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Charles C. Painter, Helen Hunt Jackson and the 
Mission Indians of Southern California

Valerie Sherer Mathes and Phil Brigandi

The Indian rights movement 
of the late nineteenth-century 
was led by a variety of dedi-
cated individuals–clergymen, 
former abolitionists, writers, 
educators, philanthropists, 
editors, and some Indians. 
One of the more powerful but 
lesser known Indian advocates 
was Charles Cornelius Coffin 
Painter.1 During the 1880s, he 
made several visits to villages 
and reservations in Southern 
California. The long letter 
below describes just a portion 
of his 1887 inspection tour 
through San Diego and what 
is now Riverside County.2 Born 
on March 21, 1833, in Draper’s 
Valley, Virginia, Painter was 
one of twelve children of 
George Painter, a Presbyterian 
clergyman, and his wife Jane 
B. (Temple) Painter. Like his 
father, C. C. Painter became a pastor, but in the Congregational Church. His early 
schooling was at Christiansburg Academy in Virginia. In 1854 he moved north, at-
tended Williams College in Williamstown, Massachusetts (1854 to 1858), graduated 
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with honors, and then studied at the Theological Institute of Connecticut. Follow-
ing his 1862 graduation,3 he was ordained at New Marlborough, Massachusetts 
on September 23, 1863. He married Martha Gibson on June 2, 1868, and shortly 
thereafter moved to Grand Haven, Michigan where he served as acting pastor for 
a year before moving on to Naugatuck, Connecticut. In 1873 he was called by a 
congregation at Stafford Springs, Connecticut. For as yet an unknown reason, late 
in 1878 Painter changed professions from preacher to teacher, becoming a Profes-
sor of Theology at Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. One of his tasks was to 
raise money for the theological department.4 

At the suggestion of Samuel Chapman Armstrong, founder of Virginia’s Hamp-
ton Institute, which like Fisk educated African-American students, Painter also 
served as the Washington, D.C. agent for the American Missionary Association 
(AMA), an appointment which eventually “led to an active interest in the other 
great problem of Indian Rights.”5 The 1880 census listed his occupation as editor; in 
March of that year he had been appointed editor and manager of the American Mis-
sionary, the association’s monthly magazine. In addition, he occasionally wrote for 
the magazine.6 He also served as corresponding secretary of the National Educa-
tion Committee.7

In 1880, Painter, his wife, and their eleven year old son, Charles,8 were living in 
Great Barrington, Massachusetts. Until Painter’s death, this would remain their 
permanent residence. Three years later, again at Armstrong’s suggestion, Painter 
was hired by the Boston branch of the Indian Rights Association (IRA). But since 
that branch, the first one, was undergoing organizational difficulties and unable 
to raise his salary as promised, he 
transferred in April 1884 to the central 
office in Philadelphia, beginning his 
decade long service as the association’s 
Washington, D.C. agent or lobbyist, 
but he was not “the smooth, ingratiat-
ing figure usually associated with the 
term ‘lobbyist.’” Herbert Welsh, the 
association’s founder, informed Arm-
strong that “[H]alf, or more than half, 
the value of our organization would be 
gone if Professor Painter left it.” His re-
ports “featured colorful and sometimes 
caustic descriptions of government 
personnel which made his pamphlets 
widely read on the reservations.” In 
addition to Painter’s investigative 
and writing skills, he was thoroughly 
acquainted with the Washington scene, 
obtaining information from the clerks 
and personnel of the Indian Office, 
adeptly tracing bills through Congress, and deciding where and when to exert 
pressure. He often conferred with President Grover Cleveland, interior secretaries 
and Indian commissioners.9 

Founded in 1882, the IRA joined the Women’s National Indian Association 

Helen Hunt Jackson, ca. 1880. Photo courtesy 
University of San Diego Special Collections.
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(WNIA), established in 1879, and the Lake Mohonk Conference created in 1883 
as the major proponents of the government’s policy of Indian assimilation.10 The 
latter, a three-day conference at the resort of Albert K. and Alfred H. Smiley in 
New York, enabled adequate time for government officials, army officers, secretar-
ies of religious societies, and Indian reformers to address policy issues. Painter, a 
frequent participant at Lake Mohonk, often gave extensive reports.11 The Boston 
Indian Citizenship Committee, whose membership overlapped that of the Boston 
branch of the IRA, also played a role in Indian reform. The letter presented here 
was addressed to Joshua W. Davis, a member of the Boston Committee, which had 
been organized as a result of Ponca Chief Standing Bear’s eastern lecture tour.12 
After attending one of his talks, novelist and poet Helen Hunt Jackson (1830-1885) 
was so moved that she took up the Indian cause, writing articles, letters to major 
newspapers, and a full-length exposé, A Century of Dishonor (1881), which con-
demned the government’s Indian policies in harsh terms.

Commissioned to write a series of articles for The Century Magazine, during the 
winter of 1881-82 Jackson toured a number of Mission Indian reservations and 
villages. After witnessing their abject poverty, she took up their cause. In 1883, 
she returned, as an official agent of the Department of the Interior, charged with 
revisiting the Indians and making recommendations for new reservations and 
other assistance. Traveling with her as co-commissioner was Abbot Kinney of Los 
Angeles, whose knowledge of California land laws and ability to speak Spanish 
proved useful. Jackson submitted their report to the government in July 1883.13 
Then using the California material she had gathered, she wrote a novel, Ramona, 
hoping to present such a “winning and alluring” picture that readers would end 
up swallowing “a big dose of information on the Indian Question, without know-
ing it.”14 An IRA pamphlet described Ramona as written “not so much with the 
intention of pleasing the public by a fascinating story as of touching the conscience 
of the American people, and stimulat-
ing them to redress wrongs of which 
they had been guilty.”15 Painter was 
one of many who read it.

The IRA soon took up the Mis-
sion Indian cause. On May 25, 1885, 
Painter set out on an extended tour of 
the Indian Territory, the Southwest, 
and Southern California. After visit-
ing a few Mission Indian villages, in 
late June he met with Jackson several 
times in San Francisco, where she had 
gone for her health. She was dying 
of cancer. He later wrote that he had 
seen an unfinished poem “lying by 
her side” which he assumed was the 
one published as “Last Poems of Helen 
Jackson” in the December 1885 Cen-
tury Magazine. Painter was impressed 
with Jackson, describing her “face [as] 
radiant as the face of an angel with the 

Antonio Coronel and his wife from a painting at the 
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.
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glow of earth’s sunset and the ruddy flush of heaven’s sunrise.” He believed she 
was comforted by the fact that the IRA had sent him to investigate “the condition 
of those people whose sad story she had told in Ramona with such moving pathos, 
and whose wretched and hopeless condition weighed so heavily upon her heart.” 
She also had asked him to return to Southern California for a second tour.16

Jackson was comforted, for in late June she had written to her Los Angeles 
friends, Antonio and Mariana Coronel: “I have been much cheered by an interview 
with Prof. Painter.”17 She had met them in 1882 through Reverend Francis Mora, 
bishop of Monterey and Los Angeles, and had been invited to their comfortable 
adobe home in the western suburbs of Los Angeles. With his wife translating, 
Antonio Coronel strummed his guitar and related stories of early California and 

the Indians. He had prepared an itinerary of 
missions and other sites for her to visit for 
background material for her articles.

Inspired by Jackson’s deathbed plea, 
Painter returned to Los Angles, accompa-
nied by Joshua W. Davis and his wife, to 
consult with Coronel and Mission Indian 
Agent Horatio Nelson Rust. Painter hoped 
that with their help, he and Davis could 
consult with a number of village captains.18 
Painter had ordered the captain at Santa 
Ysabel to assemble as many Mission Indians 
as possible, and almost four hundred Indi-
ans and twenty-eight captains had gathered 
on July 15, 1885. But, because the weather 
was too uncomfortable for the ladies, Paint-
er and his party failed to show up. Father 
Anthony D. Ubach severely criticized his ac-
tions, writing that Jackson and Kinney had 

never treated the Indians in such a manner. They had “done their duty nobly and 
faithfully by going from one Indian Pueblo to another seeing for themselves the 
real condition of the poor Indians, and their report to Congress will be an eternal 
monument of the truth, justice and fair play which has received the applause and 
admiration of everyone that has read it.” The Indians, Ubach wrote, were “sadly 
disappointed” with Painter, who did send ten dollars to help defray the traveling 
expenses of the village captains.19

On his second tour in 1885, Painter and his party only went as far as Pala, some 
ten miles from the California Southern Railroad line, and met with a few Indian 
leaders. Although the IRA lobbyist did not impress Father Ubach, he proved to 
be every bit as persistent an advocate as Jackson. In mid-October, he attended the 
annual Lake Mohonk Conference, describing the condition of the Mission Indians 
as “very sad–a condition that would appeal, not alone to Mrs Jackson, but to the 
hardest-hearted person you could find, unless it be a California land-grabber.” In 
1886, he returned to Southern California, and that October gave another report at 
Lake Mohonk.20

Painter was back again in the summer of 1887, this time with monetary support 
from the Boston Committee.21 He had another agenda—to explain the provisions of 

Father Antonio Ubach. Photo courtesy 
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the government’s new Dawes Severalty Act, which had been approved in Febru-
ary. Although crafted with altruistic motives, the Dawes Act, viewed as a panacea 
for the Indian problem, proved to be a huge land grab with the loss of some ninety 
million acres of Indian land. Among those in favor was Theodore Roosevelt, whose 
education in Indian affairs began with his appointment to the Civil Service Com-
mission by President Benjamin Harrison. Roosevelt, however, believed that timing 
was crucial. The legislation “must not be done too quickly for [the Indian] will then 
be helpless and perish, nor must it be delayed too long, for he will then become ac-
customed to being petted and cared for and will be too weak to stand when finally 
left alone.”22

The Dawes Act was based on the assumption that because Indian people lived 
communally, the way to individualize and civilize them was to break up tribal 
lands. The head of a family received 160 acres, with 80 or 40 acres going to all oth-
ers–no lands were reserved for future generations. Lands were to be allotted in 
severalty, followed by a 25-year period during which it could not be sold nor taxed. 
Allottees were also granted citizenship. Unfortunately, merely assigning a family 
160 acres did not turn them into farmers. The 1880s, in fact, were a hard time for 
American agriculture in general. Men who had farmed for decades were losing 
their land to foreclosure; it was absurd to think that Indians, some of whom had 
never farmed, would succeed.23 

On July 16, 1887, Reverend Painter was invited to speak at the Riverside Con-
gregational Church. His talk generated interesting comments in the local paper. 
One writer accused him of endeavoring “to create sympathy for the so-called noble 
red man.” He continued: “were all civilized nations of the earth to think with Mr. 
Painter and his class of sentimentalists this entire country from ocean to ocean 
would now be a wilderness, given up to the wandering tribes of savages.” Another 
attendee, signing himself “Fairplay,” tried to defend Pointer. “It may have been un-
interesting to some, it may not have been eloquent, it may have seemed long, but we 
wait in wonder to learn on what ground it could be counted sentimental.” The editor, 
leaving no doubt where he stood, complained of “a sentiment fostered by writers like 
[James Fenimore] Cooper and Miss Jackson, to make an interesting story, and taken 
up by people in the east who know as little of the origin and history of the savages as 
the Englishman who came over here to shoot buffaloes in the streets of New York.” 
He then went on to support the white men trying to take over the best lands of the 
San Gorgonio reservation.24 Yet the Los Angeles Times had a more complimentary ap-
proach. Published the day before Painter’s talk, the Times described him as engaging 
“in the work to which Helen Hunt Jackson gave enthusiastically the last years of her 
life, viz., the protection of the Indian against the rapacity of the white man.” These 
two opinions clearly show how divided Americans were on the Indian issue.25 

In 1891 Painter again returned to California. On January 12, Congress finally 
passed legislation based on recommendations from Jackson’s 1883 government re-
port and created the California Mission Indian Commission. Painter, Smiley, now a 
resident of in Redlands, California, and Joseph B. Moore, a Lapeer, Michigan law-
yer, were appointed.26 They were charged with surveying and confirming existing 
reservations and establishing new ones. Painter carried out most of the fieldwork, 
visiting villages and reservations, holding conferences with tribal leaders, and ar-
ranging for surveys of the reservation boundaries. Smiley and Moore spent much 
of the year in the east.27 
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Three years later, in recognition of his service to the Indian cause, President 
Grover Cleveland appointed Painter to the prestigious Board of Indian Commis-
sioners. He joined Smiley, who had been appointed to the board by President 
Rutherford B. Hayes in 1879.28 Unfortunately, Painter would not have a lengthy 
tenure–on January 12, 1895, he died suddenly of a heart attack and was buried near 
his home in Great Barrington.29 Reverend R. DeWitt Mallary praised his friend’s 
Indian work: his “earnest and eloquent appeals throughout the East” to arouse 
interest in the Indian’s condition and the sacrifices he made to home and family 
comfort to attend conferences and meetings. But he accomplished “grand work” 
despite the “political chicanery” and occasional Indian outbreaks. Through it all, 
he had struggled on. Painter “was the stuff that reformers are made of,” contin-
ued Mallary, “a man of culture and piety and breadth; catholic in temper; swift to 
anger against wrong; touched with the feeling of men’s infirmities, and therefore a 
true priest.”30

In the letter that follows, we get a glimpse of the challenges faced by Southern 
California’s Indian reform advocates in the late nineteenth century and the diligent 
work of C. C. Painter.

Los Angeles, Cal., June 30, 1887

Dear Mr. [Joshua W.] Davis:

I got back from a ten days’ trip last night and was glad to find two telegrams 
and two letters from you with the information I sought, and have been notified 
to call at the bank with some one to identify me, so that I conclude that there is 

Cuero Family at Warner Ranch, 1904, ©SDHS #OP 15362-16 Photo by E.H. Davis. See Note, p. 118.
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money for me. I thank 
you for the kind and 
prompt manner in 
which my needs have 
been met.

I telegraphed Mr. 
Shepard, and have his 
answer this morning 
that he comes to Los 
Angeles the last of next 
week.  After writing 
up my journey so far in 
California, and cor-
responding with Mr. 
Woolsey and the Nick-
ersons, and attending 
a public meeting here 
on Sabbath evening, I 
will go, the first of next 
week to San Jacinto, 
San Louis [Luis] Rey, San Diego and Capitan Grande, to study the situation, and 
return here in time to meet Mr. Shepard, and address the Chautauqua gathering of 
S. Cal., at Long Beach, the latter part of this week. 

I believe I wrote you the situation on the Maronga [Morongo] Reservation at 
Banning.31 When cleared of the fifty-seven intruders on it, and with the expendi-
ture of $50,000 or $75,000 to develop the water, there could be put upon it nearly 
200 families with abundant land for their support. There are now on it only some 
ten or twelve families, and these have land and water; even without the above 
named sum, some seventy or eighty families could be located in good shape. 

I think I also wrote you that I was about to make the trip from which I have just 
returned, in company with Mr. John T. Wallace, Special examiner from the Depart-
ment of Justice,32 who is looking after violators of law in regard to selling liquor 
to Indians, the first one who has ever been sent out to these people and the Indian 
Agent John S. Ward.

I met Mr. Ward here as I started, and rode with him to Colton.33 He changed 
his mind and did not accompany me. He has just telegraphed the Department his 
resignation of his office, asking that he be relieved at the end of this month. He did 
this in answer to a telegram which, under all the circumstances he regarded as in-
sulting; and after the receipt of letters, telegrams and a varied treatment of which 
no official ought, or could, under a decent administration, be made the subject. 

Into this history I will not go now; but await the issue, and will be prepared to 
make it lively for [John D. C.] Atkins and [Alexander B.] Upshaw,34 if at this criti-
cal moment they succeed in forcing out of the services a man, who, while far short 
of being a perfect Agent, and far short of doing all that an Agent for these people 
ought to do, is, according to all testimony, from friends and enemies of the Indian, 
the most energetic and useful man who has held the position at this point. I shall 
have the full and concurrent support of Col. Wallace in whatever assault I may 
deem it wise to make on the Bureau in this case.

Mrs. Cuero Machucca, Warner Ranch, 1904. ©SDHS #86:15900-487. Photo 
by E.H. Davis.
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The Agent failing me in this trip, which I think he ought not to have done, Col. 
Wallace asked me to be his companion on this trip, which invitation I accepted, 
and so made the journey at an expense of only $6 or $8 which otherwise would 
have cost me $50 or $60.

At Temecula, a Mr. [Jacob] Bergman35 met us with a fine span of horses and took 
us that P.M. some twenty miles to his house on our way to Coahila [Cahuilla]. Next 
morning we drove fifteen or twenty miles to this Reservation.36 It is pretty well up 
in the mountain and contains some 17420 acres of good grass land; 640 of which 
has been added during the past winter by executive order. 

You will remember that I secured this, through Mr. Lamar, from S.P. R.R. 
[Southern Pacific Railroad]. I was not aware how good a thing it was until my visit. 
The old Reservation line ran through their hot springs and near their schoolhouse. 
A squatter had built a house on the unsurveyed R.R. section and was giving the 
Indians trouble and ground for considerable anxiety. This addition settles all dis-
putes as to the spring, and pushes the squatter off the premise.  

It is most excellent grass land, and is of itself, aside from the results above men-
tioned, a valuable acquisition. The Indians are very happy over it.

A Mrs. Parks and her two sons have built a number of houses along the western 
end of the Reserve, hoping to secure all the land–much more than they can, under 
an honest administration of the land office.37 They have not cultivated the land, 
but keep several hundred head of cattle that give the Indians much trouble, and 
consume much of their grass. They have put their best house so near the line, that 
it is believed the porch is on the Reservation. 

The spring they use, and which they have fenced in, is on the Reserve, as also 
a very good barn. There are here about sixty men, and in all, many of them off 
at Riverside and other places at work, about 340 Indians who claim this as their 
home. They have some crops of barley and corn which are doing well this year, but 
it is high and cold, and frosts are apt to catch their crops. Cattle raising must be 
their chief dependence, and it can be made a source of ample competency if not of 
wealth.

You will see that there is land to give nearly fifty-one acres to each man, woman 
and child; or more than 250 acres to a family of five. This is a large farm in California.

The school here has been taught since it was started, some five or six years ago, 
by Mrs. [Nancy J.] Ticknor.38 The house is about 24 x 14. She has curtained off the 
rear end, a space some 5 x 14, in which she lives. It grows very cold here, and there 
is snow every winter. The walls are made of one thickness of board, sun-cracked 
and wind-warped, with cracks for the rats to escape through. When it rains the 
teacher sits with an umbrella over her, protected by gossamer cloak and rubber 
shoes. Some winters ago, one fearful night, the snow drifted in until it covered the 
tops of the desks, despite the desperate efforts of Mrs. Ticknor and her daughter to 
carry it out in a blanket, at which they labored during the night. There are about 
forty children (?) for this school–twenty-four the day I was there. Several of these 
were men. One of them, Leonilia [Leonicio] Lugo,39 deserves special mention. He 
is twenty-seven years old; is married and has two children. He supports his aged 
parents, a widowed sister and her daughter, and in part his wife’s mother and her 
children. He has twenty-two head of cattle, and with his cousin, Roman Lugo, a 
young man near his own age, an almost inseparable companion, who was also 
in the school with him, he has fenced in and commenced to cultivate a field of 
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some five acres to which they have 
brought water by a long ditch. Their 
corn was late and small, but our 
driver said it would make a fair crop. 
Their field is near Mrs. Parks’ house, 
and they are much annoyed by her 
cattle.

There has recently been a change 
of Captain. Pablo40 has been elected 
in place of Juan Lugo, who kept 
whisky in his house, and when 
drunk, came into the school-house 
threatening the teacher with his 
pistol.

The present Captain is a bright, 
intelligent man, who has great inter-
est in his people and in the school. 
The Captain, if he does the work 
expected of him, ought certainly to 
have a ration issued to him by the 
Government. His duties are more 
clearly defined than is his author-
ity, and this is sometimes exercised with more pomposity and arbitrariness than 
wisdom. 

These Indians, so far as I saw them and could learn their wishes, are very anx-
ious to have their lands allotted to them.

I called on Ramona at her little hut,41 and gave Alessanbro [Alessandro] some 
coin in memory of that morning when his mother fled down the trail, which I 
could trace a part of the way over the mountain to her home, with him in her arms, 
leaving the body of her murdered husband where it lay after Temple’s deadly 
shot.42

This Temple came from Tenn., and has been associated with a man, another 
scoundrel, named Fain, (Mrs. Jackson spelled it Fane) also from Tenn.43 Thank 
heaven he is now in jail in San Diego. He murdered his uncle, who sent east and 
brought him here, for his money; but was acquitted for lack of proof, one witness 
being his confederate, and the Indian whose testimony would probably have con-
victed, was found hung before the trial came on. His Uncle and Father were two 
of the very best men of east Tenn., but this young scoundrel has proved that even 
good men may rear, as offspring, the very worst villains. 

Ramona impresses you more favorable as to beauty and intelligence as de-
scribed in the book, than as seen by her hut. She is full-blooded and homely. 

We took an early start the next morning, and made the twenty-five miles to 
Warner’s Ranch–Agua Caliente, by eleven o’clock, stopping at Puerta De La Cruz, 
one of the five Indian villages on Warner’s Ranch.  Our driver and the Indians told 
me that twenty-five or thirty years ago, there were about eight hundred Indians 
here. The ruins of one house, once lived in by Valentine Mechuc [Mechac], a very 
old, blind Indian whom I saw, is all that is left of quite a street, lined on both sides 
with houses. The graveyard near by, filled to overflowing with graves, contains 

Ramona Lubo ca. 1900. Her husband’s 1883 murder was 
part of the inspiration for Jackson’s novel Ramona.
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the great majority. Four families occupy as 
many houses up on the hillside, overlook-
ing the site of the old village, and there is 
but one child in the four families. A negro, 
named Oliver, has just proved up on a 
section of government land on which they 
had a corral for the pasture of their cows. 
They admitted that they had let the fence 
go down, and had no improvements on it, 
and did not so occupy it that they could 
claim it.44 

After our long, dusty rides, a bath 
in the waters of the hot springs at Agua 
Caliente, was most refreshing. Miss [Flora] 
Golsh has been teaching here since the 
school was first established, and was spoke 
of by Mrs. Jackson, with great enthusi-
asm in her report. She had never seen the 
report until I showed it to her, and was 
pleased to see it; but quite displeased with 
what she said of her brother, in her report 
of Pala, saying that she did him an injus-
tice. What this was I did not learn, as it is 
one of those things which are determined 
and settled.45 

There are some 175 Indians here, and 
about twenty-two children in school. 

This hot-spring is a valuable property. The flow of water is very large. It is almost 
boiling hot, and affords relief to all but the most stubborn cases of Rheumatism. I 
doubt not the spring would be valued at many thousands of dollars. It is a source 
of income to the Indians; it is also a source of great corruption to the people, as it 
draws many there who hire Indian houses and corrupt the women.46

Miss Golsh is a very remarkable Austrian woman; the daughter of a Nobleman, 
I hear; very earnest in her efforts for the people. She lives in the School-house, and 
spends most of her salary in her efforts to relieve and help. If it were not for the 
spring, this village would be very poor indeed.

The grant belongs to Ex-Gov. [John Gately] Dawney [Downey], who, I believe, is 
under a guardian. There are yet doubts as to the title, and from what I hear, a white 
man might squat on it with impunity, as the claimant would be loath to bring the 
title to the test of a trial. In the meantime, the Indian is undisturbed. How long the 
quiet may last no one knows.47

The man Helm, spoken of by Mrs. Jackson as annoying the Indians at the San 
Ysidro Canon, is still fighting for his land. His case is now in court.48 Further up 
the Canon, where Jim [Bill] Fain was attempting to get a foot-hold, a Mrs. Ayers, 
has filed on other land, but has not been able to prove up; and between Helm and 
Fain Miss Ayers has had the same success. 

Along the foot of the mountain, as we go to San Ysabel, I counted some sixteen 
or eighteen Indian Houses with little fields, in the Canons [Cañons]. I doubt wheth-

Maria Lugo, 1917, gathering seeds. ©SDHS #OP 
15362-119. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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er any Agent or Commissioner ever visited them. They belong to the village of San 
Jose, one of the Warner Ranch Indians.49

In the Afternoon I visited the school, and after school had a long conference 
with the men of Agua Caliente. Explained to them the [Dawes] Severalty bill, and 
how it opened up a chance for them to go to Banning to find good land, and make 
a home of their own. Explained how we were trying to defend the Saboba Indian 
claim to the San Jacinto Ranch,50 but had fears that we might not succeed; that their 
title was in the same doubt; that it was a title, at best, only to occupancy and use; 
that they could at best, only make a poor living on it, and hold it by a tribal pat-
ent, &c., &c. to all this they only said, this had always been their home, and they 
wanted to stay there.  Mr. Wallace gave them a strong lecture on the liquor traffic 
which is destroying so many of them, and tried to get the Captain and others to 
furnish proof against men who are selling; but they were all “Know Nothings.”51

The school-house here is adobe, and the most comfortable one we found on our 
whole trip, but sadly in need of repair. Mr. Wallace slept on the black-board; I on 
a sort of box-bed, and our driver on the floor. Miss Golsh did the best possible for 
us, and we came away with a very high opinion of her character and ability as a 
teacher and woman.

The next morning we went over to San[ta] Ysabel Ranch,52 which has recently 
been sold by Mrs. Willcox to three men, who have opened up their three Daries 
[Dairies] on it. The Agent had authority from the Department to build a school-
house here. He hauled his lumber, but was forbidden by these men to erect it. He 
kept a guard over the lumber for some time, and then hauled it away to Mesa 
Grande. Whether he applied for instructions to the Bureau and got no answer, and 
was unwilling to enter upon what seemed to him a personal combat, as one of Mr. 
Ward’s sons, who hauled the lumber says, or, whether he was ordered to take it 
away and avoid the contest, by the Department, I cannot tell, not having seen Ward 
since my return. This is certain, the point was surrendered, the house not built, 
and the claimants scored a victory. Mr. Ward hired from an Indian, an old adobe 
house for a school, and put in a teacher, who got married. He then employed the 
daughter of a man with whom I spent the night, living six miles from the school. 
This man is charged by his neighbors with making a poor liquor of his grapes and 
selling it to the Indians. This charge is made by a woman who wanted the school, 
either for herself or daughter; was mad because she could not get it, and wrote to 
Atkins that Ward was favoring the liquor sellers.53 This latter called forth from 
Atkins, the telegram which caused Ward to resign.

The teacher has the measles and the school was not in session. These Indians 
live in a Rincon, or Round Valley. They have had some six hundred acres under 
cultivation. Their houses were all on one side of the valley, near the foot of the 
Mountain, and their fields in the centre, and on the other side, extending up into 
the little canons that open up from it. A fire broke out and burned their fences 
down. They were forbidden to rebuild them: a wire fence was put between their 
houses and their fields and they have not a foot of their land for crops excepting 
one man, who is outside this fence, who pays half his crop for rent. They built their 
fences across the country highway, have a gate on it which was locked.

Shirley Ward54 repeats to me what he said last autumn, that it was understood 
that the situation was not to be disturbed by these men, until a decision was 
reached in the Saboba case. He says he was entirely ignorant of the fact that every 



100

The Journal of San Diego History

foot, or any part of their lands were thus taken. Roughly you can get an idea from 
this map of the situation.

The Indian title was good, if at all, only during occupancy and use.55 They have 
vacated these lands, and the white man is in possession. Ward, the Agent, either 
under instructions from Washington, or by his own pusillanimity, yielded the con-
test in regard to the school-building, and Ward the lawyer, has allowed himself to 
be deceived by the counsel for these parties. Immediate steps must be taken to put 
these Indians back in possession, until the question of their rights shall be passed 
upon by the Courts. If these were white men I would advise them to tear this fence 
down once and hold their lands until the Courts decided what their rights as; but I 
hesitate to do so unless I have a force to stand by and protect them.

There are here about 150 Indians, and twenty-two children of school age. Up on 
the mountain, near by, lies the San[ta] Ysabel Reservation, containing 14,705 acres 
of land, set apart for these Indians: all they have to do is to take themselves up 
there and hunt up such places as the squatters on it have left them, and make new 
homes. The foolish sentiment that this has always been their home, that it contains 
the bones of their fathers, and all that sickly sentiment, deserves, or at least re-
ceives no consideration whatever. The fact also that these 14,705 acres are, almost 
every foot of it, steep mountain, is one of small moment.56

From what I have seen, I 
have no doubt there are nooks 
& corners on this Reservation, 
where each of these Indians 
could find a better place than 
the small patch of land he 
claims on the grant; but the 
general said: “I will sooner lie 
down here and die than go 
from it.”

From here we climbed six 
miles up to Mesa Grande, a 
small Reservation of 120 acres. 
The land is mostly very good 
and well watered: it is really a 
part of the San[ta] Ysabel Re-
serve. There are some fifteen or 

eighteen families and 142 Indians, under Capt. Narcisse, rather important fellow.57 
They have three plows and one wagon. Their seed was very poor and consequently 
their crops are bad this year. They make their living chiefly by sheep shearing and 
working for the whites. 

Agent Ward built them a school house last summer, using the lumber which 
had been hauled to San Ysabel. A Miss Hood of Miss.58, was teaching two pupils, 
the others being out, sick with the measles, and one of these two were sick.  She 
has twenty on her roll. She seemed a very bright, nice young woman, and I think 
a good teacher. She has done good service as Doctor among the people, showing 
them how to care for the sick. The Indians were in trouble, the progressive ones, 
with their Captain, and are glad of the prospect that they may get out from under 
his control through the severalty bill. Jauquin [Joaquin], a sensible, middle aged 

Mesa Grande woman ©SDHS #OP 12550-21. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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man, wanted the Indians to take a herd of cattle and have half the increase for 
taking care of it. The Captain would not consent. He then went off by himself and 
took a small herd of goats which his boy was herding for half the increase, while 
he worked out for a white man. The Captain then thought he would take some 
cattle on the same terms and demanded that Juaquin [sic] should put off the goats, 
and would have had him flogged when he refused but for the man for whom he 
was working. He came to see me, and when I explained the severality bill to him, 
he went away full of hope that there would at least be a chance for him. 

I have since then pondered very seriously some most patent facts. Suppose 
we gain the cases as against the owners of these grants, and maintain their right 
to occupy the lands on which the Indians live who are on these. In the first place 
the amount of land is small; Second, it is for the most part well worn; third, it is 
hemmed in by the agent; fourth, they can have only a title of occupancy, which 
will inevitable lapse through removals and deaths; fifth, it is a tribal title so far as it 
is a title, and perpetuates the tribal relation.59 

I wish you would ponder these several propositions and see what you make of 
them.

The school house, I said, is new; if it was not paralleled by some others I have 
seen out here, I would only say unique. It stands on a steep hill-side; one side of the 
roof is much longer than the other; the seats for the children are two long benches 
extending along the wall at one side, out one end, without back or desk. The school 
supplies are equal to those accommodations. It makes one ashamed of the Govern-
ment when he sees such an outfit for the educational work it has undertaken for 
these people. 

One of our horses had the misfortune to break his shoe and so injure his hoof 

Mesa Grande ©SDHS #86: 15752-46. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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that we were forced to give up our proposed thirty mile ride to San Felipe.60 This is 
a confined grant, our government covering the grant with a patent. Of course this 
has not settled anything, for the patent only confirms whatever right the Grantee 
had, and is conclusive only as between the Government and the Patentee, leaving 
untouched the question of the Indians right of occupancy. There are here some 
sixty Indians. The grant has just been sold; a large price was paid for and, though I 
have not positive information on this point, it is said, with the understanding that 
the title is to be cleared of the Indian rights. The grant is to be sold in small lots, 
and the Indians are to go.

Our driver, Mr. Bergman, who has lived on his place for twenty-five years and 
knows everybody, and every foot of land; was constantly pointing out places on 
which Indians lived, from which they were either driven out-right, or bought off, 

either for a sack of flour or a 
bottle of whiskey. He took me 
out of our way to show me a lit-
tle valley in which five families 
are now living on government 
land; and aggregate of fifteen 
people. The old, man, father, or 
father-in-law and grand-father 
or most of them. Santiago Ju 
a Bes, [Santiago Juan Bes] as 
he, himself, wrote his name, 
has quite a little vineyard and 
orchard. 

I have taken these names 
and numbers of the sections 
and hope I shall be able to se-
cure the land to them, and will, 
on to-morrow, look up at the 

land office, their claims, and those of some five or six others at Pala and Parema 
[Pauma], which I afterwards found.

I believe that if Mr. Bergman could be employed by some one to go about and 
hunt up the land, little cañons of ten, fifteen, and twenty acres could be found for a 
very large number of Indians, and that it would be a good thing to do. 

Our next points, Pachange [Pechanga], Pala, Pauma, La Peche, La Jolla, Rincon, 
you know about. A new and threatening danger hangs over all these excepting 
Pachange [Pechanga], which so far as I know, does not come under its darkening 
shadow.61 

The Ocean Side Land and Water Company are purchasing and claiming wa-
ter rights all the way from Ocean Side, at the mouth of the San Louis [Luis] Rey 
River, up to its head. They have bought Golsh’s land just back of Veal’s place, 
beyond the old Messein house at Pala, and have forbidden Veal to open up a ditch 
of his, through which he used to irrigate. When he reached this land of Golsh’s 
they would not suffer him to cross it. They have bought for $60,000 the Major Utt 
place, which you will remember up on the high Mesa, under the mountain. They 
have commenced to dig for a dam, near the mill we pass, under these high bluffs, 
between Pala and Pauma, they are digging in the Cañons above the Pauma village; 

Leona Ardillo Kengish, Pechanga Reservation, October 1909, 
©SDHS  #OP 15362-57. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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they are digging over at La Jolla and La Peche, and clear up to the very head of the 
river; posting notices of a claim to 10,000 inches of water, I am told. I could not find 
one of these notices.62 

Of course this is causing great alarm among the whites, and Indians, too. What 
it all means I cannot say.

Mr. [Antonio F.] Coronel had called a meeting of the Indians at Pala on Tuesday, 
the 28th inst.63 He and his wife, Mr. Rust and his daughter, sundry photographers 
and newspapermen from Los Angeles and San Francisco, were on hand. About one 
hundred Indians came. I got back from Rincon, La Jolla, &c. Monday night, and 
from then until next morning I had a busy time.

I explained the severalty bill and urged its provisions. I explained what we were 
doing with reference to those grants and said that they should have the utmost 
defence [sic] that could be made; but made no promise, and held out no misleading 
hopes as to the issue. I asked them not to be too badly frightened as to the Water 
Company. It might be their purpose only to develop and store the water, so as to 
make the most of it, with no intention of cutting off any one from the rights they 
had to it. So long as they simply went about digging here and there, off their lands, 
to let them alone; if they, or any one else undertook to turn off their water from 
them, to notify the lawyer whom we would employ to protect them, and also to 
turn the water on again, so that their crops should not suffer. That before any one 
had a legal right to take their water, they must have gained that right in the courts, 
and of course the Indians would know of it. I said that we would take whatever 
steps were necessary to prevent their losing any rights they had in the premises, 
by the digging and giving notices, &c.

I explained their rights to enter public land, and said I would see any who 
wanted to enter such land, and do what I could to help them. Quite a number came 

Selso Pachito Residence, Pauma, 1917. ©SDHS #86: 15900-16748. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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to me after the meeting for further explanation. I also said that on two of the Res-
ervations there would be more land than the Indians living on them would need, 
and they must give up the idea of living where they had always lived, and take 
land where they could get it.64

Mr. Coronel talked to them in the same line, and with good effect.
I also said that while we were trying to fight their battles for them, they were 

protecting and supporting the most destructive enemies they had. That the gov-
ernment had sent out a man to discover and punish the men who were debauching 
their women and robbing them of everything they had, by means of whiskey and 
gambling; and instead of helping him fight their enemies, they were concealing 
and protecting them. That I could 
not do much for them with my 
friends in the east, if they should 
be told that these Indians were 
a miserable, whiskey-drinking, 
debauched people. We could not 
lead men to victory who fell out by 
the way side drunk; or who took 
to the bushes to gamble. That Col. 
Wallace was here to-day to help 
them drive out their enemies, and I 
wanted them to help him do it. The 
Col. then explained what he had 
come to do, and what steps must be 
taken by then, and would see any 
who would undertake to furnish 
proof against liquor sellers. A num-
ber came to the Col., and said they 
would do all they could now that 
they knew how to stop the traffic. 

The day was a very laborious 
one, and I believe valuable in every 
way.

It is said that Bishop Mora has 
sold his ranch to a Boston syndi-
cate.65

He either owned, or did not own the lands on which the Indians lived: if he did 
not, of course he could not sell it; if he did, then he could scarce pass as a friend of 
these poor people if he did not except from the sale of their homes. 

Mrs. Coronel was told by an Indian woman that the Indians whipped him out 
of their church at Pala not long since.

At Rincon, La Peche and La Jolla the situation is unchanged.66 The school at 
La Peche, taught by a lady from Georgia, does not amount to much. The House is 
full, but the teacher poor. The house a disgrace to any grade of civilization. A new 
house, built under Ward. It would be as easy almost to warm the country about it 
as the inside of it. The water question gives great anxiety.

Mrs. Col. Couts has as yet, taken no steps, I believe to make good her claim to 
8,848 acres of La Jolla, based upon a grant made in 1845 to Jose and Pablo Apis, and 

Tatahuila dancer at Rincon, 1912. ©SDHS #86-15752-111. 
Photo by E.H. Davis.
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purchased from them by Col. Cave Couts. This claim was not presented to the land 
Commission. It is reasonable to suppose that if she thought it good she would urge 
it; but it lies back of the order creating this reservation in 1875 or 1877.67

The school at Rincon is taught by Miss [Hattie E.] Alexander, of Atlanta, Geor-
gia. We reached there at three P. M., but the school was dismissed and we saw 
none of her work. She appeared to be a pleasant, sensible sort of woman. She and 
the other teacher, the one at La Peche, board together at the old Andrew Scott 
house under the hill as you come from La Peche to Rincon, and have bought the 
place.

Feles [Feliz?] Calac was complained of to me by some of the Indians, as having a 
piece of land under cultivation on the Reservation, while he was living on his own 
land off the Reserve. I found it was a piece he had cleared up and made his money 
on, with which he purchases the school land, and he wants to have some of his 
family have it when the lands are allotted. I said to the complainants that if he had 
stayed among them, and spent his money for whiskey, they would not complain of 
his using it, and I did not think it just to punish him for going ahead. That when 
the land should be allotted, the Commissioner would settle the question, but he 
ought to have his field which he had cleared.68

There is another Indian who had built a house on the school land which Calac 
has bought and made other improvements on it. I asked Calac what he intended to 
do with and for him. He said he would pay him for his improvements; that he was 
still living on it and he charged him no rent. I advised him to pay him, and also to 
charge him a small rent, so as to raise no question in the future as to ownership. 

The Indians said Calac bought the land as their Captain, and the land ought to 
be theirs, but instead of that he had left them, became a citizen, and took the land. 
They admitted that he had paid for it with his own money, and I explained that it 
was only as a citizen that he could purchase it.

It was easy to see that I could spend the next ten years as Lord Chief Justice, set-
tling petty cases.

At Pala, an Indian had built a house and cultivated some fields on Government 
land.69 Two years ago a Mexican named Pico, who had an Indian wife, begged the 
privilege of spending the winter in it, as he had no home. It was granted. The fel-
low is still in possession; he filed upon the land as unoccupied, but was defeated in 
his effort to prove upon it by Shirley Ward. Two other Indians have been cultivat-

Aguirre adobe in Old Town used as an Indian school by Father Antonio Ubach. ©SDHS  #20200-53.



106

The Journal of San Diego History

ing a part of the 1/4 section on which the 
house stands; one, a woman Marie, has grit 
and has stood Mexican and every one else 
off, and holds on to her five acres of it. I am 
trying to get it adjusted and have the Indian 
file on it and save it. 

There are only 160 acres on the Pala 
Reserve; and about 55 acres of this fit for 
anything; that is less than two acres to 
each of the thirty Indians on it.70 There are 
several little nooks of public land that can be 
filed upon, near, and in some cases, adjoin-
ing it. It needs very greatly a man of sense 
and honesty to go in, hand-picking, to settle 
these people.

But I must close, for I am used up with 
this long sitting.

The Agent here has received notification 
that all the schools among this people, not 
counting Father Automo’s [Antonio Ubach’s] 
boarding school at San Diego, excepting 
four, must be closed at the end of the year.71 
The four to be maintained are, San Jacinto, 
[Soboba], Coahuila [Cahuilla], Rincon and 
La Peche, or La Jolla (these are the same). 
The reason assigned is the small attendance.72 The order is simply infernal and 

worthy of the contemptible scrubs 
who are running the Bureau. 

You gather the situation;
The Agent forced by contemptible 

treatment because of his opposition to 
a protege of Upshaw’s whom he sent 
out to teach, and who attempted to 
run the Agency, to resign just when a 
man who knows the country is espe-
cially needed here. (This little woman 
who always boasted that Upshaw 
visited her house, begged a special 
Agent sent out here, to allow her to 
put on breeches and go with him on a 
two week tour over the Agency--.) 

The San[ta] Ysabel Indians fenced 
out of their lands, and the case de-
termined against them by violence, 
unless we find some way to reinstate 
them and get the case in Court on its 
merits.--

The Ocean Side Water Co., threat-

Indian Woman ©SDHS #86: 15900-1480. Photo 
by E.H. Davis.

Chief Ciñon Duro ©SDHS #OP 12550-56. Photo by E.H. 
Davis.
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ening the water supply for a large 
share of them.

The San Felipe Indians in dan-
ger of immediate ejectment, vi et 
armis.

The Pauma Ranch sold (?)–and 
if so the question to be settled 
there. 

And then the question I have 
submitted as to the value of our 
victory, if we gain it, for the grant 
Indians.

Mr. Rust will accept the posi-
tion if offered him, of settling the 
Indians on their Reservations.

I cannot find time to copy this 
long letter for the office at Wash-
ington. It will not pay to have me 
take the time for it. Will you not 

have it done, and send it to Welsh as soon as you can get it done? I will pay for the 
work if necessary.

July 1, 1887

I was telephoned to go over to Pasadena and speak on the Indian question, and 
will go to see what it means.

After consultation with Mr. Shepard and Mr. Woolsey, I will adopt such course 
as they may advise.

Yours truly,

C. C. Painter
(copy).

The original of this letter is in The Indian 
Rights Association Papers, 1864-1973, Series 
1-A, Incoming Correspondence, 1864-1968, 
microfilm edition, Reel 2. When writing The 
Condition of Affairs in Indian Territory and 
California (Philadelphia: Office of the Indian 
Rights Association, 1888) Painter included 
much of the letter verbatim for pages 51-65. 

Estevan Wypooke winnowing grain, 1917. ©SDHS #OP 
12550-10. Photo by E.H. Davis.

Grandchildren of Manuel L, 1917. © SDHS #OP 
15362-509. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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her Mariana, and she often served as his translator, when writers like Jackson came to visit. After 
her husband’s death, she lived in Mexico for a time before returning to Los Angeles in 1912. She 
died sometime after 1915.

18. Rust (1828-1906) had moved his family to Pasadena, California in 1881 where he had served with 
Kinney on the library board and was a member of the Los Angeles branch of the IRA. Both Jack-
son and Kinney had recommended him to Indian Commissioner Hiram Price to replace Mission 
Agent Samuel S. Lawson.. Rust was finally 
appointed in 1889 but resigned in 1893 after 
a troubled term in office. There were various 
complaints and accusations against him, in-
cluding his anti-Catholic views, his autocratic 
style, and his aggressive collection of Indian 
curios and artifacts. Even Painter later admit-
ted the problems caused by Rust’s “indiscreet” 
and “unguarded” talk, and the “animosities 
he has created against himself.” Painter to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, April 4, 1892, 
quoted in Donald Chaput, “Horatio N. Rust 
and the Agent-As-Collector Dilemma,” South 
California Quarterly (Winter 1982), 289. See also 
Jane Apostol, “Horatio Nelson Rust: Abolition-
ist, archaeologist, Indian Agent,” California 
History (Winter 1979/80): 304-15. For more see 
Painter to Coronel, June 29, 1885, Helen Hunt 
Jackson manuscripts, HM 38231, and Painter 
to Rust, June 18, 1885, the Papers of Horatio 
Nelson Rust, RU 462 (Box 8), The Huntington 
Library, San Marino. In both letters Painter 
noted that he had returned to Southern Cali-
fornia at Jackson’s request.

19. Ubach to General W. S. Rosecrans, September 
4, 1885, Letter Received #21068–1885, National 
Archives, Record Group 75, Office of Indian 
Affairs, Special Case 31. Father Anthony D. 
Ubach (1836-1907) was born in Catalonia, 
Spain and came to San Diego in 1866, serving that Catholic parish almost continuously until his 
death. He had met and assisted Jackson during her visits and was a strong advocate for Indians 
rights. Jackson seems to have used him as part of the inspiration for the character of Father Gas-
para in Ramona.

20. For quote, see “Third Annual Meeting of the Lake Mohonk Conference,” Seventeenth Annual report 
of the Board of Indian Commissioners for the Year 1885 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1886), 73. See also Prof. Charles C. Painter, A Visit to the Mission Indians of California, (Philadelphia: 
Indian Rights Association, 1887); and Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Lake Mohonk Conference 
(Philadelphia: Indian Rights Association, 1887), 2-3.

21. For this 1887 tour see Painter, The Condition of Affairs in Indian Territory and California (Philadel-
phia: Office of the Indian Rights Association, 1888).

Two girls at Campo, ©SDHS  #86-15752-130. Photo 
by E.H. Davis.
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22. William T. Hagan, Theodore Roosevelt and Six Friends of the Indian (Norman: University of Okla-
homa Press, 1997), 23.

23. Information on the Dawes Act is extensive, see for example Wilcomb E. Washburn, The Assault 
on Indian Tribalism: The General Allotment Law (Dawes Act of 1887) (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott 
Company, 1975); D. S. Otis, The Dawes Act and the Allotment of Indian Lands, ed. Francis Paul Prucha 
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1973); Leonard A. Carlson, Indians, Bureaucrats, and Land: 
The Dawes Act and the Decline of Indian Farming(Westport: Greenwood Press, 1981).

24. Riverside Press & Horticulturalist, July 23, 1887.

25. “Justice to the Indians,” Los Angeles Times, July 16, 1887.

26. “Mission Indian Commissioners,” Los Angeles Times, January 24, 1891.

27. See Valerie Sherer Mathes, “The California Mission Indian Commissioner of 1891: The Legacy 
of Helen Hunt Jackson,” California History Vol. LXXII, No. 4 (Winter 1933/94): 339-395; Larry E. 
Burgess, “Commission to the Mission Indians: 1891,” San Bernardino County Museum Association 
Quarterly, Vol. XXXV, No. 1 (Spring 1988): 2-47; and The Ninth Annual Report of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Indian Rights Association (Philadelphia: Office of the Indian Rights Association, 1892), 
which carried Painter’s report.

28. For Painter’s appointment see, Williams College Obituary Record, 274.  Smiley served until his death 
in 1912–the longest tenure on the board. See Clyde A. Milner II, “Albert K. Smiley: Friend to 
Friends of the Indians,” Churchmen and the Western Indians, 1820-1920, ed. Clyde A. Milner II and 
Floyd A. O’Neil (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985): 143-75; and Larry E. Burgess, The 
Smileys (Redlands: Moore Historical Foundation, 1991).

29. “Stricken with Heart Disease,” New York Times, January 14, 1895; “Rev. Chas. C. Painter,” The 
American Missionary, Vol. 49, No. 3 (March 1895), 103; “A Great Loss,” The Indian’s Friend,” Vol. VII, 
No. 6 (February 1895), 4.

30. Reverend R. DeWitt Mallary,“The Tribute of a Friend,” The Berkshire Courier, (January 24, 1895). 
For other tributes see “Charles C. Painter,” (January 17, 1895), 4; and “Tribute to Mr. Painter,” 
(January 31, 1895), The Berkshire Courier.

31. The Morongo Reservation (known as the San Gorgonio or Potrero Reservation in the early days) 
is located east of Banning, in the San Gorgonio Pass. Established as an Executive Order reserva-
tion by President Rutherford B. Hayes in 1878, there were difficulties from the beginning with 
white encroachment and uncertain boundary lines, see Helen Hunt Jackson (H.H.), “Report on 
the Condition and Needs of the Mission Indians of California, Made by Special Agents Helen 
Jackson and Abbott Kinney, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,”[Hereafter cited as “The Re-
port”]  in A Century of Dishonor: A Sketch of the Government’s Dealings with Some of the Indian Tribes, 
(Boston: Roberts Brothers, 1888), 508-11. On his first visit, Painter was shocked to find that “squat-
ters” were now being represented by former Mission Indian Agent J. G. McCallum, who argued 
that “inasmuch as these filings were allowed by the Government officials, meaning himself at the 
time, they ought not to be canceled now.” See Painter, A Visit to the Mission Indians of California, 11. 
The government ordered all the squatters off Indian land in 1888, but it was many years before all 
the conflicting claims were settled. Painter dealt with the problems again during his work with 
the Mission Indian Commission in 1891.

32. According to the June 30, 1887, issue of the Los Angeles Times, “Col Wallace is visiting among these 
Indians in hope that he will be able to cause the arrest of certain half-breeds, who are engaged in 
taking whisky by the demijohn on to the reservation in defiance of the law.”

33. John S. Ward served as agent from October 1885 until August 1887 when Joseph W. Preston was 
appointed. According to Painter, Ward had been subjected to a string of complaints from one of 
his school teachers. “A war was begun at that time and never ceased until he has been forced, 
as he says, in self-respect, to resign his position,” see Painter, The Condition of Affairs in Indian 
Territory and California, 51. Reporting his resignation, the Los Angeles Times, July 3, 1887, quoted 
from the Colton Semi-Tropic: “Mr. Ward has uniformly performed his official duties in an able and 
impartial manner.” Colton was then the headquarters for the Mission Indian Agency.

34. John D. C. Atkins, a Tennessee Native, was appointed Commissioner of Indian affairs on March 
21, 1885. He resigned on June 14, 1888, and ran unsuccessfully for the Senate.  See Gregory C. 
Thompson, “John D. C. Atkins, 1885-1888,” The Comissioners of Indian Affairs, 1824-1977, ed. Robert 
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M. Kvasnicka and Herman J. Viola (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979): 181-88. Alex-
ander B. Upshaw served as both assistant Commissioners of Indian Affairs and at times acting 
Commissioner. Ward’s school teacher nemesis claimed to be his protégé, and that he had met 
with her personally about problems in the agency. Upshaw was noted for his pompous manner 
while conducting official business, see “He must be Called ‘General,’” New York Times, November 
10, 1886.

35. Jacob Bergman (1832-1894), a German immigrant, settled in Aguanga in 1864. He was well known 
to travelers along the old Butterfield Trail in the late nineteenth century. He served a term as a 
San Diego County Supervisor. See Coral R. Bergman, Jacob Bergman of Aguanga, the Real Story (Oak 
Grove: The author, 1996).

36. The Cahuilla Reservation is near the town of Anza, in what is now Riverside County. Part of the 
area was given by the government to the Southern Pacific Railroad in return for their building a 
line through the Coachella Valley in the 1870s. The railroad land was laid out in a checkerboard 
fashion, in 640-acre sections and was not included in the reservation. Jackson visited the Reserva-
tion during her official tour and left behind a lengthy history, see Jackson, “The Report,” 481-85. 
Lucius Q. C. Lamar served as Secretary of the Interior from 1885 to 1887 and was later a Justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

37. David A. Parks (1826-1882) and his wife Frances (1834-1912) came to the Cahuilla area in 1868. 
Mrs. Parks and her sons stayed on after her husband’s death. Painter probably refers to her oldest 
sons, Joseph (1864-1937) and Jesse (1862-1936). This was not the family’s first conflict with the 
Cahuilla people. In 1870 Lt. Augustus P. Greene came to settle a boundary dispute between the 
Indians and Asa Reed and his three sons-in-law, David Parks, John Taylor, and W. H. Robinson. 
The settlers agreed to accept the line set by the Indians. “It appeared upon inquiry that, with 
this exception of dispute about dividing lines, the Indians and the white settlers have lived on 
the most amicable terms,” Greene notes. See Some Last Century Accounts of the Indians of Southern 
California, edited by Robert F. Heizer (Ramona: Ballena Press, 1976), 80-82, quoting “Indian Reser-
vations in San Diego, Cal.” (House of Representatives Executive Document #296, 41st Congress, 
2nd Session, 1870). The area west of the Cahuilla Reservation came to be known as Parks Valley 
(now Lake Riverside Estates). The family sold the last of their holdings in the 1940s. For more on 
the Parks, see Faerie R. (Faye) Lawson, A History of Lake Riverside Estates (Aguanga: Lake Riverside 
Mountain-Ears, 1995), and Lester Reed, Old-Timers of Southeastern California (Redlands: Citrograph 
Printing Co., 1967), 249-53.

38. Nancy J. Ticknor, the first teacher hired for the new Cahuilla School in 1881, impressed Jackson. 
“I honestly do not believe there is one woman in a million that could endure life in that Cahuilla 
village,” she wrote Soboba schoolteacher Mary Sheriff, see Jackson to Sheriff, December 1, 1883, 
Helen Hunt Jackson manuscripts, HM 142,14, the Huntington Library, reprinted in Mathes, ed. 
The Indian Reform Letters of Helen Hunt Jackson, 305. Jackson wrote about Ticknor in “A Day With 
the Cahuillas,” The Independent (October 11, 1883), 3, and “The Pennsylvania Women,” The Chris-
tian Union (December 28, 1882, January 4, 1883). Ticknor was born in Pennsylvania around 1840 
and married James C. Ticknor in 1869. He had first come to California during the Gold Rush, and 
the couple lived in San Francisco. But when Mr. Ticknor’s health failed around 1875, they came 
to Southern California and opened a small store in the Sage area, in the mountains southeast of 
Temecula. J. C. died in 1880 or 1881, leaving his widow with two small children. Her daughter, 
Gertrude, who lived with her in Cahuilla, later became a teacher. Nancy Ticknor died May 7, 
1888. For more see the biography of her son, Charles Ticknor, in J. M. Guinn, A History of California 
and an Extended History of its Southern Coast Counties (Los Angeles: Historic Record Company, 
1907). He died in Hemet in 1928.

39. Leonicio Lugo (ca. 1860-1937) was born and raised at the Cahuilla Reservation, where his father, 
Fernando (d. 1905), was village captain during Jackson’s visit. His obituary appears in The Hemet 
News, February 5, 1937. While attending Ticknor’s school, Leonicio met Jackson and on June 24, 
1883, wrote her a letter. In her July 1 response, Jackson expressed doubts that she would be able 
to visit the Cahuilla Valley again but encouraged him to keep studying. “I want all the Indians 
to work and save money and show that they can do all things as well as the Americans do,” she 
concluded. Jackson’s letter, published in the Hemet News on April 15, 1932 is reprinted in Mathes, 
The Indian Reform Letters of Helen Hunt Jackson, 285. Lugo was considered a “progressive” by agent 
Horatio Nelson Rust who employed him as interpreter, made him a police officer, and supported 
his ascendancy to captain in 1890 following Pablo Cassero’s death, see Richard Alan Hanks, 
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“‘This War is For a Whole Life’: The Culture of Resistance Among Southern California Indians, 
1850-1966,” Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, Riverside, 2006, 142-43; see also 145-49, 
151-53.

40. Possibly Pablo Cassero who died in 1890.

41. Ramona Lubo (ca. 1853-1922) was the widow of Juan Diego, whose 1883 murder served as the 
basis for the death of Ramona’s husband, Alessandro. Readers began connecting her with Jack-
son’s heroine and like Painter, expressing disappointment that the “real Ramona” did not live up 
to the fictional ideal. There is no evidence that Jackson ever met Ramona Lubo, whose husband 
had been killed just days before her visit to Cahuilla in 1883. “Every incident in Ramona (ie. of 
the Ind[ian] Hist[ory]) is true,” she explained. “A Cahuilla Indian was shot two years ago, exactly 
as Alessandro is–and his wife’ s name was Ramona–and I never knew this last fact, until Ra-
mona was half written! What do you think of that for a coincidence?” Jackson to Thomas Bailey 
Aldrich, December 1, 1884, Aldrich Papers, Houghton Library, Harvard University, reprinted in 
Mathes, ed. Indian Reform Letters, 337. The little Alessandro who Painter mentions was most likely 
Lubo’s oldest son, but whether he was actually named Alessandro is questionable. He is said to 
have died in the 1890s, at the age of 14. Another son, Condino Hopkins (ca. 1887-1951) was born of 
a white father. He later gave several interviews about his mother’s life, which unfortunately blur 
the details with tales from the novel. See Garey Powell, “Ramona’s Real Story,” Los Angeles Times, 
October 1, 1922, and Dorothy Page, “Story of Ramona told by Condino Hopkins of Banning,” San 
Jacinto Valley Register, May 8, 1941. For an attempt to sort out the facts of her life, see Phil Brigandi, 
“Debating the existence of a ‘real’ Ramona,” The Valley Chronicle (Hemet, California), February 9, 
2002, and “Ramona’s life more tragic than novel tells,” The Valley Chronicle, February 13, 2002.

42. Sam Temple (ca. 1841-1904) settled in the San Jacinto area around 1876 and worked as a team-
ster, driving lumber wagons up and down the mountain. He had a violent reputation and was 
involved in a number of fights and gun battles. But he is best remembered as the killer of Juan 
Diego. Amazingly, a 1900 cylinder recording of his description of the murder survives in the col-
lections of the Southwest Museum. It was made by George Wharton James, who paraphrased it in 
his book, Through Ramona’s Country (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1908), 133-35. A comparison of 
the recording with the published version shows a great many discrepancies. For a contemporary 
newspaper account, see “Indian Killed,” San Diego Sun, April 5, 1883, 3. Jackson tells the story in 
“Justifiable Homicide in Southern California,” The New York Independent (September 27, 1883), 1-2. 
For a modern account, see Phil Brigandi and John W. Robinson, “The Killing of Juan Diego: From 
Murder to Mythology,” Journal of San Diego History (Winter/Spring, 1994), 1-22. William B. Secrest 
includes a chapter on Sam Temple in his California Badmen (Sanger: word Dance Press, 2007), 85-
115.

43. William B. Fain (1858-ca. 1930) also enjoyed an unsavory reputation. In 1884 he shot his uncle, 
James C. Fain, and although a corner’s jury ruled it self-defense, Painter and many old timers 
thought it was murder. See the San Diego Sun, May 23, 27, 1884. There is no doubt that three years 
later, when Fain was on trial for another shooting, an Indian witness refused to testify, tell-
ing the judge, “that he feared Fane [sic] would kill him should he tell what he knew,” San Diego 
Sun, September 30, 1887. Jackson had found Fain in 1883, “his belt full of cartridges and pistols,” 
cutting down Indian timber and building a corral at Los Coyotes, above Warner Hot Springs. 
She described him “a rough fellow, at first disposed to be defiant and blustering.” Jackson, “The 
Report,” 491. See Phil Brigandi, “Backcountry Badman,” The High Country #65 (Temecula, Califor-
nia), Fall 2003, 18-22.

44. Puerta la Cruz was a Luiseño village at the northwest corner of the Warner Ranch. Valentine 
Mechac was one of the best known of the tribal elders. When he testified in the eviction lawsuit of 
Downey v. Barker in 1893, the San Diego Union, (July 20, 1893), speculated that he was “up toward 
the centenarian point.” His son, José Mechac, died at Pala in 1924. Painter is probably mistaken 
about the Oliver homestead. Even if he filed a claim, there does not seem to be any record that he 
ever proved up and received a patent. Jackson and Kinney visited Warner’s Ranch during their 
official tour, see Jackson, “The Report,” 485-488.

45. Flora Golsh taught at the government Indian school at Agua Caliente (Warner Hot Springs) from 
about 1881 to 1890, when she moved to the Indian school on the La Jolla Reservation. In 1883 
Jackson described her as a “lady of excellent education and [with] much enthusiasm in her work,” 
even carrying her piano “up into these wilds,” see Jackson, “The Report,” 487. Golsh was prob-
ably the “F.G,” who was writing the Warner Ranch correspondence for the San Diego Union at the 
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time. She noted Jackson’s visit and said she had “left all the Indians very happy.” Union, April 26, 
1883. Her brother, Arthur, was criticized in Jackson’s 1883 Report, 503, for taking Indian lands 
at Pala. At the time of her visit, he was teaching at the Pechanga school, where she heard “other 
rumors seriously affecting his moral character,” 506. She succeeded in having him removed by 
Agent Lawson, see Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and her Indian Reform Legacy (Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1990), 66-67. 

46. Encouraged by Jackson’s writings, the Women’s National Indian Association began missionary 
work in Southern California. In the fall of 1891 they funded a physician and field matron in the 
hopes of eventually building a hospital at Agua Caliente, incorporating the hot springs.  The hos-
pital never became a reality because the following year Downey initiated a suit in the Superior 
Court of San Diego County to eject the Indians. The suit dragged on, Downey died, his nephew 
was substituted as plaintiff, and the court declared against the Indians. Supported by funds from 
the IRA, an unsuccessful appeal was made to the California State Supreme Court. Eventually 
the case ended up before the U.S. Supreme Court; the Indians lost and were removed to Pala. 
For more see Joseph John Hill, The History of Warner’s Ranch and Its Environs (Los Angeles: 1927), 
and Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and her Indian Reform Legacy, 140-57. Samuel M. Brosius, the IRA’s 
Washington Agent from 1898 to 1933, in a letter to Herbert Welsh wrote that three Indians had 
absolute control over the hot springs and a half dozen others rented their homes to those visiting 
the springs. Beyond those individuals, “no others derive a direct benefit from the Warner Ranch 
Springs.” Brosius to Welsh, July 25, 1901, Indian Rights Association Papers (Microfilm version, Reel 
15).

47. In 1883, Downey was injured in a railway accident that killed his wife. His health was never 
good after that. A few weeks after Painter wrote this letter, the Los Angeles Times ran a lengthy 
article asking, “Is Governor Downey restrained of his liberty? This is a question that is being 
mysteriously whispered among the prominent men of Los Angeles” and continues on with a 
wealth of lurid speculation, “A Mystery. A Fruitless Search to Find Ex-Governor Downey,” Los 
Angeles Times, July 31, 1887, 9. Irish-born John Gately Downey (1827-1894) came to California dur-
ing the Gold Rush, established a store in Los Angeles and later made a fortune in banking and 
real estate–sometimes at the expense of the owners of the old Mexican land grants. In 1859 he 
was elected Lieutenant Governor and succeeded Governor Milton Latham when he resigned to 
become a U.S. Senator, serving as Governor of California from 1860-62. For a brief biography, see 
H. Brett Melendy and Benjamin F. Gilbert, The Governors of California (Georgetown: The Talisman 
Press, 1965). Downey began buying up an interest in the Warner Ranch from the various owners 
in 1869. Originally he had several partners, but by 1880 he was the sole owner. It was sold by his 
heirs to the Henshaw interests in 1911.

48. Chatham Helm (d. 1905) and his brothers settled in the Warner Ranch area in the 1870s. Around 
1877 he moved in above the Indian village in San Ysidro Canyon, southwest of Warner Hot 
Springs. The San Diego Union, “Indian Troubles at Agua Caliente,” ( August 18, 1877), reports the 
Indians had tried to burn out Helm, and he had shot and killed one of them but was let off on 
a plea of self defense. He then had the village captain, Pablo, and one other man arrested and 
charged with arson. They were convicted and jailed. In “The Report,” 489, Jackson describes his 
ongoing battles with the villagers. At her urging, the government began legal action to evict 
Helm and the other settlers around the village, and in 1889 the Los Coyotes Indian Reservation 
was established. A biography and portrait of Chat Helm can be found in San Diego County Pioneer 
Families (San Diego: San Diego Historical Society, 1977); see also Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and 
her Indian Reform Legacy, 56-57, 61-62, 69, 99, 105, 116.

49. Despite Painter’s dismal assumption, government agents had been visiting all of the villages on 
the Warner Ranch since the 1860s. The Warner Ranch sat at the juncture of four different tribal 
groups. Best-known were the Cupeño people, who lived at Cupa (Warner Hot Springs.). San José 
and Mataguay, along the southeastern edge of the valley, were Kumeyaay villages. Puerta la Cruz 
and La Puerta, near the northwest and southwest entrances to the valley, were Luiseño villages. 
There were also Cahuilla people at San Ysidro and San Ignacio, on what is now the Los Coyotes 
Indian Reservation. For maps and details, see the chapters on each of these tribes in Robert F. 
Heizer, volume editor, Handbook of North American Indians, Vol. 8 -California (Washington: Smith-
sonian Institution, 1978), where the Kumeyaay people are referred to as Tipai and Ipai.

50. Soboba (or Saboba, as it was spelled in Jackson’s time) was a Serrano village at the northeast 
corner of the San Jacinto Valley. The village was later included in the boundaries of the Rancho 
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San Jacinto Viejo, a Mexican land 
grant of 1844. When the ranch was 
partitioned in 1882, Matthew Byrne, 
a San Bernardino businessman, 
acquired 700 acres that included the 
village. In 1883, an adjoining 3,100 
acres were set aside as a reservation 
by Executive Order. Byrne sued in 
San Diego County Superior Court 
in 1883 to remove the villagers. 
Jackson followed the case closely 
and hired the Los Angeles law firm 
of Brunson & Wells at her own 
expense to defend the Indians. See 
her article, “The Fate of Saboba,” 
The New York Independent (December 
13, 1883): 1-2. When the govern-
ment refused to cover Brunson & 
Wells’ expenses, they withdrew, 
and Painter appealed to President 
Chester A. Arthur, who appointed 
Shirley C. Ward as a special attorney 
to carry on their defense. After the 
San Diego County Superior Court 
ruled against the villagers, Ward 
carried an appeal to the California 
State Supreme Court in 1886, argu-
ing that under Mexican law, the 
villages had held a possessory right 
to their lands, and that by the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the United 
States had pledged to honor all 
existing land rights in California. The court agreed, and on January 31, 1888, ruled in favor of the 
Indians (Bryne v. Alas, 74 Cal. 628). This was the first and only time the courts upheld the Indians’ 
possessory rights in California. See Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and her Indian Reform Legacy, 96-97, 
109, 111-13, 117, 123. The government was later able to acquire Byrne’s land through a tax sale, 
and in 1911 it was finally added to the Soboba Reservation. Van H. Garner, The Broken Ring: The 
Destruction of the California Indians (Tucson: Westernlore Press, 1982), 75-95 outlines some of the 
long and complex history of Soboba’s land and water rights. See also John W. Robinson and Bruce 
D. Risher, The San Jacintos (Arcadia: Big Santa Anita Historical Society, 1993), 101-121 for more on 
what they call the “ordeal of a people;” and The Case of the Mission Indians in Southern California 
(Philadelphia: Office of the Indian Rights Association, 1886).

51. A joking reference to the Know Nothing Party which emerged during the 1840s in the midst of 
an anti-Catholic movement. When asked about their political leanings they simply said “I know 
nothing.”

52. The Rancho Santa Ysabel (Painter consistently errs by calling it “San” Ysabel) was a Mexican 
land grant of 1844. When Jackson visited in 1883, it was owned by Captain A. Hartshorn Wilcox. 
The ranch, well-known for its dairy farms, was described by her as “well-wooded, well-watered, 
beautiful country, much broken by steep and stony mountains.” Jackson and Kinney found one 
hundred and seventy-one Indian residents in the village, see Jackson, “The Report,” 492.

53. Like all the Mission Indian Agents, John S. Ward struggled to control the liquor traffic on the res-
ervations, but it was difficult to police the scattered reservations and trials were held in federal 
courts. Opinions on whether he was diligent differed. In 1887 a correspondent from San Jacinto 
reported to the Los Angeles Times that a local man had been fined $200 for selling liquor to the 
Indians. “This ought to awaken Indian Agent Ward, of San Bernardino,” he said. “Probably Mr. 
Ward will need no further waking up,” the Times of July 11, 1887, commented. About the same 
time Ward had seven “hard-looking” men arrested at Capitan Grande for selling liquor on the 
reservation. They were brought up before U.S. Commissioner Van Dyke and pled not guilty. Bail 

Anna May Davis, wife of Edward H. Davis, in their cottage 
©SDHS  #OP 15362-434. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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was set at $500 each, which they refused to pay, so all were sent to the country jail, see Los Angeles 
Times, July 23, 1887. Some of the men later pleaded guilty and were fined. One of them, Patrick 
Cody, managed to drag his case out for more than a year and a half through various continu-
ances. “Cody was one of several who settled on the Capitan grant in San Diego County and set 
up saloons,” the Times reported.  Ward was agent and “made it lively for the saloonists.” When 
his case finally came up in District Court, Cody argued he did not know he was on a reservation 
and brought witnesses to back him up. The jury found him not guilty, Los Angeles Times, February 
27, 1889.

54. Son of Mission agent John Ward, Shirley Ward served as a special attorney to the Mission Indians. 

55. William Carey Jones, who came to California as a Special Agent of the Secretary of the Interior 
in 1849 to investigate land titles, reported to Congress in 1850, “I understand the law to be that 
wherever Indian settlements are established, and the Indians till the ground, they have a right of 
occupancy in the land they need and use and whenever a [rancho] grant is made which includes 
such settlements, the grant is subject to such occupancy,” (31st Congress, 2nd Session, Senate 
Report 18 quoted in Charles F. Seymour, “Relations Between United States Government and the 
Mission Indians of Southern California,” M.A. thesis, University of California, Berkeley, 1906, 25. 
This interpretation of Mexican law was confirmed by the California State Supreme Court in 1888 
when the Soboba case was decided in favor of the Indians. See note 53.

56. Around 1875, the Santa Ysabel Reservation was established across Volcan Mountain, on the north 
side of the ranch. Unfortunately, it did not take in the Indian village, which was down at the bot-
tom of the hills. One wonders if Painter would have considered it a “foolish sentiment” to want to 
stay in his own home.

57. Captain “Narcisse” is perhaps Narcisco Lachapa. Ed Davis, who settled in Mesa Grande in 1887, 
remembered him as “the Grand Old Man of the Diegueños–a man of magnificent physique, a 
man of dignity and power, an orator and a natural leader among his people.” Still living in 1913, 
Davis estimated he was 90 years old. See Edward H. Davis and the Indians of the Southwest United 
States and Northwest Mexico, arranged and edited by Charles Russell Quinn and Elena Quinn 
(Downey: Elena Quinn, 1965), 73. Jackson and Kinney visited Mesa Grande, which had been 
set off as a reservation in 1876. They described the village as outside reservation lines and the 
reserved lands as “worthless.” The schoolhouse was “good” with at least twenty-seven students. 
The Indians were continually being run off their land by whites. “Whether it is possible for 
the Government to put these Mesa Grande Indians into a position to protect themselves... is a 
question,” wrote Jackson. “But... it ought to be done, if possible,” she concluded, Jackson, “The 
Report,” 494-96, quote on 496.

58. In the printed version, her name was spelled Hord. 

59. This could well be Painter’s argument for supporting the Dawes Act.

60. The Vallé de San Felipe was the easternmost Mexican land grant in California. There were at 
least two large Kumeyaay villages on the grant, one at the southern end, near the Sentenac 
Cienega, and another further up, near the top of the valley. In 1887 the ranch was sold to a man 
named Estes of Los Angeles. “It is believed that it will now be subdivided into small ranches, and 
disposed of in that manner,” San Diego Union, June 11, 1887. The village at Sentenac Cienega had 
probably already been disposed of by the time of Painter’s visit. The upper village survived until 
1903, when like the Indians from the Warner Ranch, the residents were marched off to the new 
reservation at Pala. See Edward H. Davis, “The Last Eviction,” Out West (November 1903), 485-90.

61. In 1875, the Luiseño village at Temecula was evicted after the owners of the old Mexican land 
grant sued for their removal. The San Diego Union carried many articles on the removal in 
September and October of 1875. See also Jackson’s article, “The Temecula Exiles,” The New York 
Independent (November 29, 1883): 3-4 . The government made no provisions for these Indians, who 
found new homes as best they could. Some settled southeast of their old village at dry and barren 
Pechanga. In 1882, at the urging of Agent Lawson, the area was set aside as a reservation.

62. Rather than the Oceanside Land & Water Company, Painter seems to be describing the San Luis 
Rey Flume Company, organized in 1886 to build a submerged dam and flume from the San Luis 
Rey River at the “second narrows some five miles below Pala” down to Oceanside. Later their 
plans were expanded to include a dam on the Warner Ranch, and they began acquiring water 
rights all along the river. See William Ham Hall, Irrigation in California (Southern) (Sacramento: 
State Printing Office, 1888), 88-89. German immigrant William Veal settled at Pala in 1868 where 
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he ran a store for many years. For a brief biography and a sketch of his store, see History of San 
Bernardino and San Diego Counties (San Francisco: Wallace W. Elliott & Co., 1883), 180, 200. Major 
Lee H. Utt, a Civil War vet, purchased the Agua Tibia Ranch, upstream from Pala, in the 1870s. 
His family continued to own it long after his death in 1895.

63. In “Land in Severalty: The Mission Indians Confer About It,” Los Angeles Times, June 30, 1887, the 
Pala Valley was described as “a beautiful place, well watered and containing some of the finest 
soil in Southern California.” The reporter described the two hundred Indians who attended as 
“peaceably looking,” and as “intelligent,” and “as well-dressed as any of the ranchmen in the 
neighborhood.”

64. A reference to the March 3, 1875, Indian Homestead Act which extended to any Indian born in the 
United States and who was either the head of family or twenty-one years of age the right to select 
land from the public domain under the provisions of the May 20, 1862, Homestead Act. Unfor-
tunately the Indian homesteader had to have abandoned his tribal affiliation and “adopted the 
habits and pursuits of civilized life.” Henry Norris Copp, Public Land Laws passed by Congress from 
March 4, 1869, to March 3, 1875 (Published by the compiler, 1875), 188.

65. Reverend Francis Mora owned the Pauma Ranch, located between Rincon and the Pala Reserva-
tion. On May 14, 1883, he offered it to the government for $31,000 in gold. Three days later he 
wrote Jackson thanking her for her interest in the Mission Indians. He explained he would let 
his offer stand but preferred to have the purchase closed during the spring or summer of 1884. In 
Jackson, “The Report,” 472, 512-13, she strongly recommended the purchase of this ranch. In 1891, 
Painter was able to arrange for the government to acquire some of Bishop Mora’s land at Pauma 
for the Indians and a small reservation was established. 

66. Rincon, La Peche, and La Jolla were Luiseño villages along the upper San Luis Rey River.

67. La Jolla was one of several small land grants given to former Mission Indians after the seculariza-
tion of Mission San Luis Rey in 1834. The Pablo Apis who received this grant in 1845 was perhaps 
the son of Pablo Apis, the former mission alcalde, who received a similar grant at Temecula that 
same year. See Phil Brigandi, Temecula at the Crossroads of History (Encinitas: Heritage Publishing, 
1998), 30-33. Cave Couts (1821-1874) came to California as a soldier in 1849, and two years later 

Edward H. Davis, photographer, with his children. © SDHS  #OP 15362-479.
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married Ysidora Bandini. As a wedding gift, the couple received the 2,200-acre Rancho Guajome, 
near Vista. The adobe home he built there has been restored as a San Diego County historic park. 
Couts served as an Indian subagent for San Diego County in the 1850s and was sometimes harsh 
in his treatment of the Indians. See George Harwood Phillip, Chiefs and Challengers, Indian Resis-
tance and Cooperation in Southern California (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975), 137-43, 
and William Ellsworth Smythe, History of San Diego, 1542-1908, An Account of the Rise and Progress 
of the Pioneer Settlement on the Pacific Coast of the United States (San Diego: The History Company, 
1908), 268-69. The title to the La Jolla grant was in court for decades. It had not been submitted to 
the government land commission in the 1850s, which should have invalidated it, but the Couts 
family secured a special Act of Congress in 1879 to pursue their claim. In the meantime, part of 
the grant had been included in the La Jolla Indian Reservation, created by Executive Order in 
1875. Finally, in 1891, through the efforts of Painter and the Mission Indian Commission, most of 
the old reservation was confirmed, preserving the right of the Indians.

68. Feles [Feliz?] Calac was part of a well-known Luiseño family. In his first California report, A Visit 
to the Mission Indians of California, 1887, 12-13, Painter mentioned that Calac was trying to buy a 
piece of state school land (federal land given to the states to sell to raise funds for schools). W. B. 
Ferguson, was contesting his claim, and the matter was then in court. Calac, who had to prove 
that he was a United States citizen in order to purchase the land, finally received a patent to 40 
acres in 1891.

69. Jackson once spent a night at Pala; see Jackson, “A Night at Pala,” The New York Independent (April 
19, 1883): 2-3.

70. The original Pala Indian Reservation was established by Executive Order in 1875 for a few Lu-
iseño families. In 1903 a new, much larger Pala Reservation was established as a new home for the 
Cupeño people and other villages from the Warner Ranch.

71. Father Antonio D. Ubach in 1886 established an Indian school in the Aguirre Adobe at Old Town. 
Members of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet served as teachers, and the school had a con-
tract with the government through the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions to serve as a boarding 
school. At the time of Painter’s visit, there were about 65 students. The school closed soon after 
Ubach’s death in 1907, and the remaining students were transferred to the St. Boniface School 
near Banning, where sisters from the same order taught. See Teresa Baksh McNeil, “St. Anthony’s 
Indian School in San Diego, 1886-1907,” Journal of San Diego History (Summer 1988), 186-200.

72. The government’s requirement for establishing and keeping a school was twenty students.

Note: The majority of the photographs accompanying this article are from the E. 
H. Davis Collection housed at the San Diego Historical Society.  Comprising some 
7,118 images, they are the work of Edward H. Davis (1862-1951), a San Diego County 
resident who also collected material for George G. Heye.  More than 4,000 San Diego-
area Indian artifacts Davis assembled for Heye are now in the collection of the Na-
tional Museum of the American Indian (NMAI).  Davis documented, photographed, 
studied, and wrote about Indian tribes throughout the San Diego area.  The fact that 
Davis lived at Mesa Grande for such a long time and recorded the same communi-
ties over the course of many years makes the Davis material at SDHS unique. His 
photographs, journals, and journal drawings at SDHS together with the artifacts at 
NMAI create an unparalleled portrait of the communities Davis continually moni-
tored. If any reader has further information or clarification about the photo captions, 
please call the San Diego Historical Society at 619-232-6203- Extension 127.




