 
California politicians and local anglos to dispossess and disenfranchise Indians. 
Moreover, Carrico contends that through ineptitude and what he calls “benign 
neglect” the federal government abetted Indian land loss. 

Indians, however, fought or accommodated the forces arrayed against them. 
Carrico shows that the 1775 Mission san diego revolt, nineteenth-century Indian 
labor patterns, native leaders’ long struggles to secure reservations and native land 
titles, and the rise of Indian casinos in the twentieth century represent important 
manifestations of native agency. His endeavor to recount how Indians adapted to 
the destructive forces they faced captures well the perspectives of historic native 
peoples, and pays respect to the claims of contemporary san diego County natives 
that they have a unique and important history. 

Indeed, the most engaging parts of the book illuminate the historical actions 
of native people. Especially important are the discussions that reveal the varied 
strategies Indians employed to secure land rights and negotiate the upheavals 
caused by removal. For example, the san Pascual Kumeyaay leader Panto worked 
tirelessly from the mid 1830s to the early 1870s to defend Indian lands. He negoti-
ated with Mexican officials and “met with a constant parade of american officials” 



86

The Journal of San Diego History

(p. 119) in service of this goal. the luiseño leader olegario was similarly relentless 
in defense of land. He negotiated with anglos, pursued legal advice, and defied 
attempts to survey native lands. In 1875, he traveled to Washington, dC where he 
was able to secure an executive order from President Ulysses s. grant that estab-
lished reservations in san diego. Carrico also poignantly explains how natives 
survived brutal forced removals. after a poignant account of the 1903 removal of 
the Cupeños from Warner’s ranch, he explains that contemporary Cupeños still 
connect to their homeland through annual pilgrimages to the ranch’s sacred sites.  

such illustrations of the persistence of ethnic identity are unfortunately not 
accompanied by any deep discussion of native cultural change. an analysis of 
cultural change would have allowed Carrico to explore an intriguing aspect of 
the native experience, beyond efforts to protect lands. also, Carrico often argues 
that Euro-american erosion of native land had the concomitant effect of straining 
native cultures. Without describing how cultures were strained, the book leaves 
the reader in the dark about a vitally important part of san diego’s cultural history. 

Carrico’s work strikes a good balance between tracing the actions and perspec-
tives of specific groups, and cogently explaining how san diego’s many peoples 
have lived with each other over the last two centuries. Indeed, because his story of 
native negotiation of the historical growth of Euro-american social, political, and 
economic power is well ensconced within the larger history of san diego County, 
Carrico avoids the pitfall of becoming two dimensional. never does he imply 
that natives and anglos simply fought or resisted each other in a binary fashion. 
rather, he analyzes the complex ways Indian leaders worked with local anglos or 
negotiated with church, state, and federal officials to protect native interests. By 
distilling history in this way, Carrico has produced a volume with broad appeal 
and versatility. Strangers in a Stolen Land is appropriate for an undergraduate 
history course, but would also equally satisfy the interest of curious lay readers 
seeking knowledge of the history of san diego’s native american peoples.

The Archeology of Ethnogenesis:  Race and Sexuality in Colonial San Francisco. By 
Barbara l. voss. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008. Maps, illustrations, 
appendices, notes, bibliography, and index. 400 pages. $45 cloth.

reviewed by robert J. Chandler, senior research Historian, Wells Fargo Bank.

Barbara voss, a stanford professor, used thirteen years’ experience digging 
up the Presidio of san Francisco to illustrate how “archeology provides a broader 
and more inclusive perspective on the emergence of Californio identity” (p. 111). 
studied analysis of human refuse brings “a persistent focus” and “long-term per-
spective on social life” (p. 121). voss is the first scholar to be “substantively engaged 
with presidios as institutional sites for the cultural negotiation of colonial social 
identity” (p. 112). Her thesis is easily summarized: the evolution of the culture of 
the Presidio of san Francisco from 1776 to 1821 was a “transition from casta to Cali-
fornio” (p. 7). that is, the settlers rose from the bottom of a racially-ranked society 
in northern Mexico to become “People of reason” in alta California. 

Captain Juan Bautista de anza recruited settlers for alta California mostly 
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from around Culiacán, sinaloa, and Fuerte, sonora, areas suffering from crop 
failures and Indian attack.  Families making the long overland trek averaged 
four children, for the colony needed to perpetuate itself.  on July 26, 1776, 
193 men, women, children (about twice the number on the Mayflower in 1620) 
arrived at the bleak Presidio site, recently cleared of local inhabitants by inter-
tribal war. the troops immediately set to work “to secure indigenous lands as 
colonized space” in an area surrounded by Indians (p. 147). not surprisingly, 
securing these lands and establishing domination over local native americans 
involved exploitative labor relations, the creation of fortified spaces, and both the 
threat and practice of physical violence. “Colonial ethnogenesis,” voss astutely 
observes, “can be understood only within this context of intercultural interac-
tion, exploitation, and violence” (p. 47).  

Furthermore, voss perceptively notes, “the military settlers shaped a new 
land for themselves and shaped themselves to fit this new land” (p. 147). the first 
adjustment by these people of mixed Mexican Indian, african, and European heri-
tage was to abandon the casta system that fixed social rank through an elaborate 
system of racial composure. When asked, settlers gave themselves better parental 
antecedents and after twenty years, ignored the stratifications altogether. Casta 
had no meaning in a small, isolated population. In place of the system of casta, 
the colonizing population created a new identity through everyday practices like 
building styles, fashion, and cuisine. In each of these instances, non-Indian resi-
dents of the presidio created a material culture that indicated their distinction 
from, as well as their domination over, the indigenous population.

Indeed, the material artifacts of presidio life reveal the emergence of a Cali-
fornio identity while pointing to how Indians were marginalized through the 
process of ethnogenesis. “Each body of archeological evidence examined in this 
study,” voss declares, “must be considered in light of the substantial number of 
paid, impressed, and captive native Californians upon whose labor the colonists 
depended” (p. 82). through the eighteenth century, it appears, ten Indians were 
always at work around the quadrangle, while in the nineteenth century, their 
numbers grew to thirty.  yet, colonists did not house these laborers among them, 
for Indians had been no friends in Mexico. only ten of the 465,000 artifacts found 
were Indian. 

In the third chapter, voss details population but neglects to apply these num-
bers when analyzing artifacts. From 1776 to 1821, the Presidio of san Francisco 
averaged 140 people (half of whom were children) divided into 40 households, 
including thirty soldiers. Her generalized conclusions, therefore, rest on only 
seventy adults, and probably fewer. two thirds of the troops were always away on 
detached duty, leaving women, who were without formal political power or mili-
tary rank, in the majority.

the nature of this population invites questions. Captain anza’s frontier 
soldiers began life as uneducated rural farmers and ranchers, not artisans. they 
were good at what they knew, but not at creating material culture. the Presidio 
went through three enlargements of the quadrangle, but due to poor clay from 
the site and lack of building skills, each adobe wall stood for only a few years. 
Homemade pottery exhibits the same low quality. For clothing, dishes, tools, and 
some food, the small colony depended on supply ships from Mexico. their mate-
rial culture came to them.
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throughout this study, Barbara voss’s skill with archeological material leads 
to perceptive interpretations from a scanty record. Her ceramic and food analy-
ses are keen, as is her “landscape Portrait” (pp. 163-170) of Juana Briones, the 
subject of Jeanne Mcdonnell’s 2008 biography. voss’s survey of anthropological 
ideology makes The Archeology of Ethnogenesis valuable as a class text, but for the 
general reader, John P. langelier and daniel B. rosen’s 1996 history of the Presi-
dio is a good adjunct.

Gold Rush Port: The Maritime Archaeology of San Francisco’s Waterfront. By James P. 
delgado. Berkeley: University of California, 2009. Bibliography, illustrations, index, 
appendices, and notes. xiv + 238 pp. $45.00 cloth.

reviewed by lawrence E. Babits, Professor and director of Program in Mari-
time studies, East Carolina University.

Gold Rush Port is an important text with the potential for classroom use. James 
delgado effectively blends a theoretical approach and explanation while relating 
history and how historians have viewed the maritime world. In the process, he 
also shows how to manage cultural resources in an urban setting.

delgado explicitly sees the ocean as the connection between points, not as a 
barrier. thus, for gold rush san Francisco, the ocean is what made the port city 
possible. given the length and irregularity of overland transportation in 1849, the 
regularity and predictability of rapid oceanic transport was the key to creating a 
worldwide network of suppliers and consumers linked to san Francisco. delgado 
tests his assumptions against the Klondike gold rush town, dawson City, which 
did not succeed as an entrepot, in large measure because it was not directly con-
nected to the sea but was at the end of a long, intermittent route that ultimately 
caused it to wither. this concept that the ocean facilitates communication and is 
not an obstruction is one that many so-called maritime historians do not grasp. 
they need to read what delgado has to say in his first three chapters.

delgado sets standards to guide development of any waterfront or harbor. the 
failures and successes of development and historical/archaeological preservation 
are related without blame or hysteria in Chapter 6. His arguments make sense 
without attributing present shortcomings to past developments. delgado’s theo-
retical premises are backed up by solid archaeological information derived from 
over thirty years of intermittent, site specific archaeology that he weaves together 
into a concrete, easily understood whole relating to san Francisco’s first ten years 
(1848-1858). 

the text concentrates on four sites, the Niantic, the General Harrison, the Hoff 
store, and sansome street. the Niantic was utilized as a storeship, then abandoned, 
and then “rediscovered” several times because planners repeatedly assumed that 
prior construction activity had destroyed the vessel. Here is an object lesson for non-
archaeologists to consider when approving development without first testing the site. 

the Hoff store was on pilings adjacent to another storeship. the store burned 
in a catastrophic fire on 4 May 1851, and the resultant burial of the site sealed its 
contents for late twentieth century archaeologists to compare with the documen-
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tary records. It was somewhat remarkable for its “stratigraphic and/or contextual 
integrity” (p. 129). tightly dated to 1849-51, the site demonstrated the transforma-
tion to an urban center.

the third site was 343 sansome street, another structure associated with the 4 
May 1851 fire. It was buried and then buried deeper under 1906 earthquake debris. 
spatial distributions within the site allowed interpretation of storage areas, living 
quarters, and sales zones within the store.

the General Harrison was another storeship excavated in 2001. not all the site 
could be excavated because it extended onto other property where mitigation of 
impact was not possible. there was mixing of materials from the 1851 and 1906 
catastrophes in some places. a variety of excavation techniques were necessary 
due to the wet soil that created such good preservation. Comparing archaeological 
finds with newspaper advertisements made it possible to show how diverse the 
cargo points of origin were, demonstrating the connections san Francisco had to 
the wider maritime world.

Even though he concentrated on only four sites, delgado has brought the 
waterfront back to life and given the artifacts a real context, the maritime world of 
mid-nineteenth century san Francisco. the final chapter is a very good summary 
of what was presented in the text and reinforces points made throughout. 

appendix 3 is an important addition that contains eleven pages of “recon-
structed” cargo stored aboard the General Harrison from 1849 to 1851. this supports 
delgado’s interpretation that the merchants brought in essential goods, such as 
food, clothing, and building materials, in great quantity, while alcohol and other 
luxuries were present in much smaller quantities. From this sort of data, delgado 
shows that the merchants were working to establish a strong, or perhaps steady, 
economy, rather than going for a quick profit.

It is interesting that delgado did not explore the types of ships that became 
storeships, although he did provide a listing of the age, size, and construction site 
for 104 of these vessels. of the 86 vessels counted under construction date, 80 (90%) 
were built in 1840 or earlier, indicating that they were probably at the end of their 
active sailing careers. It is just as telling that only 7 vessels were built in 1820 or 
earlier, showing something of the age of vessels rounding the Horn.

the book will stand the test of time, both as history and as a guide for manag-
ing resources. It also deserves a place in the classroom for showing students the 
richness of harbor environments.

A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir. By donald Worster. new york: oxford 
University Press, 2008. sketches, photos, notes, bibliography, and index. 535 pp. 
$34.95 cloth. 

reviewed by Benjamin r. Jordan, visiting assistant Professor, department of 
History and Political science, Christian Brothers University.

the typical biography of John Muir has focused on his wilderness wander-
ings, nature writings, and yosemite national Park activism. By contrast, donald 
Worster’s balanced examination of his long life sets the preservation champion 
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within the revealing context of Muir’s other three careers. First, young John 
was a promising and diligent inventor and engineer. His niche was improving 
efficiency in machines at lumber mills. second, Muir’s desire to design machines 
and understand how they functioned paralleled his scientific study of nature’s 
inner workings via the disciplines of botany and geology (particularly glaciol-
ogy). a scientist-engineer’s mindset and the need to support his many nature 
expeditions, writing projects, and wife and two daughters drove Muir’s third 
career as capitalist farmer. John married into a prospering farm family and spent 
much of his adult life expertly and scientifically managing a large fruit-exporting 
ranch in California. Worster demonstrates that Muir did not in principle oppose 
– and in many ways facilitated and depended on – industrialization, technology, 
capitalist agriculture, and human development of natural resources. 

Worster’s primary arguments are that “Muir was a liberal, a democrat, and 
a conservationist,” and that liberal democracy, human rights, personal liberty, 
and social equality infused the nature conservation movement that Muir helped 
inspire (p. 6). the author provides convincing evidence that Muir can be called 
a liberal in terms of being open to new ideas or reforms – such as his belief that 
nature was benign and constantly changing beyond human control. Moreover, 
Muir’s criticisms of “commercialism” and his efforts to reform a modernizing 
society through government intervention shared much in common with other 
liberal reformers of the gilded age and Progressive Era. 

Worster argues that Muir did not fit neatly into either the preservation 
(which the author curiously and narrowly defines as “non-use of resources”) 
or conservation (“wise use of resources”) camp, but Worster generally refers to 
him as a conservationist (p. 308). What tied him to other conservationists of the 
period was their mutual rejection of wasteful or excessive exploitation of natural 
resources. Muir departed from many but not all fellow conservation travelers in 
stressing that nature was a spiritual and mental resource for humans as much as 
a source of material wealth, and that plants and animals had human-like aware-
ness and emotions that undergirded their independent right to exist and thrive. 
Worster insists that Muir, contrary to popular belief, never defined wilderness 
as a pristine place with no trace of human presence. Muir’s affinity for “extraor-
dinary” landscapes in which an over-civilized person could spiritually and 
mentally regenerate himself by studying nature’s beautiful transformations and 
his gradual rejection of ranching and dam-building in yosemite national Park, 
though, complicate Worster’s claim. William rollins’ explanation of “modern-
ist” environmental activists who preferred clearly demarcated wilderness and 
civilized areas seems to fit Muir more than does William Cronon’s call for a 
wilderness that incorporates human labor. 

Worster, in this reader’s opinion, too willingly defines Muir’s nature philoso-
phy as being egalitarian or concerned with social equality. Worster does point 
out that Muir (worth a surprising four million present-day dollars at his death) 
failed to express awareness and criticism of the effects of capitalism, imperial-
ism, and early globalization on the environment. Muir seemed most comfortable 
mingling with america’s rich and powerful capitalists, politicians, and intel-
lectuals. Muir was less racist and sexist than the typical white man of his era; 
however, he rarely got his hands dirty fighting for the rights of women or the 
african americans or native americans he encountered. Worster occasionally 
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cites key feminist and critical race studies perspectives on environmental history, 
but he fails to fully utilize them to rethink his characterizations of Muir and the 
conservation movement. Carolyn Merchant’s Death of Nature and vera norwood’s 
Made from this Earth: American Women and Nature, missing from Worster’s bibli-
ography, could shed intriguing feminist light on Muir’s scientific view of nature. 
the cited works of david spence, Karl Jacoby, and Kevin deluca and anne 
demo suggest that Muir’s efforts to set aside extraordinary (formerly native 
american) landscapes for the benefit of better-off park visitors was not really 
egalitarian or focused on “the pulling down of so many oppressive hierarchies 
that once plagued the world” (pp. 417 and 465). Current environmental justice 
activists might well consider Muir to be a villain as much as a hero. 

Worster’s biography is too long for undergraduates, but environmental 
historians and graduate students will profit from its fuller picture of Muir’s life 
and nature beliefs. the general reader will be enticed by Worster’s captivat-
ing narrative, which reads delightfully like a grand adventure through a range 
of distinct landscapes in the genre of Muir’s hero, alexander von Humboldt. 
Feminist scholars and historians who focus on issues of race, though, may be 
left with the impression that Muir and his impacts on modern environmental-
ism remain elusive.

Water and the West: The Colorado River Compact and the Politics of Water in the 
American West. By norris Hundley, Jr. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975. 
second Edition, 2009. Bibliography, notes, appendix, index, illustrations, maps, and 
tables. xvi + 415 pp. $24.95 paper.

reviewed by theodore a. strathman, lecturer, department of History, Univer-
sity of san diego.

scholars and lay readers who wish to understand the politics of the Colo-
rado river and the historical origins of today’s water crises will welcome the 
new edition of norris Hundley’s Water and the West. Hundley’s work is one of 
the founding texts of western water historiography and preceded by a decade 
important works like donald Worster’s Rivers of Empire and Marc reisner’s Cadil-
lac Desert. this second edition features a new preface and epilogue that help 
place Hundley’s original work in the context of recent developments in western 
water politics.

the focal point of this book is the Colorado river Compact, the 1922 agree-
ment among representatives of the seven states in the river’s drainage basin. 
Hundley describes the compact as the product of negotiations among a wide 
range of parties who recognized that interstate cooperation and compromise 
were necessary given competing interests and the uncertainties of western water 
law. since the development of the river involved national, state, and local gov-
ernments, one of Hundley’s key themes is the complex workings of federalism. 
While the compact has served as a model for other multi-party treaties, Hundley 
notes that the 1922 agreement could not prevent years of litigation and contro-
versy that have continued to the present. one of the major problems with the 
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compact, he argues, is that its drafters believed that haste was necessary. thus 
they based their allocations of water on incomplete data that proved to be inac-
curate.

drawing on an impressive array of primary sources, Hundley expertly traces 
the development of the key debates over the allocation of water. several interests 
converged to promote the development of the river. Imperial valley farmers, 
reclamation service engineers, private power companies, and los angeles city 
officials were among the earliest advocates. Meanwhile, upper basin states like 
Utah and Wyoming worried that California, given its large population and 
advanced economy, would utilize the lion’s share of the river’s flow before the 
less developed states could begin significant diversions. Upper basin states 
feared that the doctrine of prior appropriation (“first in time, first in right”) could 
effectively shut them out of significant Colorado water rights.

these factors helped inspire the idea for a compact among the basin states. 
delegates failed to agree on how to divide the Colorado’s water until they broke 
the impasse by splitting the basin into two sections and apportioning water to 
each of these instead of making allocations to individual states. as Hundley 
notes, though, triumph for the delegates remained elusive, as ratification by the 
states proved to be more difficult than they had anticipated. the 1928 Boulder 
Canyon act sidestepped arizona’s continued reluctance to approve the agree-
ment by allowing ratification of the compact by only six states, but conflict would 
continue in the courts for nearly forty years. 

the new epilogue explores a number of developments in the Colorado river 
Basin since the 1960s. according to Hundley, by that time it was clear that the 
compact could not provide for unrestricted development in the basin. this real-
ity was rendered even more apparent by the 1990s, when new data cast doubt on 
whether basin states could rely on their previous estimates of river flow. Fur-
thermore, global warming threatens western water supplies. such developments 
helped inspire agreements in 2007 among basin states that would allow the 
upper basin to release less water to the lower basin during periods of drought, 
thus suggesting that arizona, California, and nevada will have to “share the 
discomfort of water shortages” in the future (p. 313). Increasing pressures on Col-
orado river users have also led to conservation measures and the drive for water 
transfers. as Hundley observes, the long history of struggles over the Colorado 
suggests that any efforts to pursue new sources or renegotiate agreements of 
allocation are likely to involve decades of bargaining and litigation.

Hundley’s book is indispensible for those who wish to understand the com-
plex legal and political foundation of Colorado river water usage. some readers 
may find that Hundley’s book is overly celebratory of the development of water 
resources. While he does acknowledge that “perhaps too many” (p. xv) dams 
have been built on the Colorado and that water projects do bring environmen-
tal costs, the book does not seem to thoroughly question the perspective of its 
protagonists that development of the river was fundamentally good. Critics of 
urban and suburban development in the West (and those who find value in the 
region’s arid landscapes) may cringe at Hundley’s choice of words when he con-
cludes that a “great deal of the West has been condemned to remain a desert” 
(p. x). this reservation aside, Water in the West still stands as an excellent piece of 
political history. 
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Big Daddy:  Jesse Unruh and the Art of Power Politics. By Bill Boyarsky. Berkeley, 
Ca:  University of California Press, 2008. Illustrations, index, and notes.  xii+265 
pp. $29.95 cloth.

reviewed by robert W. Cherny, Professor of History, san Francisco state University.

Jesse Unruh was one of the most powerful forces in post-World War II Cali-
fornia politics, a larger-than-life figure who transformed both the speakership of 
the state assembly and the legislature itself. raised in poverty on a texas share-
cropper cotton farm, he used the gI Bill after the second World War to acquire an 
education and then began a lifetime in politics, running unsuccessfully for the 
California assembly twice before gaining election in 1954. He became chair of the 
Committee on Finance in his second term, chair of the powerful Ways and Means 
Committee during his third term, and speaker in his fourth term, serving from 
1961 to 1969. He lost elections for governor in 1970 and for mayor of los angeles 
in 1973, then was elected as state treasurer in 1974 and reelected until his death in 
1987. during his heyday as speaker, he was undeniably the most powerful figure in 
the state next to the governor, which was as Unruh thought it should be.

Bill Boyarsky reported on state politics for the aP and for the los angeles Times 
beginning in 1961, just as Unruh began his tenure as speaker. His biography of 
Unruh is based in significant part on his own experiences with Unruh and the 
legislature, and on the experiences of others he knew as a sacramento reporter, as 
well as research in the archives and interviews with participants. In a few places, 
the book reads more like a memoir than a typical biography.  

Boyarsky gives us a good picture of this complex personality. Unruh’s drive 
for power, according to Boyarsky, was fueled by an anger that was always near 
the surface, an anger over social injustice that went back to his poverty-stricken 
childhood. His commitment to social justice was coupled with a willingness to use 
government to solve society’s problems, an attitude typical of many in the genera-
tion that came to political maturity during the new deal and second World War. 
to address social injustice, Unruh sought power, and he built a political organiza-
tion that provided a model for later speakers. Before today’s stringent reporting 
laws for political contributions, Unruh and his close associates collected large 
sums from lobbyists and interest groups and used it to support campaigns for the 
assembly so that many – probably the large majority – of the assembly’s democrats 
owed Unruh a political debt. His anger over social injustice led to such measures 
as the Unruh Civil rights act and the lanterman-Petris-short act, which trans-
formed the state’s role in commitment and care procedures for the mentally ill. 
His commitment to the role of the legislature in policy-making led to the creation 
of the full-time legislature with adequate pay and an adequate and professional 
staff. Under his leadership, legislative hearings became important ways of securing 
information to guide policy formation.  

at the same time, Unruh was thin-skinned, never forgetting what he consid-
ered a slight, and given to snap decisions, some of which he later regretted. He was 
probably an alcoholic and definitely a womanizer at a time when the press did not 
pay much attention to such behavior.  always a political moderate, he anticipated 
that the rumford act would alienate working-class, white democrats. as a cen-
trist and cold warrior, he had little use for the liberals of the California democratic 
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Council. nonetheless, he turned against the vietnam War and became a leading 
supporter of robert Kennedy in the 1968 democratic primaries.

Boyarsky’s approach gives the book an episodic character that occasionally 
leaves important questions unanswered. Chapter 5 deals with Unruh’s first term as 
an assembly member and provides a revealing picture of the nature of life for state 
legislators at that time – poorly paid, living away from their families, dependent 
on lobbyists for free meals and drinks, with lots of late-night carousing. In the next 
chapter, we read about the Unruh civil rights bill of 1959, when Unruh used his 
considerable power as chair of the Ways and Means Committee to push through 
the legislation – but we learn nothing about how Unruh gained that important 
committee position. the following chapter jumps to the rumford Fair Housing act 
of 1963, by which time Unruh was in his second term as speaker. again, we learn 
nothing about how Unruh garnered the votes to put him into the speaker’s chair. 
this, however, is my most serious criticism of the book. overall, it presents a well 
rounded and thoughtful portrait of one of California’s most important political 
figures of the past half-century and of the political world in which he operated.

Reforming Suburbia: The Planned Communities of Irvine, Columbia, and the Wood-
lands. By ann Forsyth. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005. Bibliography 
and Index. xv + 379 pp. $37.95 paper. $30.00 ebook.

reviewed by louise nelson dyble, assistant Professor, department of social 
sciences, Michigan technological University.

 
With this exploration of three important suburban communities, ann Forsyth 

has made a significant contribution to urban history and the history of planning. 
Her analysis of Irvine, California, Columbia, Maryland, and the Woodlands, 
texas also provides a challenging and provocative resource for planning profes-
sionals, developers, and policy-makers. While her very sympathetic portrayal of 
these ambitious undertakings will no doubt inspire controversy, her insights and 
opinions are impeccably informed by thorough and thoughtful research.

Forsyth explores one of the rarest and most revealing of twentieth-century 
development enterprises: the wholesale creation of an entirely new community. 
these communities are the products of the “new town” movement that emerged 
in a brief interlude during the 1960s when federal incentives, private investment 
capital, and cutting-edge planning theory converged. they were self-conscious 
efforts to design places accommodating all the needs of a community, from hous-
ing, to jobs, to commerce and recreation – and to do so in a way that countered 
the negative associations with “sprawl.” 

While Forsyth provides the reader with a solid account of the historical 
context and precedents that informed these communities, she focuses her efforts 
on detailing their conception and execution. With sensitivity to the complexities 
of business administration and local politics, her book affords the reader with 
a view of the long process of negotiation and adaptation involved in large-scale 
development. In the process, she paints vivid and compelling portraits not only 
of the celebrated visionaries at the helm of these complex undertakings, but also 
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the crew who actually navigated the course toward their realization. 
Irvine ranch is the largest of the three communities that Forsyth studies, and its 

development also has the deepest historical roots. the transition of the ranch from 
a profitable agricultural enterprise to an ambitious “new community” and eventu-
ally the heart of a major city involved a wide variety of public and private agencies 
and institutions. the Irvine Foundation, formed in 1937, helped preserve the size of 
the holding even as public infrastructure investments made it highly desirable for 
development; Forsyth remarks that it “certainly would have developed eventually” 
(p. 61). When the Irvine Company (owned by the Foundation) hired architects Wil-
liam Pereira and associates in 1959 and began developing designs for development 
in conjunction with ongoing plans for a new University of California campus, that 
eventuality became imminent. However, it was what happened after the decision 
to develop the property that is most interesting. Forsyth effectively portrays the 
stunning complexity of decision-making, from the initial planning in the 1960s to 
the marketing and construction of the early housing and facilities in the 1970s (“the 
place where urban sprawl ends”), to the sale of the company in 1977 and the diffu-
sion of control over Irvine’s planning in the late 1980s. tax policy and environmental 
regulations; local political and governmental developments; outside industrial and 
business interests; ideology—“transformation in perceptions of the land” (p. 99); and 
the personalities of the company’s constantly shifting leadership all significantly 
shaped the form and function of Irvine over time. 

Forsyth traces the development of Columbia and the Woodlands in just as 
much detail. Columbia was the pet project of James rouse, one of the most influen-
tial and successful commercial developers of the late twentieth century. Columbia 
reflected his personal dedication to the project and willingness to sacrifice profit-
ability for the sake of its integrity as a planned community with social as well as 
economic purposes. the Woodlands, developed by oil mogul george Mitchell, was 
the most environmentally oriented of the three, designed to reconcile development 
with the sensitive ecology of an important natural watershed. It reflected the ideas 
of Ian McHarg, just one among several important thinkers who play a role in 
Forsyth’s story. the Woodlands also manifested some of the core evolving prin-
ciples of environmental planning and landscape architecture.

at one level, Forsyth’s account of compromise and contingency in the process 
of development seems to belie her claim that these new communities represent 
coherent manifestations of planning and design. In particular, the reader wonders 
if the role of government, particularly in providing crucial infrastructure (espe-
cially highways), does not deserve more consideration. yet in the end her argument 
is persuasive; while never fully or perfectly realized, the success of these commu-
nities does represent important evidence for the power of private sector initiative 
and comprehensive planning. Forsyth’s conclusions are hopeful: she portrays these 
new communities as the products of farsighted pioneers who contributed signifi-
cantly to the goal of achieving more sustainable and livable suburbs and reining in 
the chaos of sprawl.

this is a challenging and dense book that is best appreciated by a reader 
already familiar with post-World War II suburban development and planning. 
It might have benefited from a judicious abridgement. still, time invested in a 
close reading will pay off.  the book is guaranteed to inspire heated discussion 
in graduate seminars and offers many thought-provoking insights to planning 
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and development professionals as well as urbanists across disciplines. Intrepid 
southern California readers, most of whom deal with both the advantages and 
disadvantages of suburban communities on a daily basis, will find the ideas that 
inform them and the story of their conception and execution fascinating as well.

 

BOOK NOTES

The California Deserts: An Ecological Rediscovery. By Bruce M. Pavlik. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 2008. xii + 365 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, 
bibliography, index. $27.50, paper. this volume explores the ecology of California’s 
three desert regions: the great Basin, the Mojave, and the sonoran. Bruce Pavlik 
examines how these regions gave rise to endemic species and considers the adap-
tations plant, animal, and human communities have made to these arid lands.

The Chumash World at European Contact: Power, Trade, and Feasting among Complex 
Hunter-Gatherers. By lynn H. gamble. Berkeley: University of California Press, 
2008. xiv + 361 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95. 
lynn gamble, a professor of anthropology at the University of California santa 
Barbara, focuses on social organization, economic practices, and politics among the 
Chumash of the santa Barbara area.

Everyone Had Cameras: Photography and Farmworkers in California, 1850–2000. 
By richard steven street. Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press, 2008. xvi 
+ 719 pp. Photographs, notes, and index. $105 cloth, $34.95 paper. Professional 
photographer richard steven street’s book examines both the historical evolution 
of photography pertaining to farm workers and how photographers shaped the 
public’s understanding of agricultural labor and the farm workers’ movement. He 
considers the work of well-known figures like ansel adams and dorothea lange 
as well as the photography of countless amateurs who documented California 
agriculture.

Making an American Festival: Chinese New Year in San Francisco’s Chinatown. By 
Chiou-ling yeh. Berkeley, University of California Press, 2008. xiv + 315 pp. $60 
cloth, $24.95 paper. this book uses Chinese new year celebrations in san Francisco 
to explore the creation and expression of ethnic identity after the second World 
War. yeh suggests that during the Cold War the local Chinese community used 
these festivals to declare a patriotic american identity and proclaim opposition 
to the communist regime in China. By the 1970s and 1980s, though, Chinese new 
year celebrations became contested ground, as some groups challenged the control 
of the Chinatown elite over the content and meaning of these festivals.

New Deal Art in Arizona. By Betsy Fahlman. tucson: University of arizona Press, 
2009. xvi + 203 pp. $49.95 cloth. Photographs, map, notes, bibliography, and index. 
Betsy Fahlman examines photographs, paintings, and sculpture produced by various 
new deal agencies. she considers both the way the new deal created new opportuni-
ties for artists and how the work they produced helped shape the state’s identity.
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Undermining Race: Ethnic Identities in Arizona Copper Camps, 1880-1920. By Phylis 
Cancilla Martinelli. tucson: University of arizona Press, 2009. xii + 225 pp. Map, 
table, photographs, notes, bibliography, and index. $50 cloth. this volume focuses 
on Italian immigrants in three copper camps. Martinelli explores how this group 
did not fit neatly into either a “white” or “non-white” category and how they thus 
complicated their employers’ efforts to use racial distinctions to maintain control 
over the labor force.
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