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Charles C. Painter, Helen Hunt Jackson and the 
Mission Indians of Southern California

Valerie Sherer Mathes and Phil Brigandi

The Indian rights movement 
of the late nineteenth-century 
was led by a variety of dedi-
cated individuals–clergymen, 
former abolitionists, writers, 
educators, philanthropists, 
editors, and some Indians. 
One of the more powerful but 
lesser known Indian advocates 
was Charles Cornelius Coffin 
Painter.1 During the 1880s, he 
made several visits to villages 
and reservations in Southern 
California. The long letter 
below describes just a portion 
of his 1887 inspection tour 
through San Diego and what 
is now Riverside County.2 Born 
on March 21, 1833, in Draper’s 
Valley, Virginia, Painter was 
one of twelve children of 
George Painter, a Presbyterian 
clergyman, and his wife Jane 
B. (Temple) Painter. Like his 
father, C. C. Painter became a pastor, but in the Congregational Church. His early 
schooling was at Christiansburg Academy in Virginia. In 1854 he moved north, at-
tended Williams College in Williamstown, Massachusetts (1854 to 1858), graduated 

Valerie Sherer Mathes, Professor Emerita, City College of San Francisco, is author of numerous academic 
articles and three books, Helen Hunt Jackson and her Indian Reform Legacy, The Indian Reform Letters of Helen 
Hunt Jackson, and The Standing Bear Controversy: Prelude to Indian Reform, co-authored with Dr. Richard Lowitt.
Phil Brigandi has been researching and writing local history since 1975. Though born and raised in 
Orange County, he has long had an interest in the Riverside/San Diego County backcountry. He is the 
author of more than a dozen books, including histories of Borrego Springs and Temecula. This is his 
fourth article in The Journal of San Diego History.

C.C. Painter. Courtesy of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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with honors, and then studied at the Theological Institute of Connecticut. Follow-
ing his 1862 graduation,3 he was ordained at New Marlborough, Massachusetts 
on September 23, 1863. He married Martha Gibson on June 2, 1868, and shortly 
thereafter moved to Grand Haven, Michigan where he served as acting pastor for 
a year before moving on to Naugatuck, Connecticut. In 1873 he was called by a 
congregation at Stafford Springs, Connecticut. For as yet an unknown reason, late 
in 1878 Painter changed professions from preacher to teacher, becoming a Profes-
sor of Theology at Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. One of his tasks was to 
raise money for the theological department.4 

At the suggestion of Samuel Chapman Armstrong, founder of Virginia’s Hamp-
ton Institute, which like Fisk educated African-American students, Painter also 
served as the Washington, D.C. agent for the American Missionary Association 
(AMA), an appointment which eventually “led to an active interest in the other 
great problem of Indian Rights.”5 The 1880 census listed his occupation as editor; in 
March of that year he had been appointed editor and manager of the American Mis-
sionary, the association’s monthly magazine. In addition, he occasionally wrote for 
the magazine.6 He also served as corresponding secretary of the National Educa-
tion Committee.7

In 1880, Painter, his wife, and their eleven year old son, Charles,8 were living in 
Great Barrington, Massachusetts. Until Painter’s death, this would remain their 
permanent residence. Three years later, again at Armstrong’s suggestion, Painter 
was hired by the Boston branch of the Indian Rights Association (IRA). But since 
that branch, the first one, was undergoing organizational difficulties and unable 
to raise his salary as promised, he 
transferred in April 1884 to the central 
office in Philadelphia, beginning his 
decade long service as the association’s 
Washington, D.C. agent or lobbyist, 
but he was not “the smooth, ingratiat-
ing figure usually associated with the 
term ‘lobbyist.’” Herbert Welsh, the 
association’s founder, informed Arm-
strong that “[H]alf, or more than half, 
the value of our organization would be 
gone if Professor Painter left it.” His re-
ports “featured colorful and sometimes 
caustic descriptions of government 
personnel which made his pamphlets 
widely read on the reservations.” In 
addition to Painter’s investigative 
and writing skills, he was thoroughly 
acquainted with the Washington scene, 
obtaining information from the clerks 
and personnel of the Indian Office, 
adeptly tracing bills through Congress, and deciding where and when to exert 
pressure. He often conferred with President Grover Cleveland, interior secretaries 
and Indian commissioners.9 

Founded in 1882, the IRA joined the Women’s National Indian Association 

Helen Hunt Jackson, ca. 1880. Photo courtesy 
University of San Diego Special Collections.
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(WNIA), established in 1879, and the Lake Mohonk Conference created in 1883 
as the major proponents of the government’s policy of Indian assimilation.10 The 
latter, a three-day conference at the resort of Albert K. and Alfred H. Smiley in 
New York, enabled adequate time for government officials, army officers, secretar-
ies of religious societies, and Indian reformers to address policy issues. Painter, a 
frequent participant at Lake Mohonk, often gave extensive reports.11 The Boston 
Indian Citizenship Committee, whose membership overlapped that of the Boston 
branch of the IRA, also played a role in Indian reform. The letter presented here 
was addressed to Joshua W. Davis, a member of the Boston Committee, which had 
been organized as a result of Ponca Chief Standing Bear’s eastern lecture tour.12 
After attending one of his talks, novelist and poet Helen Hunt Jackson (1830-1885) 
was so moved that she took up the Indian cause, writing articles, letters to major 
newspapers, and a full-length exposé, A Century of Dishonor (1881), which con-
demned the government’s Indian policies in harsh terms.

Commissioned to write a series of articles for The Century Magazine, during the 
winter of 1881-82 Jackson toured a number of Mission Indian reservations and 
villages. After witnessing their abject poverty, she took up their cause. In 1883, 
she returned, as an official agent of the Department of the Interior, charged with 
revisiting the Indians and making recommendations for new reservations and 
other assistance. Traveling with her as co-commissioner was Abbot Kinney of Los 
Angeles, whose knowledge of California land laws and ability to speak Spanish 
proved useful. Jackson submitted their report to the government in July 1883.13 
Then using the California material she had gathered, she wrote a novel, Ramona, 
hoping to present such a “winning and alluring” picture that readers would end 
up swallowing “a big dose of information on the Indian Question, without know-
ing it.”14 An IRA pamphlet described Ramona as written “not so much with the 
intention of pleasing the public by a fascinating story as of touching the conscience 
of the American people, and stimulat-
ing them to redress wrongs of which 
they had been guilty.”15 Painter was 
one of many who read it.

The IRA soon took up the Mis-
sion Indian cause. On May 25, 1885, 
Painter set out on an extended tour of 
the Indian Territory, the Southwest, 
and Southern California. After visit-
ing a few Mission Indian villages, in 
late June he met with Jackson several 
times in San Francisco, where she had 
gone for her health. She was dying 
of cancer. He later wrote that he had 
seen an unfinished poem “lying by 
her side” which he assumed was the 
one published as “Last Poems of Helen 
Jackson” in the December 1885 Cen-
tury Magazine. Painter was impressed 
with Jackson, describing her “face [as] 
radiant as the face of an angel with the 

Antonio Coronel and his wife from a painting at the 
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.
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glow of earth’s sunset and the ruddy flush of heaven’s sunrise.” He believed she 
was comforted by the fact that the IRA had sent him to investigate “the condition 
of those people whose sad story she had told in Ramona with such moving pathos, 
and whose wretched and hopeless condition weighed so heavily upon her heart.” 
She also had asked him to return to Southern California for a second tour.16

Jackson was comforted, for in late June she had written to her Los Angeles 
friends, Antonio and Mariana Coronel: “I have been much cheered by an interview 
with Prof. Painter.”17 She had met them in 1882 through Reverend Francis Mora, 
bishop of Monterey and Los Angeles, and had been invited to their comfortable 
adobe home in the western suburbs of Los Angeles. With his wife translating, 
Antonio Coronel strummed his guitar and related stories of early California and 

the Indians. He had prepared an itinerary of 
missions and other sites for her to visit for 
background material for her articles.

Inspired by Jackson’s deathbed plea, 
Painter returned to Los Angles, accompa-
nied by Joshua W. Davis and his wife, to 
consult with Coronel and Mission Indian 
Agent Horatio Nelson Rust. Painter hoped 
that with their help, he and Davis could 
consult with a number of village captains.18 
Painter had ordered the captain at Santa 
Ysabel to assemble as many Mission Indians 
as possible, and almost four hundred Indi-
ans and twenty-eight captains had gathered 
on July 15, 1885. But, because the weather 
was too uncomfortable for the ladies, Paint-
er and his party failed to show up. Father 
Anthony D. Ubach severely criticized his ac-
tions, writing that Jackson and Kinney had 

never treated the Indians in such a manner. They had “done their duty nobly and 
faithfully by going from one Indian Pueblo to another seeing for themselves the 
real condition of the poor Indians, and their report to Congress will be an eternal 
monument of the truth, justice and fair play which has received the applause and 
admiration of everyone that has read it.” The Indians, Ubach wrote, were “sadly 
disappointed” with Painter, who did send ten dollars to help defray the traveling 
expenses of the village captains.19

On his second tour in 1885, Painter and his party only went as far as Pala, some 
ten miles from the California Southern Railroad line, and met with a few Indian 
leaders. Although the IRA lobbyist did not impress Father Ubach, he proved to 
be every bit as persistent an advocate as Jackson. In mid-October, he attended the 
annual Lake Mohonk Conference, describing the condition of the Mission Indians 
as “very sad–a condition that would appeal, not alone to Mrs Jackson, but to the 
hardest-hearted person you could find, unless it be a California land-grabber.” In 
1886, he returned to Southern California, and that October gave another report at 
Lake Mohonk.20

Painter was back again in the summer of 1887, this time with monetary support 
from the Boston Committee.21 He had another agenda—to explain the provisions of 

Father Antonio Ubach. Photo courtesy 
University of San Diego Special Collections.
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the government’s new Dawes Severalty Act, which had been approved in Febru-
ary. Although crafted with altruistic motives, the Dawes Act, viewed as a panacea 
for the Indian problem, proved to be a huge land grab with the loss of some ninety 
million acres of Indian land. Among those in favor was Theodore Roosevelt, whose 
education in Indian affairs began with his appointment to the Civil Service Com-
mission by President Benjamin Harrison. Roosevelt, however, believed that timing 
was crucial. The legislation “must not be done too quickly for [the Indian] will then 
be helpless and perish, nor must it be delayed too long, for he will then become ac-
customed to being petted and cared for and will be too weak to stand when finally 
left alone.”22

The Dawes Act was based on the assumption that because Indian people lived 
communally, the way to individualize and civilize them was to break up tribal 
lands. The head of a family received 160 acres, with 80 or 40 acres going to all oth-
ers–no lands were reserved for future generations. Lands were to be allotted in 
severalty, followed by a 25-year period during which it could not be sold nor taxed. 
Allottees were also granted citizenship. Unfortunately, merely assigning a family 
160 acres did not turn them into farmers. The 1880s, in fact, were a hard time for 
American agriculture in general. Men who had farmed for decades were losing 
their land to foreclosure; it was absurd to think that Indians, some of whom had 
never farmed, would succeed.23 

On July 16, 1887, Reverend Painter was invited to speak at the Riverside Con-
gregational Church. His talk generated interesting comments in the local paper. 
One writer accused him of endeavoring “to create sympathy for the so-called noble 
red man.” He continued: “were all civilized nations of the earth to think with Mr. 
Painter and his class of sentimentalists this entire country from ocean to ocean 
would now be a wilderness, given up to the wandering tribes of savages.” Another 
attendee, signing himself “Fairplay,” tried to defend Pointer. “It may have been un-
interesting to some, it may not have been eloquent, it may have seemed long, but we 
wait in wonder to learn on what ground it could be counted sentimental.” The editor, 
leaving no doubt where he stood, complained of “a sentiment fostered by writers like 
[James Fenimore] Cooper and Miss Jackson, to make an interesting story, and taken 
up by people in the east who know as little of the origin and history of the savages as 
the Englishman who came over here to shoot buffaloes in the streets of New York.” 
He then went on to support the white men trying to take over the best lands of the 
San Gorgonio reservation.24 Yet the Los Angeles Times had a more complimentary ap-
proach. Published the day before Painter’s talk, the Times described him as engaging 
“in the work to which Helen Hunt Jackson gave enthusiastically the last years of her 
life, viz., the protection of the Indian against the rapacity of the white man.” These 
two opinions clearly show how divided Americans were on the Indian issue.25 

In 1891 Painter again returned to California. On January 12, Congress finally 
passed legislation based on recommendations from Jackson’s 1883 government re-
port and created the California Mission Indian Commission. Painter, Smiley, now a 
resident of in Redlands, California, and Joseph B. Moore, a Lapeer, Michigan law-
yer, were appointed.26 They were charged with surveying and confirming existing 
reservations and establishing new ones. Painter carried out most of the fieldwork, 
visiting villages and reservations, holding conferences with tribal leaders, and ar-
ranging for surveys of the reservation boundaries. Smiley and Moore spent much 
of the year in the east.27 
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Three years later, in recognition of his service to the Indian cause, President 
Grover Cleveland appointed Painter to the prestigious Board of Indian Commis-
sioners. He joined Smiley, who had been appointed to the board by President 
Rutherford B. Hayes in 1879.28 Unfortunately, Painter would not have a lengthy 
tenure–on January 12, 1895, he died suddenly of a heart attack and was buried near 
his home in Great Barrington.29 Reverend R. DeWitt Mallary praised his friend’s 
Indian work: his “earnest and eloquent appeals throughout the East” to arouse 
interest in the Indian’s condition and the sacrifices he made to home and family 
comfort to attend conferences and meetings. But he accomplished “grand work” 
despite the “political chicanery” and occasional Indian outbreaks. Through it all, 
he had struggled on. Painter “was the stuff that reformers are made of,” contin-
ued Mallary, “a man of culture and piety and breadth; catholic in temper; swift to 
anger against wrong; touched with the feeling of men’s infirmities, and therefore a 
true priest.”30

In the letter that follows, we get a glimpse of the challenges faced by Southern 
California’s Indian reform advocates in the late nineteenth century and the diligent 
work of C. C. Painter.

Los Angeles, Cal., June 30, 1887

Dear Mr. [Joshua W.] Davis:

I got back from a ten days’ trip last night and was glad to find two telegrams 
and two letters from you with the information I sought, and have been notified 
to call at the bank with some one to identify me, so that I conclude that there is 

Cuero Family at Warner Ranch, 1904, ©SDHS #OP 15362-16 Photo by E.H. Davis. See Note, p. 118.
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money for me. I thank 
you for the kind and 
prompt manner in 
which my needs have 
been met.

I telegraphed Mr. 
Shepard, and have his 
answer this morning 
that he comes to Los 
Angeles the last of next 
week.  After writing 
up my journey so far in 
California, and cor-
responding with Mr. 
Woolsey and the Nick-
ersons, and attending 
a public meeting here 
on Sabbath evening, I 
will go, the first of next 
week to San Jacinto, 
San Louis [Luis] Rey, San Diego and Capitan Grande, to study the situation, and 
return here in time to meet Mr. Shepard, and address the Chautauqua gathering of 
S. Cal., at Long Beach, the latter part of this week. 

I believe I wrote you the situation on the Maronga [Morongo] Reservation at 
Banning.31 When cleared of the fifty-seven intruders on it, and with the expendi-
ture of $50,000 or $75,000 to develop the water, there could be put upon it nearly 
200 families with abundant land for their support. There are now on it only some 
ten or twelve families, and these have land and water; even without the above 
named sum, some seventy or eighty families could be located in good shape. 

I think I also wrote you that I was about to make the trip from which I have just 
returned, in company with Mr. John T. Wallace, Special examiner from the Depart-
ment of Justice,32 who is looking after violators of law in regard to selling liquor 
to Indians, the first one who has ever been sent out to these people and the Indian 
Agent John S. Ward.

I met Mr. Ward here as I started, and rode with him to Colton.33 He changed 
his mind and did not accompany me. He has just telegraphed the Department his 
resignation of his office, asking that he be relieved at the end of this month. He did 
this in answer to a telegram which, under all the circumstances he regarded as in-
sulting; and after the receipt of letters, telegrams and a varied treatment of which 
no official ought, or could, under a decent administration, be made the subject. 

Into this history I will not go now; but await the issue, and will be prepared to 
make it lively for [John D. C.] Atkins and [Alexander B.] Upshaw,34 if at this criti-
cal moment they succeed in forcing out of the services a man, who, while far short 
of being a perfect Agent, and far short of doing all that an Agent for these people 
ought to do, is, according to all testimony, from friends and enemies of the Indian, 
the most energetic and useful man who has held the position at this point. I shall 
have the full and concurrent support of Col. Wallace in whatever assault I may 
deem it wise to make on the Bureau in this case.

Mrs. Cuero Machucca, Warner Ranch, 1904. ©SDHS #86:15900-487. Photo 
by E.H. Davis.
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The Agent failing me in this trip, which I think he ought not to have done, Col. 
Wallace asked me to be his companion on this trip, which invitation I accepted, 
and so made the journey at an expense of only $6 or $8 which otherwise would 
have cost me $50 or $60.

At Temecula, a Mr. [Jacob] Bergman35 met us with a fine span of horses and took 
us that P.M. some twenty miles to his house on our way to Coahila [Cahuilla]. Next 
morning we drove fifteen or twenty miles to this Reservation.36 It is pretty well up 
in the mountain and contains some 17420 acres of good grass land; 640 of which 
has been added during the past winter by executive order. 

You will remember that I secured this, through Mr. Lamar, from S.P. R.R. 
[Southern Pacific Railroad]. I was not aware how good a thing it was until my visit. 
The old Reservation line ran through their hot springs and near their schoolhouse. 
A squatter had built a house on the unsurveyed R.R. section and was giving the 
Indians trouble and ground for considerable anxiety. This addition settles all dis-
putes as to the spring, and pushes the squatter off the premise.  

It is most excellent grass land, and is of itself, aside from the results above men-
tioned, a valuable acquisition. The Indians are very happy over it.

A Mrs. Parks and her two sons have built a number of houses along the western 
end of the Reserve, hoping to secure all the land–much more than they can, under 
an honest administration of the land office.37 They have not cultivated the land, 
but keep several hundred head of cattle that give the Indians much trouble, and 
consume much of their grass. They have put their best house so near the line, that 
it is believed the porch is on the Reservation. 

The spring they use, and which they have fenced in, is on the Reserve, as also 
a very good barn. There are here about sixty men, and in all, many of them off 
at Riverside and other places at work, about 340 Indians who claim this as their 
home. They have some crops of barley and corn which are doing well this year, but 
it is high and cold, and frosts are apt to catch their crops. Cattle raising must be 
their chief dependence, and it can be made a source of ample competency if not of 
wealth.

You will see that there is land to give nearly fifty-one acres to each man, woman 
and child; or more than 250 acres to a family of five. This is a large farm in California.

The school here has been taught since it was started, some five or six years ago, 
by Mrs. [Nancy J.] Ticknor.38 The house is about 24 x 14. She has curtained off the 
rear end, a space some 5 x 14, in which she lives. It grows very cold here, and there 
is snow every winter. The walls are made of one thickness of board, sun-cracked 
and wind-warped, with cracks for the rats to escape through. When it rains the 
teacher sits with an umbrella over her, protected by gossamer cloak and rubber 
shoes. Some winters ago, one fearful night, the snow drifted in until it covered the 
tops of the desks, despite the desperate efforts of Mrs. Ticknor and her daughter to 
carry it out in a blanket, at which they labored during the night. There are about 
forty children (?) for this school–twenty-four the day I was there. Several of these 
were men. One of them, Leonilia [Leonicio] Lugo,39 deserves special mention. He 
is twenty-seven years old; is married and has two children. He supports his aged 
parents, a widowed sister and her daughter, and in part his wife’s mother and her 
children. He has twenty-two head of cattle, and with his cousin, Roman Lugo, a 
young man near his own age, an almost inseparable companion, who was also 
in the school with him, he has fenced in and commenced to cultivate a field of 
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some five acres to which they have 
brought water by a long ditch. Their 
corn was late and small, but our 
driver said it would make a fair crop. 
Their field is near Mrs. Parks’ house, 
and they are much annoyed by her 
cattle.

There has recently been a change 
of Captain. Pablo40 has been elected 
in place of Juan Lugo, who kept 
whisky in his house, and when 
drunk, came into the school-house 
threatening the teacher with his 
pistol.

The present Captain is a bright, 
intelligent man, who has great inter-
est in his people and in the school. 
The Captain, if he does the work 
expected of him, ought certainly to 
have a ration issued to him by the 
Government. His duties are more 
clearly defined than is his author-
ity, and this is sometimes exercised with more pomposity and arbitrariness than 
wisdom. 

These Indians, so far as I saw them and could learn their wishes, are very anx-
ious to have their lands allotted to them.

I called on Ramona at her little hut,41 and gave Alessanbro [Alessandro] some 
coin in memory of that morning when his mother fled down the trail, which I 
could trace a part of the way over the mountain to her home, with him in her arms, 
leaving the body of her murdered husband where it lay after Temple’s deadly 
shot.42

This Temple came from Tenn., and has been associated with a man, another 
scoundrel, named Fain, (Mrs. Jackson spelled it Fane) also from Tenn.43 Thank 
heaven he is now in jail in San Diego. He murdered his uncle, who sent east and 
brought him here, for his money; but was acquitted for lack of proof, one witness 
being his confederate, and the Indian whose testimony would probably have con-
victed, was found hung before the trial came on. His Uncle and Father were two 
of the very best men of east Tenn., but this young scoundrel has proved that even 
good men may rear, as offspring, the very worst villains. 

Ramona impresses you more favorable as to beauty and intelligence as de-
scribed in the book, than as seen by her hut. She is full-blooded and homely. 

We took an early start the next morning, and made the twenty-five miles to 
Warner’s Ranch–Agua Caliente, by eleven o’clock, stopping at Puerta De La Cruz, 
one of the five Indian villages on Warner’s Ranch.  Our driver and the Indians told 
me that twenty-five or thirty years ago, there were about eight hundred Indians 
here. The ruins of one house, once lived in by Valentine Mechuc [Mechac], a very 
old, blind Indian whom I saw, is all that is left of quite a street, lined on both sides 
with houses. The graveyard near by, filled to overflowing with graves, contains 

Ramona Lubo ca. 1900. Her husband’s 1883 murder was 
part of the inspiration for Jackson’s novel Ramona.
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the great majority. Four families occupy as 
many houses up on the hillside, overlook-
ing the site of the old village, and there is 
but one child in the four families. A negro, 
named Oliver, has just proved up on a 
section of government land on which they 
had a corral for the pasture of their cows. 
They admitted that they had let the fence 
go down, and had no improvements on it, 
and did not so occupy it that they could 
claim it.44 

After our long, dusty rides, a bath 
in the waters of the hot springs at Agua 
Caliente, was most refreshing. Miss [Flora] 
Golsh has been teaching here since the 
school was first established, and was spoke 
of by Mrs. Jackson, with great enthusi-
asm in her report. She had never seen the 
report until I showed it to her, and was 
pleased to see it; but quite displeased with 
what she said of her brother, in her report 
of Pala, saying that she did him an injus-
tice. What this was I did not learn, as it is 
one of those things which are determined 
and settled.45 

There are some 175 Indians here, and 
about twenty-two children in school. 

This hot-spring is a valuable property. The flow of water is very large. It is almost 
boiling hot, and affords relief to all but the most stubborn cases of Rheumatism. I 
doubt not the spring would be valued at many thousands of dollars. It is a source 
of income to the Indians; it is also a source of great corruption to the people, as it 
draws many there who hire Indian houses and corrupt the women.46

Miss Golsh is a very remarkable Austrian woman; the daughter of a Nobleman, 
I hear; very earnest in her efforts for the people. She lives in the School-house, and 
spends most of her salary in her efforts to relieve and help. If it were not for the 
spring, this village would be very poor indeed.

The grant belongs to Ex-Gov. [John Gately] Dawney [Downey], who, I believe, is 
under a guardian. There are yet doubts as to the title, and from what I hear, a white 
man might squat on it with impunity, as the claimant would be loath to bring the 
title to the test of a trial. In the meantime, the Indian is undisturbed. How long the 
quiet may last no one knows.47

The man Helm, spoken of by Mrs. Jackson as annoying the Indians at the San 
Ysidro Canon, is still fighting for his land. His case is now in court.48 Further up 
the Canon, where Jim [Bill] Fain was attempting to get a foot-hold, a Mrs. Ayers, 
has filed on other land, but has not been able to prove up; and between Helm and 
Fain Miss Ayers has had the same success. 

Along the foot of the mountain, as we go to San Ysabel, I counted some sixteen 
or eighteen Indian Houses with little fields, in the Canons [Cañons]. I doubt wheth-

Maria Lugo, 1917, gathering seeds. ©SDHS #OP 
15362-119. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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er any Agent or Commissioner ever visited them. They belong to the village of San 
Jose, one of the Warner Ranch Indians.49

In the Afternoon I visited the school, and after school had a long conference 
with the men of Agua Caliente. Explained to them the [Dawes] Severalty bill, and 
how it opened up a chance for them to go to Banning to find good land, and make 
a home of their own. Explained how we were trying to defend the Saboba Indian 
claim to the San Jacinto Ranch,50 but had fears that we might not succeed; that their 
title was in the same doubt; that it was a title, at best, only to occupancy and use; 
that they could at best, only make a poor living on it, and hold it by a tribal pat-
ent, &c., &c. to all this they only said, this had always been their home, and they 
wanted to stay there.  Mr. Wallace gave them a strong lecture on the liquor traffic 
which is destroying so many of them, and tried to get the Captain and others to 
furnish proof against men who are selling; but they were all “Know Nothings.”51

The school-house here is adobe, and the most comfortable one we found on our 
whole trip, but sadly in need of repair. Mr. Wallace slept on the black-board; I on 
a sort of box-bed, and our driver on the floor. Miss Golsh did the best possible for 
us, and we came away with a very high opinion of her character and ability as a 
teacher and woman.

The next morning we went over to San[ta] Ysabel Ranch,52 which has recently 
been sold by Mrs. Willcox to three men, who have opened up their three Daries 
[Dairies] on it. The Agent had authority from the Department to build a school-
house here. He hauled his lumber, but was forbidden by these men to erect it. He 
kept a guard over the lumber for some time, and then hauled it away to Mesa 
Grande. Whether he applied for instructions to the Bureau and got no answer, and 
was unwilling to enter upon what seemed to him a personal combat, as one of Mr. 
Ward’s sons, who hauled the lumber says, or, whether he was ordered to take it 
away and avoid the contest, by the Department, I cannot tell, not having seen Ward 
since my return. This is certain, the point was surrendered, the house not built, 
and the claimants scored a victory. Mr. Ward hired from an Indian, an old adobe 
house for a school, and put in a teacher, who got married. He then employed the 
daughter of a man with whom I spent the night, living six miles from the school. 
This man is charged by his neighbors with making a poor liquor of his grapes and 
selling it to the Indians. This charge is made by a woman who wanted the school, 
either for herself or daughter; was mad because she could not get it, and wrote to 
Atkins that Ward was favoring the liquor sellers.53 This latter called forth from 
Atkins, the telegram which caused Ward to resign.

The teacher has the measles and the school was not in session. These Indians 
live in a Rincon, or Round Valley. They have had some six hundred acres under 
cultivation. Their houses were all on one side of the valley, near the foot of the 
Mountain, and their fields in the centre, and on the other side, extending up into 
the little canons that open up from it. A fire broke out and burned their fences 
down. They were forbidden to rebuild them: a wire fence was put between their 
houses and their fields and they have not a foot of their land for crops excepting 
one man, who is outside this fence, who pays half his crop for rent. They built their 
fences across the country highway, have a gate on it which was locked.

Shirley Ward54 repeats to me what he said last autumn, that it was understood 
that the situation was not to be disturbed by these men, until a decision was 
reached in the Saboba case. He says he was entirely ignorant of the fact that every 
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foot, or any part of their lands were thus taken. Roughly you can get an idea from 
this map of the situation.

The Indian title was good, if at all, only during occupancy and use.55 They have 
vacated these lands, and the white man is in possession. Ward, the Agent, either 
under instructions from Washington, or by his own pusillanimity, yielded the con-
test in regard to the school-building, and Ward the lawyer, has allowed himself to 
be deceived by the counsel for these parties. Immediate steps must be taken to put 
these Indians back in possession, until the question of their rights shall be passed 
upon by the Courts. If these were white men I would advise them to tear this fence 
down once and hold their lands until the Courts decided what their rights as; but I 
hesitate to do so unless I have a force to stand by and protect them.

There are here about 150 Indians, and twenty-two children of school age. Up on 
the mountain, near by, lies the San[ta] Ysabel Reservation, containing 14,705 acres 
of land, set apart for these Indians: all they have to do is to take themselves up 
there and hunt up such places as the squatters on it have left them, and make new 
homes. The foolish sentiment that this has always been their home, that it contains 
the bones of their fathers, and all that sickly sentiment, deserves, or at least re-
ceives no consideration whatever. The fact also that these 14,705 acres are, almost 
every foot of it, steep mountain, is one of small moment.56

From what I have seen, I 
have no doubt there are nooks 
& corners on this Reservation, 
where each of these Indians 
could find a better place than 
the small patch of land he 
claims on the grant; but the 
general said: “I will sooner lie 
down here and die than go 
from it.”

From here we climbed six 
miles up to Mesa Grande, a 
small Reservation of 120 acres. 
The land is mostly very good 
and well watered: it is really a 
part of the San[ta] Ysabel Re-
serve. There are some fifteen or 

eighteen families and 142 Indians, under Capt. Narcisse, rather important fellow.57 
They have three plows and one wagon. Their seed was very poor and consequently 
their crops are bad this year. They make their living chiefly by sheep shearing and 
working for the whites. 

Agent Ward built them a school house last summer, using the lumber which 
had been hauled to San Ysabel. A Miss Hood of Miss.58, was teaching two pupils, 
the others being out, sick with the measles, and one of these two were sick.  She 
has twenty on her roll. She seemed a very bright, nice young woman, and I think 
a good teacher. She has done good service as Doctor among the people, showing 
them how to care for the sick. The Indians were in trouble, the progressive ones, 
with their Captain, and are glad of the prospect that they may get out from under 
his control through the severalty bill. Jauquin [Joaquin], a sensible, middle aged 

Mesa Grande woman ©SDHS #OP 12550-21. Photo by E.H. Davis.



101

Charles C. Painter

man, wanted the Indians to take a herd of cattle and have half the increase for 
taking care of it. The Captain would not consent. He then went off by himself and 
took a small herd of goats which his boy was herding for half the increase, while 
he worked out for a white man. The Captain then thought he would take some 
cattle on the same terms and demanded that Juaquin [sic] should put off the goats, 
and would have had him flogged when he refused but for the man for whom he 
was working. He came to see me, and when I explained the severality bill to him, 
he went away full of hope that there would at least be a chance for him. 

I have since then pondered very seriously some most patent facts. Suppose 
we gain the cases as against the owners of these grants, and maintain their right 
to occupy the lands on which the Indians live who are on these. In the first place 
the amount of land is small; Second, it is for the most part well worn; third, it is 
hemmed in by the agent; fourth, they can have only a title of occupancy, which 
will inevitable lapse through removals and deaths; fifth, it is a tribal title so far as it 
is a title, and perpetuates the tribal relation.59 

I wish you would ponder these several propositions and see what you make of 
them.

The school house, I said, is new; if it was not paralleled by some others I have 
seen out here, I would only say unique. It stands on a steep hill-side; one side of the 
roof is much longer than the other; the seats for the children are two long benches 
extending along the wall at one side, out one end, without back or desk. The school 
supplies are equal to those accommodations. It makes one ashamed of the Govern-
ment when he sees such an outfit for the educational work it has undertaken for 
these people. 

One of our horses had the misfortune to break his shoe and so injure his hoof 

Mesa Grande ©SDHS #86: 15752-46. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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that we were forced to give up our proposed thirty mile ride to San Felipe.60 This is 
a confined grant, our government covering the grant with a patent. Of course this 
has not settled anything, for the patent only confirms whatever right the Grantee 
had, and is conclusive only as between the Government and the Patentee, leaving 
untouched the question of the Indians right of occupancy. There are here some 
sixty Indians. The grant has just been sold; a large price was paid for and, though I 
have not positive information on this point, it is said, with the understanding that 
the title is to be cleared of the Indian rights. The grant is to be sold in small lots, 
and the Indians are to go.

Our driver, Mr. Bergman, who has lived on his place for twenty-five years and 
knows everybody, and every foot of land; was constantly pointing out places on 
which Indians lived, from which they were either driven out-right, or bought off, 

either for a sack of flour or a 
bottle of whiskey. He took me 
out of our way to show me a lit-
tle valley in which five families 
are now living on government 
land; and aggregate of fifteen 
people. The old, man, father, or 
father-in-law and grand-father 
or most of them. Santiago Ju 
a Bes, [Santiago Juan Bes] as 
he, himself, wrote his name, 
has quite a little vineyard and 
orchard. 

I have taken these names 
and numbers of the sections 
and hope I shall be able to se-
cure the land to them, and will, 
on to-morrow, look up at the 

land office, their claims, and those of some five or six others at Pala and Parema 
[Pauma], which I afterwards found.

I believe that if Mr. Bergman could be employed by some one to go about and 
hunt up the land, little cañons of ten, fifteen, and twenty acres could be found for a 
very large number of Indians, and that it would be a good thing to do. 

Our next points, Pachange [Pechanga], Pala, Pauma, La Peche, La Jolla, Rincon, 
you know about. A new and threatening danger hangs over all these excepting 
Pachange [Pechanga], which so far as I know, does not come under its darkening 
shadow.61 

The Ocean Side Land and Water Company are purchasing and claiming wa-
ter rights all the way from Ocean Side, at the mouth of the San Louis [Luis] Rey 
River, up to its head. They have bought Golsh’s land just back of Veal’s place, 
beyond the old Messein house at Pala, and have forbidden Veal to open up a ditch 
of his, through which he used to irrigate. When he reached this land of Golsh’s 
they would not suffer him to cross it. They have bought for $60,000 the Major Utt 
place, which you will remember up on the high Mesa, under the mountain. They 
have commenced to dig for a dam, near the mill we pass, under these high bluffs, 
between Pala and Pauma, they are digging in the Cañons above the Pauma village; 

Leona Ardillo Kengish, Pechanga Reservation, October 1909, 
©SDHS  #OP 15362-57. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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they are digging over at La Jolla and La Peche, and clear up to the very head of the 
river; posting notices of a claim to 10,000 inches of water, I am told. I could not find 
one of these notices.62 

Of course this is causing great alarm among the whites, and Indians, too. What 
it all means I cannot say.

Mr. [Antonio F.] Coronel had called a meeting of the Indians at Pala on Tuesday, 
the 28th inst.63 He and his wife, Mr. Rust and his daughter, sundry photographers 
and newspapermen from Los Angeles and San Francisco, were on hand. About one 
hundred Indians came. I got back from Rincon, La Jolla, &c. Monday night, and 
from then until next morning I had a busy time.

I explained the severalty bill and urged its provisions. I explained what we were 
doing with reference to those grants and said that they should have the utmost 
defence [sic] that could be made; but made no promise, and held out no misleading 
hopes as to the issue. I asked them not to be too badly frightened as to the Water 
Company. It might be their purpose only to develop and store the water, so as to 
make the most of it, with no intention of cutting off any one from the rights they 
had to it. So long as they simply went about digging here and there, off their lands, 
to let them alone; if they, or any one else undertook to turn off their water from 
them, to notify the lawyer whom we would employ to protect them, and also to 
turn the water on again, so that their crops should not suffer. That before any one 
had a legal right to take their water, they must have gained that right in the courts, 
and of course the Indians would know of it. I said that we would take whatever 
steps were necessary to prevent their losing any rights they had in the premises, 
by the digging and giving notices, &c.

I explained their rights to enter public land, and said I would see any who 
wanted to enter such land, and do what I could to help them. Quite a number came 

Selso Pachito Residence, Pauma, 1917. ©SDHS #86: 15900-16748. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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to me after the meeting for further explanation. I also said that on two of the Res-
ervations there would be more land than the Indians living on them would need, 
and they must give up the idea of living where they had always lived, and take 
land where they could get it.64

Mr. Coronel talked to them in the same line, and with good effect.
I also said that while we were trying to fight their battles for them, they were 

protecting and supporting the most destructive enemies they had. That the gov-
ernment had sent out a man to discover and punish the men who were debauching 
their women and robbing them of everything they had, by means of whiskey and 
gambling; and instead of helping him fight their enemies, they were concealing 
and protecting them. That I could 
not do much for them with my 
friends in the east, if they should 
be told that these Indians were 
a miserable, whiskey-drinking, 
debauched people. We could not 
lead men to victory who fell out by 
the way side drunk; or who took 
to the bushes to gamble. That Col. 
Wallace was here to-day to help 
them drive out their enemies, and I 
wanted them to help him do it. The 
Col. then explained what he had 
come to do, and what steps must be 
taken by then, and would see any 
who would undertake to furnish 
proof against liquor sellers. A num-
ber came to the Col., and said they 
would do all they could now that 
they knew how to stop the traffic. 

The day was a very laborious 
one, and I believe valuable in every 
way.

It is said that Bishop Mora has 
sold his ranch to a Boston syndi-
cate.65

He either owned, or did not own the lands on which the Indians lived: if he did 
not, of course he could not sell it; if he did, then he could scarce pass as a friend of 
these poor people if he did not except from the sale of their homes. 

Mrs. Coronel was told by an Indian woman that the Indians whipped him out 
of their church at Pala not long since.

At Rincon, La Peche and La Jolla the situation is unchanged.66 The school at 
La Peche, taught by a lady from Georgia, does not amount to much. The House is 
full, but the teacher poor. The house a disgrace to any grade of civilization. A new 
house, built under Ward. It would be as easy almost to warm the country about it 
as the inside of it. The water question gives great anxiety.

Mrs. Col. Couts has as yet, taken no steps, I believe to make good her claim to 
8,848 acres of La Jolla, based upon a grant made in 1845 to Jose and Pablo Apis, and 

Tatahuila dancer at Rincon, 1912. ©SDHS #86-15752-111. 
Photo by E.H. Davis.
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purchased from them by Col. Cave Couts. This claim was not presented to the land 
Commission. It is reasonable to suppose that if she thought it good she would urge 
it; but it lies back of the order creating this reservation in 1875 or 1877.67

The school at Rincon is taught by Miss [Hattie E.] Alexander, of Atlanta, Geor-
gia. We reached there at three P. M., but the school was dismissed and we saw 
none of her work. She appeared to be a pleasant, sensible sort of woman. She and 
the other teacher, the one at La Peche, board together at the old Andrew Scott 
house under the hill as you come from La Peche to Rincon, and have bought the 
place.

Feles [Feliz?] Calac was complained of to me by some of the Indians, as having a 
piece of land under cultivation on the Reservation, while he was living on his own 
land off the Reserve. I found it was a piece he had cleared up and made his money 
on, with which he purchases the school land, and he wants to have some of his 
family have it when the lands are allotted. I said to the complainants that if he had 
stayed among them, and spent his money for whiskey, they would not complain of 
his using it, and I did not think it just to punish him for going ahead. That when 
the land should be allotted, the Commissioner would settle the question, but he 
ought to have his field which he had cleared.68

There is another Indian who had built a house on the school land which Calac 
has bought and made other improvements on it. I asked Calac what he intended to 
do with and for him. He said he would pay him for his improvements; that he was 
still living on it and he charged him no rent. I advised him to pay him, and also to 
charge him a small rent, so as to raise no question in the future as to ownership. 

The Indians said Calac bought the land as their Captain, and the land ought to 
be theirs, but instead of that he had left them, became a citizen, and took the land. 
They admitted that he had paid for it with his own money, and I explained that it 
was only as a citizen that he could purchase it.

It was easy to see that I could spend the next ten years as Lord Chief Justice, set-
tling petty cases.

At Pala, an Indian had built a house and cultivated some fields on Government 
land.69 Two years ago a Mexican named Pico, who had an Indian wife, begged the 
privilege of spending the winter in it, as he had no home. It was granted. The fel-
low is still in possession; he filed upon the land as unoccupied, but was defeated in 
his effort to prove upon it by Shirley Ward. Two other Indians have been cultivat-

Aguirre adobe in Old Town used as an Indian school by Father Antonio Ubach. ©SDHS  #20200-53.
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ing a part of the 1/4 section on which the 
house stands; one, a woman Marie, has grit 
and has stood Mexican and every one else 
off, and holds on to her five acres of it. I am 
trying to get it adjusted and have the Indian 
file on it and save it. 

There are only 160 acres on the Pala 
Reserve; and about 55 acres of this fit for 
anything; that is less than two acres to 
each of the thirty Indians on it.70 There are 
several little nooks of public land that can be 
filed upon, near, and in some cases, adjoin-
ing it. It needs very greatly a man of sense 
and honesty to go in, hand-picking, to settle 
these people.

But I must close, for I am used up with 
this long sitting.

The Agent here has received notification 
that all the schools among this people, not 
counting Father Automo’s [Antonio Ubach’s] 
boarding school at San Diego, excepting 
four, must be closed at the end of the year.71 
The four to be maintained are, San Jacinto, 
[Soboba], Coahuila [Cahuilla], Rincon and 
La Peche, or La Jolla (these are the same). 
The reason assigned is the small attendance.72 The order is simply infernal and 

worthy of the contemptible scrubs 
who are running the Bureau. 

You gather the situation;
The Agent forced by contemptible 

treatment because of his opposition to 
a protege of Upshaw’s whom he sent 
out to teach, and who attempted to 
run the Agency, to resign just when a 
man who knows the country is espe-
cially needed here. (This little woman 
who always boasted that Upshaw 
visited her house, begged a special 
Agent sent out here, to allow her to 
put on breeches and go with him on a 
two week tour over the Agency--.) 

The San[ta] Ysabel Indians fenced 
out of their lands, and the case de-
termined against them by violence, 
unless we find some way to reinstate 
them and get the case in Court on its 
merits.--

The Ocean Side Water Co., threat-

Indian Woman ©SDHS #86: 15900-1480. Photo 
by E.H. Davis.

Chief Ciñon Duro ©SDHS #OP 12550-56. Photo by E.H. 
Davis.
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ening the water supply for a large 
share of them.

The San Felipe Indians in dan-
ger of immediate ejectment, vi et 
armis.

The Pauma Ranch sold (?)–and 
if so the question to be settled 
there. 

And then the question I have 
submitted as to the value of our 
victory, if we gain it, for the grant 
Indians.

Mr. Rust will accept the posi-
tion if offered him, of settling the 
Indians on their Reservations.

I cannot find time to copy this 
long letter for the office at Wash-
ington. It will not pay to have me 
take the time for it. Will you not 

have it done, and send it to Welsh as soon as you can get it done? I will pay for the 
work if necessary.

July 1, 1887

I was telephoned to go over to Pasadena and speak on the Indian question, and 
will go to see what it means.

After consultation with Mr. Shepard and Mr. Woolsey, I will adopt such course 
as they may advise.

Yours truly,

C. C. Painter
(copy).

The original of this letter is in The Indian 
Rights Association Papers, 1864-1973, Series 
1-A, Incoming Correspondence, 1864-1968, 
microfilm edition, Reel 2. When writing The 
Condition of Affairs in Indian Territory and 
California (Philadelphia: Office of the Indian 
Rights Association, 1888) Painter included 
much of the letter verbatim for pages 51-65. 

Estevan Wypooke winnowing grain, 1917. ©SDHS #OP 
12550-10. Photo by E.H. Davis.

Grandchildren of Manuel L, 1917. © SDHS #OP 
15362-509. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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work among American Indians, see, “Our Indian Work,” 37, No. 10 (October 1883), 291; “Report 
of Committee on Indian Missions,” 37, No. 12 (December 1883); and Rev. C. C. Painter, 

Esperanza Sobernish making a basket, 1920. 
©SDHS #OP 15362-376. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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Chairman, “Report on Indian Work,” Vol. 39, Issue 12 (December 1885), 348-49, in The American 
Missionary. 

7. Their objective was “national aid to common schools.” Letters by Painter to Armstrong on 
National Education Committee letterhead stationary are in the Armstrong Papers, Hampton 
University Archives as well as letters to Rev. M. E. Strieby, corresponding secretary of the AMA, 
in the American Missionary Association Archives, Amistad Research Center. At times Indian 
Rights Association name also appears; possibly Armstrong was the connecting link. For one of 
his reports see Prof. C. C. Painter, “Education by Congressional Aid,” The Southern Workman,” 28, 
copy enclosed with Painter to Strieby, March 6, 1882, Amistad Research Center.

8. Charles Fairbank Painter (1869-1947), an orthopedic surgeon, studied at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and in Germany before opening a practice in Boston. At the time of his father’s death, he 
was working at Massachusetts General Hospital but later became dean at Tufts Medical College. 
See “Stricken with Heart Disease,” The New York Times, January 14, 1895; Bernard Drew, Great 
Barrington, Great Town, Great History (Great Barrington: Great Barrington Historical Society, 1999), 
486; and “Dr. C. F. Painter, Orthopedist, Dies,” The Berkshire Courier, (January 23, 1947), 1.

9. Hagan, The Indian Rights Association, 23 and 50 for quotes, see also 51.

10.  For the IRA, see, Hagan, The Indian Rights Association; for the WNIA see Valerie Sherer Mathes, 
“Nineteenth-Century Women and Reform: The Women’s National Indian Association,” Ameri-
can Indian Quarterly 14 (Winter 1990): 1-18, and Helen M. Wanken, “Woman’s Sphere and Indian 
Reform: The Women’s National Indian Association, 1879-1901,” Ph.D. dissertation, Marquette 
University, 1981; and for Lake Mohonk see Larry E. Burgess, “The Lake Mohonk Conference 
on the Indian, 1883-1916,” Ph.D. dissertation, Claremont Graduate School, 1972, and Burgess, 
Mohonk: Its People and Spirit: A History of One Hundred Years of Growth and Service, (New Paltz, New 
York: Mohonk Mountain House, 1993/96.

11. See for example, “ Friends of the Indians: Proceedings of the Annual Conference at Lake Mo-
honk,” September 28, 1887, and “The Indian Conference,” October 4, 1889, New York Times.

12. Because the Poncas’ small Dakota reservation was mistakenly included in the Great Sioux res-
ervation, they were forcibly removed to the Indian territory; many died. In early 1879, Standing 
Bear and a few followers fled and were arrested. After a successful federal court decision, he 
toured eastern cities. See Valerie Sherer Mathes and Richard Lowitt, The Standing Bear Contro-
versy: Prelude to Indian Reform. (Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 2003).

13. See Valerie Sherer Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and her Indian Reform Legacy (Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1990), and Mathes, ed., The Indian Reform 
Letters of Helen Hunt Jackson, 1879 to 1885 (Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1998). Kinney (1850-
1920), who had studied in Europe, worked for the 
Kinney Brothers Tobacco Company. An asthmatic, he 
came to Southern California for his health. He later 
founded the cities of Ocean Park and Venice.

14. Jackson to Aldrich, December 1, 1884, Thomas Bailey 
Aldrich Papers, Houghton Library, Harvard Univer-
sity, Cambridge, Massachusetts, reprinted in Mathes, 
ed., The Indian Reform Letters of Helen Hunt Jackson, 
337. Aldrich was editor of the Atlantic Monthly. For the 
impact of Jackson’s novel, see Dydia DeLyser, Ramona 
Memories: Tourism and the Shaping of Southern California 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005).

15. The Case of the Mission Indians in Southern California, 
and the Action of the Indian Rights Association in Sup-
porting the Defence of Their Legal Rights, (Philadelphia: 
Office of the Indian Rights Association, 1886), 3.

16. Prof. C. C. Painter, A Visit to the Mission Indians of 
Southern California and Other Western Tribes, (Philadel-
phia: Office of the Indian Rights Association, 1886), 11; 
see also Hagan, The Indian Rights Association, 69-70. Raymond Uphouse, Mesa Grande, 1940. 
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17. Jackson to the Coronels, June 27, 1885, Antonio F. Coronel Collection, Seaver Center for Western 
History Research, Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History, Los Angeles, California, 
reprinted in Mathes, ed. The Indian Reform Letters of Helen Hunt Jackson, 349. Jackson also wrote 
about them in H.H. [Helen Hunt Jackson], “Echoes in the City of Angeles,” The Century Magazine, 
(December, 1883): 205-210. Born in Mexico, Antonio Franco Coronel (1817-1894) came to California 
as a teenager. Under Mexican rule, he served as a schoolteacher, a territorial deputy, justice of the 
peace, and as an inspector for the secularized missions. During the American period, he served 
as county school superintendent, mayor of Los Angeles, and state treasurer. His 1877 recollec-
tions dictated for historian H. H. Bancroft have been published as Tales of Mexican California 
(Santa Barbara: Bellerophon Books, 1994). In 1873, he married Mary Ann Williamson, who was 
born in Texas in 1851, the daughter of a Yankee father and a Hispanic mother. Coronel like to call 
her Mariana, and she often served as his translator, when writers like Jackson came to visit. After 
her husband’s death, she lived in Mexico for a time before returning to Los Angeles in 1912. She 
died sometime after 1915.

18. Rust (1828-1906) had moved his family to Pasadena, California in 1881 where he had served with 
Kinney on the library board and was a member of the Los Angeles branch of the IRA. Both Jack-
son and Kinney had recommended him to Indian Commissioner Hiram Price to replace Mission 
Agent Samuel S. Lawson.. Rust was finally 
appointed in 1889 but resigned in 1893 after 
a troubled term in office. There were various 
complaints and accusations against him, in-
cluding his anti-Catholic views, his autocratic 
style, and his aggressive collection of Indian 
curios and artifacts. Even Painter later admit-
ted the problems caused by Rust’s “indiscreet” 
and “unguarded” talk, and the “animosities 
he has created against himself.” Painter to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, April 4, 1892, 
quoted in Donald Chaput, “Horatio N. Rust 
and the Agent-As-Collector Dilemma,” South 
California Quarterly (Winter 1982), 289. See also 
Jane Apostol, “Horatio Nelson Rust: Abolition-
ist, archaeologist, Indian Agent,” California 
History (Winter 1979/80): 304-15. For more see 
Painter to Coronel, June 29, 1885, Helen Hunt 
Jackson manuscripts, HM 38231, and Painter 
to Rust, June 18, 1885, the Papers of Horatio 
Nelson Rust, RU 462 (Box 8), The Huntington 
Library, San Marino. In both letters Painter 
noted that he had returned to Southern Cali-
fornia at Jackson’s request.

19. Ubach to General W. S. Rosecrans, September 
4, 1885, Letter Received #21068–1885, National 
Archives, Record Group 75, Office of Indian 
Affairs, Special Case 31. Father Anthony D. 
Ubach (1836-1907) was born in Catalonia, 
Spain and came to San Diego in 1866, serving that Catholic parish almost continuously until his 
death. He had met and assisted Jackson during her visits and was a strong advocate for Indians 
rights. Jackson seems to have used him as part of the inspiration for the character of Father Gas-
para in Ramona.

20. For quote, see “Third Annual Meeting of the Lake Mohonk Conference,” Seventeenth Annual report 
of the Board of Indian Commissioners for the Year 1885 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1886), 73. See also Prof. Charles C. Painter, A Visit to the Mission Indians of California, (Philadelphia: 
Indian Rights Association, 1887); and Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Lake Mohonk Conference 
(Philadelphia: Indian Rights Association, 1887), 2-3.

21. For this 1887 tour see Painter, The Condition of Affairs in Indian Territory and California (Philadel-
phia: Office of the Indian Rights Association, 1888).

Two girls at Campo, ©SDHS  #86-15752-130. Photo 
by E.H. Davis.



111

Charles C. Painter

22. William T. Hagan, Theodore Roosevelt and Six Friends of the Indian (Norman: University of Okla-
homa Press, 1997), 23.

23. Information on the Dawes Act is extensive, see for example Wilcomb E. Washburn, The Assault 
on Indian Tribalism: The General Allotment Law (Dawes Act of 1887) (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott 
Company, 1975); D. S. Otis, The Dawes Act and the Allotment of Indian Lands, ed. Francis Paul Prucha 
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1973); Leonard A. Carlson, Indians, Bureaucrats, and Land: 
The Dawes Act and the Decline of Indian Farming(Westport: Greenwood Press, 1981).

24. Riverside Press & Horticulturalist, July 23, 1887.

25. “Justice to the Indians,” Los Angeles Times, July 16, 1887.

26. “Mission Indian Commissioners,” Los Angeles Times, January 24, 1891.

27. See Valerie Sherer Mathes, “The California Mission Indian Commissioner of 1891: The Legacy 
of Helen Hunt Jackson,” California History Vol. LXXII, No. 4 (Winter 1933/94): 339-395; Larry E. 
Burgess, “Commission to the Mission Indians: 1891,” San Bernardino County Museum Association 
Quarterly, Vol. XXXV, No. 1 (Spring 1988): 2-47; and The Ninth Annual Report of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Indian Rights Association (Philadelphia: Office of the Indian Rights Association, 1892), 
which carried Painter’s report.

28. For Painter’s appointment see, Williams College Obituary Record, 274.  Smiley served until his death 
in 1912–the longest tenure on the board. See Clyde A. Milner II, “Albert K. Smiley: Friend to 
Friends of the Indians,” Churchmen and the Western Indians, 1820-1920, ed. Clyde A. Milner II and 
Floyd A. O’Neil (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985): 143-75; and Larry E. Burgess, The 
Smileys (Redlands: Moore Historical Foundation, 1991).

29. “Stricken with Heart Disease,” New York Times, January 14, 1895; “Rev. Chas. C. Painter,” The 
American Missionary, Vol. 49, No. 3 (March 1895), 103; “A Great Loss,” The Indian’s Friend,” Vol. VII, 
No. 6 (February 1895), 4.

30. Reverend R. DeWitt Mallary,“The Tribute of a Friend,” The Berkshire Courier, (January 24, 1895). 
For other tributes see “Charles C. Painter,” (January 17, 1895), 4; and “Tribute to Mr. Painter,” 
(January 31, 1895), The Berkshire Courier.

31. The Morongo Reservation (known as the San Gorgonio or Potrero Reservation in the early days) 
is located east of Banning, in the San Gorgonio Pass. Established as an Executive Order reserva-
tion by President Rutherford B. Hayes in 1878, there were difficulties from the beginning with 
white encroachment and uncertain boundary lines, see Helen Hunt Jackson (H.H.), “Report on 
the Condition and Needs of the Mission Indians of California, Made by Special Agents Helen 
Jackson and Abbott Kinney, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,”[Hereafter cited as “The Re-
port”]  in A Century of Dishonor: A Sketch of the Government’s Dealings with Some of the Indian Tribes, 
(Boston: Roberts Brothers, 1888), 508-11. On his first visit, Painter was shocked to find that “squat-
ters” were now being represented by former Mission Indian Agent J. G. McCallum, who argued 
that “inasmuch as these filings were allowed by the Government officials, meaning himself at the 
time, they ought not to be canceled now.” See Painter, A Visit to the Mission Indians of California, 11. 
The government ordered all the squatters off Indian land in 1888, but it was many years before all 
the conflicting claims were settled. Painter dealt with the problems again during his work with 
the Mission Indian Commission in 1891.

32. According to the June 30, 1887, issue of the Los Angeles Times, “Col Wallace is visiting among these 
Indians in hope that he will be able to cause the arrest of certain half-breeds, who are engaged in 
taking whisky by the demijohn on to the reservation in defiance of the law.”

33. John S. Ward served as agent from October 1885 until August 1887 when Joseph W. Preston was 
appointed. According to Painter, Ward had been subjected to a string of complaints from one of 
his school teachers. “A war was begun at that time and never ceased until he has been forced, 
as he says, in self-respect, to resign his position,” see Painter, The Condition of Affairs in Indian 
Territory and California, 51. Reporting his resignation, the Los Angeles Times, July 3, 1887, quoted 
from the Colton Semi-Tropic: “Mr. Ward has uniformly performed his official duties in an able and 
impartial manner.” Colton was then the headquarters for the Mission Indian Agency.

34. John D. C. Atkins, a Tennessee Native, was appointed Commissioner of Indian affairs on March 
21, 1885. He resigned on June 14, 1888, and ran unsuccessfully for the Senate.  See Gregory C. 
Thompson, “John D. C. Atkins, 1885-1888,” The Comissioners of Indian Affairs, 1824-1977, ed. Robert 
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M. Kvasnicka and Herman J. Viola (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979): 181-88. Alex-
ander B. Upshaw served as both assistant Commissioners of Indian Affairs and at times acting 
Commissioner. Ward’s school teacher nemesis claimed to be his protégé, and that he had met 
with her personally about problems in the agency. Upshaw was noted for his pompous manner 
while conducting official business, see “He must be Called ‘General,’” New York Times, November 
10, 1886.

35. Jacob Bergman (1832-1894), a German immigrant, settled in Aguanga in 1864. He was well known 
to travelers along the old Butterfield Trail in the late nineteenth century. He served a term as a 
San Diego County Supervisor. See Coral R. Bergman, Jacob Bergman of Aguanga, the Real Story (Oak 
Grove: The author, 1996).

36. The Cahuilla Reservation is near the town of Anza, in what is now Riverside County. Part of the 
area was given by the government to the Southern Pacific Railroad in return for their building a 
line through the Coachella Valley in the 1870s. The railroad land was laid out in a checkerboard 
fashion, in 640-acre sections and was not included in the reservation. Jackson visited the Reserva-
tion during her official tour and left behind a lengthy history, see Jackson, “The Report,” 481-85. 
Lucius Q. C. Lamar served as Secretary of the Interior from 1885 to 1887 and was later a Justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

37. David A. Parks (1826-1882) and his wife Frances (1834-1912) came to the Cahuilla area in 1868. 
Mrs. Parks and her sons stayed on after her husband’s death. Painter probably refers to her oldest 
sons, Joseph (1864-1937) and Jesse (1862-1936). This was not the family’s first conflict with the 
Cahuilla people. In 1870 Lt. Augustus P. Greene came to settle a boundary dispute between the 
Indians and Asa Reed and his three sons-in-law, David Parks, John Taylor, and W. H. Robinson. 
The settlers agreed to accept the line set by the Indians. “It appeared upon inquiry that, with 
this exception of dispute about dividing lines, the Indians and the white settlers have lived on 
the most amicable terms,” Greene notes. See Some Last Century Accounts of the Indians of Southern 
California, edited by Robert F. Heizer (Ramona: Ballena Press, 1976), 80-82, quoting “Indian Reser-
vations in San Diego, Cal.” (House of Representatives Executive Document #296, 41st Congress, 
2nd Session, 1870). The area west of the Cahuilla Reservation came to be known as Parks Valley 
(now Lake Riverside Estates). The family sold the last of their holdings in the 1940s. For more on 
the Parks, see Faerie R. (Faye) Lawson, A History of Lake Riverside Estates (Aguanga: Lake Riverside 
Mountain-Ears, 1995), and Lester Reed, Old-Timers of Southeastern California (Redlands: Citrograph 
Printing Co., 1967), 249-53.

38. Nancy J. Ticknor, the first teacher hired for the new Cahuilla School in 1881, impressed Jackson. 
“I honestly do not believe there is one woman in a million that could endure life in that Cahuilla 
village,” she wrote Soboba schoolteacher Mary Sheriff, see Jackson to Sheriff, December 1, 1883, 
Helen Hunt Jackson manuscripts, HM 142,14, the Huntington Library, reprinted in Mathes, ed. 
The Indian Reform Letters of Helen Hunt Jackson, 305. Jackson wrote about Ticknor in “A Day With 
the Cahuillas,” The Independent (October 11, 1883), 3, and “The Pennsylvania Women,” The Chris-
tian Union (December 28, 1882, January 4, 1883). Ticknor was born in Pennsylvania around 1840 
and married James C. Ticknor in 1869. He had first come to California during the Gold Rush, and 
the couple lived in San Francisco. But when Mr. Ticknor’s health failed around 1875, they came 
to Southern California and opened a small store in the Sage area, in the mountains southeast of 
Temecula. J. C. died in 1880 or 1881, leaving his widow with two small children. Her daughter, 
Gertrude, who lived with her in Cahuilla, later became a teacher. Nancy Ticknor died May 7, 
1888. For more see the biography of her son, Charles Ticknor, in J. M. Guinn, A History of California 
and an Extended History of its Southern Coast Counties (Los Angeles: Historic Record Company, 
1907). He died in Hemet in 1928.

39. Leonicio Lugo (ca. 1860-1937) was born and raised at the Cahuilla Reservation, where his father, 
Fernando (d. 1905), was village captain during Jackson’s visit. His obituary appears in The Hemet 
News, February 5, 1937. While attending Ticknor’s school, Leonicio met Jackson and on June 24, 
1883, wrote her a letter. In her July 1 response, Jackson expressed doubts that she would be able 
to visit the Cahuilla Valley again but encouraged him to keep studying. “I want all the Indians 
to work and save money and show that they can do all things as well as the Americans do,” she 
concluded. Jackson’s letter, published in the Hemet News on April 15, 1932 is reprinted in Mathes, 
The Indian Reform Letters of Helen Hunt Jackson, 285. Lugo was considered a “progressive” by agent 
Horatio Nelson Rust who employed him as interpreter, made him a police officer, and supported 
his ascendancy to captain in 1890 following Pablo Cassero’s death, see Richard Alan Hanks, 
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“‘This War is For a Whole Life’: The Culture of Resistance Among Southern California Indians, 
1850-1966,” Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, Riverside, 2006, 142-43; see also 145-49, 
151-53.

40. Possibly Pablo Cassero who died in 1890.

41. Ramona Lubo (ca. 1853-1922) was the widow of Juan Diego, whose 1883 murder served as the 
basis for the death of Ramona’s husband, Alessandro. Readers began connecting her with Jack-
son’s heroine and like Painter, expressing disappointment that the “real Ramona” did not live up 
to the fictional ideal. There is no evidence that Jackson ever met Ramona Lubo, whose husband 
had been killed just days before her visit to Cahuilla in 1883. “Every incident in Ramona (ie. of 
the Ind[ian] Hist[ory]) is true,” she explained. “A Cahuilla Indian was shot two years ago, exactly 
as Alessandro is–and his wife’ s name was Ramona–and I never knew this last fact, until Ra-
mona was half written! What do you think of that for a coincidence?” Jackson to Thomas Bailey 
Aldrich, December 1, 1884, Aldrich Papers, Houghton Library, Harvard University, reprinted in 
Mathes, ed. Indian Reform Letters, 337. The little Alessandro who Painter mentions was most likely 
Lubo’s oldest son, but whether he was actually named Alessandro is questionable. He is said to 
have died in the 1890s, at the age of 14. Another son, Condino Hopkins (ca. 1887-1951) was born of 
a white father. He later gave several interviews about his mother’s life, which unfortunately blur 
the details with tales from the novel. See Garey Powell, “Ramona’s Real Story,” Los Angeles Times, 
October 1, 1922, and Dorothy Page, “Story of Ramona told by Condino Hopkins of Banning,” San 
Jacinto Valley Register, May 8, 1941. For an attempt to sort out the facts of her life, see Phil Brigandi, 
“Debating the existence of a ‘real’ Ramona,” The Valley Chronicle (Hemet, California), February 9, 
2002, and “Ramona’s life more tragic than novel tells,” The Valley Chronicle, February 13, 2002.

42. Sam Temple (ca. 1841-1904) settled in the San Jacinto area around 1876 and worked as a team-
ster, driving lumber wagons up and down the mountain. He had a violent reputation and was 
involved in a number of fights and gun battles. But he is best remembered as the killer of Juan 
Diego. Amazingly, a 1900 cylinder recording of his description of the murder survives in the col-
lections of the Southwest Museum. It was made by George Wharton James, who paraphrased it in 
his book, Through Ramona’s Country (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1908), 133-35. A comparison of 
the recording with the published version shows a great many discrepancies. For a contemporary 
newspaper account, see “Indian Killed,” San Diego Sun, April 5, 1883, 3. Jackson tells the story in 
“Justifiable Homicide in Southern California,” The New York Independent (September 27, 1883), 1-2. 
For a modern account, see Phil Brigandi and John W. Robinson, “The Killing of Juan Diego: From 
Murder to Mythology,” Journal of San Diego History (Winter/Spring, 1994), 1-22. William B. Secrest 
includes a chapter on Sam Temple in his California Badmen (Sanger: word Dance Press, 2007), 85-
115.

43. William B. Fain (1858-ca. 1930) also enjoyed an unsavory reputation. In 1884 he shot his uncle, 
James C. Fain, and although a corner’s jury ruled it self-defense, Painter and many old timers 
thought it was murder. See the San Diego Sun, May 23, 27, 1884. There is no doubt that three years 
later, when Fain was on trial for another shooting, an Indian witness refused to testify, tell-
ing the judge, “that he feared Fane [sic] would kill him should he tell what he knew,” San Diego 
Sun, September 30, 1887. Jackson had found Fain in 1883, “his belt full of cartridges and pistols,” 
cutting down Indian timber and building a corral at Los Coyotes, above Warner Hot Springs. 
She described him “a rough fellow, at first disposed to be defiant and blustering.” Jackson, “The 
Report,” 491. See Phil Brigandi, “Backcountry Badman,” The High Country #65 (Temecula, Califor-
nia), Fall 2003, 18-22.

44. Puerta la Cruz was a Luiseño village at the northwest corner of the Warner Ranch. Valentine 
Mechac was one of the best known of the tribal elders. When he testified in the eviction lawsuit of 
Downey v. Barker in 1893, the San Diego Union, (July 20, 1893), speculated that he was “up toward 
the centenarian point.” His son, José Mechac, died at Pala in 1924. Painter is probably mistaken 
about the Oliver homestead. Even if he filed a claim, there does not seem to be any record that he 
ever proved up and received a patent. Jackson and Kinney visited Warner’s Ranch during their 
official tour, see Jackson, “The Report,” 485-488.

45. Flora Golsh taught at the government Indian school at Agua Caliente (Warner Hot Springs) from 
about 1881 to 1890, when she moved to the Indian school on the La Jolla Reservation. In 1883 
Jackson described her as a “lady of excellent education and [with] much enthusiasm in her work,” 
even carrying her piano “up into these wilds,” see Jackson, “The Report,” 487. Golsh was prob-
ably the “F.G,” who was writing the Warner Ranch correspondence for the San Diego Union at the 
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time. She noted Jackson’s visit and said she had “left all the Indians very happy.” Union, April 26, 
1883. Her brother, Arthur, was criticized in Jackson’s 1883 Report, 503, for taking Indian lands 
at Pala. At the time of her visit, he was teaching at the Pechanga school, where she heard “other 
rumors seriously affecting his moral character,” 506. She succeeded in having him removed by 
Agent Lawson, see Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and her Indian Reform Legacy (Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1990), 66-67. 

46. Encouraged by Jackson’s writings, the Women’s National Indian Association began missionary 
work in Southern California. In the fall of 1891 they funded a physician and field matron in the 
hopes of eventually building a hospital at Agua Caliente, incorporating the hot springs.  The hos-
pital never became a reality because the following year Downey initiated a suit in the Superior 
Court of San Diego County to eject the Indians. The suit dragged on, Downey died, his nephew 
was substituted as plaintiff, and the court declared against the Indians. Supported by funds from 
the IRA, an unsuccessful appeal was made to the California State Supreme Court. Eventually 
the case ended up before the U.S. Supreme Court; the Indians lost and were removed to Pala. 
For more see Joseph John Hill, The History of Warner’s Ranch and Its Environs (Los Angeles: 1927), 
and Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and her Indian Reform Legacy, 140-57. Samuel M. Brosius, the IRA’s 
Washington Agent from 1898 to 1933, in a letter to Herbert Welsh wrote that three Indians had 
absolute control over the hot springs and a half dozen others rented their homes to those visiting 
the springs. Beyond those individuals, “no others derive a direct benefit from the Warner Ranch 
Springs.” Brosius to Welsh, July 25, 1901, Indian Rights Association Papers (Microfilm version, Reel 
15).

47. In 1883, Downey was injured in a railway accident that killed his wife. His health was never 
good after that. A few weeks after Painter wrote this letter, the Los Angeles Times ran a lengthy 
article asking, “Is Governor Downey restrained of his liberty? This is a question that is being 
mysteriously whispered among the prominent men of Los Angeles” and continues on with a 
wealth of lurid speculation, “A Mystery. A Fruitless Search to Find Ex-Governor Downey,” Los 
Angeles Times, July 31, 1887, 9. Irish-born John Gately Downey (1827-1894) came to California dur-
ing the Gold Rush, established a store in Los Angeles and later made a fortune in banking and 
real estate–sometimes at the expense of the owners of the old Mexican land grants. In 1859 he 
was elected Lieutenant Governor and succeeded Governor Milton Latham when he resigned to 
become a U.S. Senator, serving as Governor of California from 1860-62. For a brief biography, see 
H. Brett Melendy and Benjamin F. Gilbert, The Governors of California (Georgetown: The Talisman 
Press, 1965). Downey began buying up an interest in the Warner Ranch from the various owners 
in 1869. Originally he had several partners, but by 1880 he was the sole owner. It was sold by his 
heirs to the Henshaw interests in 1911.

48. Chatham Helm (d. 1905) and his brothers settled in the Warner Ranch area in the 1870s. Around 
1877 he moved in above the Indian village in San Ysidro Canyon, southwest of Warner Hot 
Springs. The San Diego Union, “Indian Troubles at Agua Caliente,” ( August 18, 1877), reports the 
Indians had tried to burn out Helm, and he had shot and killed one of them but was let off on 
a plea of self defense. He then had the village captain, Pablo, and one other man arrested and 
charged with arson. They were convicted and jailed. In “The Report,” 489, Jackson describes his 
ongoing battles with the villagers. At her urging, the government began legal action to evict 
Helm and the other settlers around the village, and in 1889 the Los Coyotes Indian Reservation 
was established. A biography and portrait of Chat Helm can be found in San Diego County Pioneer 
Families (San Diego: San Diego Historical Society, 1977); see also Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and 
her Indian Reform Legacy, 56-57, 61-62, 69, 99, 105, 116.

49. Despite Painter’s dismal assumption, government agents had been visiting all of the villages on 
the Warner Ranch since the 1860s. The Warner Ranch sat at the juncture of four different tribal 
groups. Best-known were the Cupeño people, who lived at Cupa (Warner Hot Springs.). San José 
and Mataguay, along the southeastern edge of the valley, were Kumeyaay villages. Puerta la Cruz 
and La Puerta, near the northwest and southwest entrances to the valley, were Luiseño villages. 
There were also Cahuilla people at San Ysidro and San Ignacio, on what is now the Los Coyotes 
Indian Reservation. For maps and details, see the chapters on each of these tribes in Robert F. 
Heizer, volume editor, Handbook of North American Indians, Vol. 8 -California (Washington: Smith-
sonian Institution, 1978), where the Kumeyaay people are referred to as Tipai and Ipai.

50. Soboba (or Saboba, as it was spelled in Jackson’s time) was a Serrano village at the northeast 
corner of the San Jacinto Valley. The village was later included in the boundaries of the Rancho 
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San Jacinto Viejo, a Mexican land 
grant of 1844. When the ranch was 
partitioned in 1882, Matthew Byrne, 
a San Bernardino businessman, 
acquired 700 acres that included the 
village. In 1883, an adjoining 3,100 
acres were set aside as a reservation 
by Executive Order. Byrne sued in 
San Diego County Superior Court 
in 1883 to remove the villagers. 
Jackson followed the case closely 
and hired the Los Angeles law firm 
of Brunson & Wells at her own 
expense to defend the Indians. See 
her article, “The Fate of Saboba,” 
The New York Independent (December 
13, 1883): 1-2. When the govern-
ment refused to cover Brunson & 
Wells’ expenses, they withdrew, 
and Painter appealed to President 
Chester A. Arthur, who appointed 
Shirley C. Ward as a special attorney 
to carry on their defense. After the 
San Diego County Superior Court 
ruled against the villagers, Ward 
carried an appeal to the California 
State Supreme Court in 1886, argu-
ing that under Mexican law, the 
villages had held a possessory right 
to their lands, and that by the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the United 
States had pledged to honor all 
existing land rights in California. The court agreed, and on January 31, 1888, ruled in favor of the 
Indians (Bryne v. Alas, 74 Cal. 628). This was the first and only time the courts upheld the Indians’ 
possessory rights in California. See Mathes, Helen Hunt Jackson and her Indian Reform Legacy, 96-97, 
109, 111-13, 117, 123. The government was later able to acquire Byrne’s land through a tax sale, 
and in 1911 it was finally added to the Soboba Reservation. Van H. Garner, The Broken Ring: The 
Destruction of the California Indians (Tucson: Westernlore Press, 1982), 75-95 outlines some of the 
long and complex history of Soboba’s land and water rights. See also John W. Robinson and Bruce 
D. Risher, The San Jacintos (Arcadia: Big Santa Anita Historical Society, 1993), 101-121 for more on 
what they call the “ordeal of a people;” and The Case of the Mission Indians in Southern California 
(Philadelphia: Office of the Indian Rights Association, 1886).

51. A joking reference to the Know Nothing Party which emerged during the 1840s in the midst of 
an anti-Catholic movement. When asked about their political leanings they simply said “I know 
nothing.”

52. The Rancho Santa Ysabel (Painter consistently errs by calling it “San” Ysabel) was a Mexican 
land grant of 1844. When Jackson visited in 1883, it was owned by Captain A. Hartshorn Wilcox. 
The ranch, well-known for its dairy farms, was described by her as “well-wooded, well-watered, 
beautiful country, much broken by steep and stony mountains.” Jackson and Kinney found one 
hundred and seventy-one Indian residents in the village, see Jackson, “The Report,” 492.

53. Like all the Mission Indian Agents, John S. Ward struggled to control the liquor traffic on the res-
ervations, but it was difficult to police the scattered reservations and trials were held in federal 
courts. Opinions on whether he was diligent differed. In 1887 a correspondent from San Jacinto 
reported to the Los Angeles Times that a local man had been fined $200 for selling liquor to the 
Indians. “This ought to awaken Indian Agent Ward, of San Bernardino,” he said. “Probably Mr. 
Ward will need no further waking up,” the Times of July 11, 1887, commented. About the same 
time Ward had seven “hard-looking” men arrested at Capitan Grande for selling liquor on the 
reservation. They were brought up before U.S. Commissioner Van Dyke and pled not guilty. Bail 

Anna May Davis, wife of Edward H. Davis, in their cottage 
©SDHS  #OP 15362-434. Photo by E.H. Davis.
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was set at $500 each, which they refused to pay, so all were sent to the country jail, see Los Angeles 
Times, July 23, 1887. Some of the men later pleaded guilty and were fined. One of them, Patrick 
Cody, managed to drag his case out for more than a year and a half through various continu-
ances. “Cody was one of several who settled on the Capitan grant in San Diego County and set 
up saloons,” the Times reported.  Ward was agent and “made it lively for the saloonists.” When 
his case finally came up in District Court, Cody argued he did not know he was on a reservation 
and brought witnesses to back him up. The jury found him not guilty, Los Angeles Times, February 
27, 1889.

54. Son of Mission agent John Ward, Shirley Ward served as a special attorney to the Mission Indians. 

55. William Carey Jones, who came to California as a Special Agent of the Secretary of the Interior 
in 1849 to investigate land titles, reported to Congress in 1850, “I understand the law to be that 
wherever Indian settlements are established, and the Indians till the ground, they have a right of 
occupancy in the land they need and use and whenever a [rancho] grant is made which includes 
such settlements, the grant is subject to such occupancy,” (31st Congress, 2nd Session, Senate 
Report 18 quoted in Charles F. Seymour, “Relations Between United States Government and the 
Mission Indians of Southern California,” M.A. thesis, University of California, Berkeley, 1906, 25. 
This interpretation of Mexican law was confirmed by the California State Supreme Court in 1888 
when the Soboba case was decided in favor of the Indians. See note 53.

56. Around 1875, the Santa Ysabel Reservation was established across Volcan Mountain, on the north 
side of the ranch. Unfortunately, it did not take in the Indian village, which was down at the bot-
tom of the hills. One wonders if Painter would have considered it a “foolish sentiment” to want to 
stay in his own home.

57. Captain “Narcisse” is perhaps Narcisco Lachapa. Ed Davis, who settled in Mesa Grande in 1887, 
remembered him as “the Grand Old Man of the Diegueños–a man of magnificent physique, a 
man of dignity and power, an orator and a natural leader among his people.” Still living in 1913, 
Davis estimated he was 90 years old. See Edward H. Davis and the Indians of the Southwest United 
States and Northwest Mexico, arranged and edited by Charles Russell Quinn and Elena Quinn 
(Downey: Elena Quinn, 1965), 73. Jackson and Kinney visited Mesa Grande, which had been 
set off as a reservation in 1876. They described the village as outside reservation lines and the 
reserved lands as “worthless.” The schoolhouse was “good” with at least twenty-seven students. 
The Indians were continually being run off their land by whites. “Whether it is possible for 
the Government to put these Mesa Grande Indians into a position to protect themselves... is a 
question,” wrote Jackson. “But... it ought to be done, if possible,” she concluded, Jackson, “The 
Report,” 494-96, quote on 496.

58. In the printed version, her name was spelled Hord. 

59. This could well be Painter’s argument for supporting the Dawes Act.

60. The Vallé de San Felipe was the easternmost Mexican land grant in California. There were at 
least two large Kumeyaay villages on the grant, one at the southern end, near the Sentenac 
Cienega, and another further up, near the top of the valley. In 1887 the ranch was sold to a man 
named Estes of Los Angeles. “It is believed that it will now be subdivided into small ranches, and 
disposed of in that manner,” San Diego Union, June 11, 1887. The village at Sentenac Cienega had 
probably already been disposed of by the time of Painter’s visit. The upper village survived until 
1903, when like the Indians from the Warner Ranch, the residents were marched off to the new 
reservation at Pala. See Edward H. Davis, “The Last Eviction,” Out West (November 1903), 485-90.

61. In 1875, the Luiseño village at Temecula was evicted after the owners of the old Mexican land 
grant sued for their removal. The San Diego Union carried many articles on the removal in 
September and October of 1875. See also Jackson’s article, “The Temecula Exiles,” The New York 
Independent (November 29, 1883): 3-4 . The government made no provisions for these Indians, who 
found new homes as best they could. Some settled southeast of their old village at dry and barren 
Pechanga. In 1882, at the urging of Agent Lawson, the area was set aside as a reservation.

62. Rather than the Oceanside Land & Water Company, Painter seems to be describing the San Luis 
Rey Flume Company, organized in 1886 to build a submerged dam and flume from the San Luis 
Rey River at the “second narrows some five miles below Pala” down to Oceanside. Later their 
plans were expanded to include a dam on the Warner Ranch, and they began acquiring water 
rights all along the river. See William Ham Hall, Irrigation in California (Southern) (Sacramento: 
State Printing Office, 1888), 88-89. German immigrant William Veal settled at Pala in 1868 where 
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he ran a store for many years. For a brief biography and a sketch of his store, see History of San 
Bernardino and San Diego Counties (San Francisco: Wallace W. Elliott & Co., 1883), 180, 200. Major 
Lee H. Utt, a Civil War vet, purchased the Agua Tibia Ranch, upstream from Pala, in the 1870s. 
His family continued to own it long after his death in 1895.

63. In “Land in Severalty: The Mission Indians Confer About It,” Los Angeles Times, June 30, 1887, the 
Pala Valley was described as “a beautiful place, well watered and containing some of the finest 
soil in Southern California.” The reporter described the two hundred Indians who attended as 
“peaceably looking,” and as “intelligent,” and “as well-dressed as any of the ranchmen in the 
neighborhood.”

64. A reference to the March 3, 1875, Indian Homestead Act which extended to any Indian born in the 
United States and who was either the head of family or twenty-one years of age the right to select 
land from the public domain under the provisions of the May 20, 1862, Homestead Act. Unfor-
tunately the Indian homesteader had to have abandoned his tribal affiliation and “adopted the 
habits and pursuits of civilized life.” Henry Norris Copp, Public Land Laws passed by Congress from 
March 4, 1869, to March 3, 1875 (Published by the compiler, 1875), 188.

65. Reverend Francis Mora owned the Pauma Ranch, located between Rincon and the Pala Reserva-
tion. On May 14, 1883, he offered it to the government for $31,000 in gold. Three days later he 
wrote Jackson thanking her for her interest in the Mission Indians. He explained he would let 
his offer stand but preferred to have the purchase closed during the spring or summer of 1884. In 
Jackson, “The Report,” 472, 512-13, she strongly recommended the purchase of this ranch. In 1891, 
Painter was able to arrange for the government to acquire some of Bishop Mora’s land at Pauma 
for the Indians and a small reservation was established. 

66. Rincon, La Peche, and La Jolla were Luiseño villages along the upper San Luis Rey River.

67. La Jolla was one of several small land grants given to former Mission Indians after the seculariza-
tion of Mission San Luis Rey in 1834. The Pablo Apis who received this grant in 1845 was perhaps 
the son of Pablo Apis, the former mission alcalde, who received a similar grant at Temecula that 
same year. See Phil Brigandi, Temecula at the Crossroads of History (Encinitas: Heritage Publishing, 
1998), 30-33. Cave Couts (1821-1874) came to California as a soldier in 1849, and two years later 

Edward H. Davis, photographer, with his children. © SDHS  #OP 15362-479.
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married Ysidora Bandini. As a wedding gift, the couple received the 2,200-acre Rancho Guajome, 
near Vista. The adobe home he built there has been restored as a San Diego County historic park. 
Couts served as an Indian subagent for San Diego County in the 1850s and was sometimes harsh 
in his treatment of the Indians. See George Harwood Phillip, Chiefs and Challengers, Indian Resis-
tance and Cooperation in Southern California (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975), 137-43, 
and William Ellsworth Smythe, History of San Diego, 1542-1908, An Account of the Rise and Progress 
of the Pioneer Settlement on the Pacific Coast of the United States (San Diego: The History Company, 
1908), 268-69. The title to the La Jolla grant was in court for decades. It had not been submitted to 
the government land commission in the 1850s, which should have invalidated it, but the Couts 
family secured a special Act of Congress in 1879 to pursue their claim. In the meantime, part of 
the grant had been included in the La Jolla Indian Reservation, created by Executive Order in 
1875. Finally, in 1891, through the efforts of Painter and the Mission Indian Commission, most of 
the old reservation was confirmed, preserving the right of the Indians.

68. Feles [Feliz?] Calac was part of a well-known Luiseño family. In his first California report, A Visit 
to the Mission Indians of California, 1887, 12-13, Painter mentioned that Calac was trying to buy a 
piece of state school land (federal land given to the states to sell to raise funds for schools). W. B. 
Ferguson, was contesting his claim, and the matter was then in court. Calac, who had to prove 
that he was a United States citizen in order to purchase the land, finally received a patent to 40 
acres in 1891.

69. Jackson once spent a night at Pala; see Jackson, “A Night at Pala,” The New York Independent (April 
19, 1883): 2-3.

70. The original Pala Indian Reservation was established by Executive Order in 1875 for a few Lu-
iseño families. In 1903 a new, much larger Pala Reservation was established as a new home for the 
Cupeño people and other villages from the Warner Ranch.

71. Father Antonio D. Ubach in 1886 established an Indian school in the Aguirre Adobe at Old Town. 
Members of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet served as teachers, and the school had a con-
tract with the government through the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions to serve as a boarding 
school. At the time of Painter’s visit, there were about 65 students. The school closed soon after 
Ubach’s death in 1907, and the remaining students were transferred to the St. Boniface School 
near Banning, where sisters from the same order taught. See Teresa Baksh McNeil, “St. Anthony’s 
Indian School in San Diego, 1886-1907,” Journal of San Diego History (Summer 1988), 186-200.

72. The government’s requirement for establishing and keeping a school was twenty students.

Note: The majority of the photographs accompanying this article are from the E. 
H. Davis Collection housed at the San Diego Historical Society.  Comprising some 
7,118 images, they are the work of Edward H. Davis (1862-1951), a San Diego County 
resident who also collected material for George G. Heye.  More than 4,000 San Diego-
area Indian artifacts Davis assembled for Heye are now in the collection of the Na-
tional Museum of the American Indian (NMAI).  Davis documented, photographed, 
studied, and wrote about Indian tribes throughout the San Diego area.  The fact that 
Davis lived at Mesa Grande for such a long time and recorded the same communi-
ties over the course of many years makes the Davis material at SDHS unique. His 
photographs, journals, and journal drawings at SDHS together with the artifacts at 
NMAI create an unparalleled portrait of the communities Davis continually moni-
tored. If any reader has further information or clarification about the photo captions, 
please call the San Diego Historical Society at 619-232-6203- Extension 127.
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Cassius Carter Centre Stage
Darlene Gould Davies

Cassius Carter Centre Stage, that old and trusted friend, is gone. The theatre in 
the round at The Old Globe complex in Balboa Park had its days, and they were 
glorious. Who can forget “Charlie’s Aunt” (1970 and 1977), or the hilarious 1986 pro-
duction of “Beyond the Fringe”? Was there ever a show in the Carter that enchanted 
audiences more than “Spoon River Anthology” (1969)? A. R. Gurney’s “The Din-
ing Room” (1983) was delightful. Craig Noel’s staging of Alan Ayckbourn’s ultra-
comedic trilogy “The Norman Conquests” (1979) still brings chuckles to those who 
remember. San Diegans will remember the Carter. It was a life well lived. 

Cassius Carter Centre Stage, built in 1968 and opened in early 1969, was di-
rectly linked to the original Old Globe Theatre of the 1935-36 California-Pacific 
International Exposition in Balboa Park. It was not a new building but a renovation 
of Falstaff Tavern that sat next to The Old Globe.1 In fact, until Armistead Carter 

Darlene Gould Davies has served on several San Diego City boards and commissions under five San 
Diego mayors, is Professor Emerita of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at San Diego State 
University, and co-produced videos for the Mingei International Museum. She is currently a member 
of the Board of Directors of the San Diego Natural History Museum and has served as chair of the 
Balboa Park Committee. 

Falstaff Tavern ©SDHS, UT #82:13052, Union-Tribune Collection.
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expressed his wish to make a donation and name the remodeled Falstaff for his 
father in December 1968, The Old Globe planned to rename the renewed theatre, 
Falstaff Playhouse.2 

As with most of the buildings erected in Balboa Park for the Exposition, The 
Old Globe, the Falstaff Tavern and the Old Curiosity Shop were temporary struc-
tures that were meant to be torn down at the conclusion of the 1935 fair.3 Falstaff 
Tavern was the spot where audiences and visitors purchased food and beverages 
(apple cider, tea, coffee, old English style tarts, meat pies, and other refreshments). 
It was Tudor in style and an architectural companion to the next-door Old Globe 
Theatre, a replica of the Elizabethan Globe Theatre in London, with its open ceiling 

Falstaff Tavern refreshments. Photo courtesy of The Old Globe.



121

Cassius Carter Centre Stage

and hard bench seats. At Falstaff Tavern, delectable edibles were available to the-
atergoers before and after the forty-five-minute abridged versions of Shakespeare’s 
plays. One author recalled, “For a nominal fee, The Old Globe Theatre produced 
five abridged performances of Shakespeare’s plays daily. Two thousand five hun-
dred eleven performances were given in the 1935 season alone. If you dined at 
Falstaff Tavern, Queen Elizabeth (Elizabeth Sowersby) might be seated at the next 
table.”4

Preservation architect David Marshall wrote, “In 1936, the theater was sold to 
wreckers for $400, but a citizen’s committee was organized and raised funds to 
save the building.”5 Mary Belcher Trapnell (later Farrell) led that group of con-
cerned citizens to save the Globe complex at the conclusion of the Exposition.6 
This was the same Mary Belcher who stood outside of the California Building  
with a floral bouquet to greet the President of the United States, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, as he arrived for the 1935-36 Exposition. Her brother Frank Belcher was 
President of the Exposition Board. He was also in the jump seat of the President’s 
convertible during his Exposition visit.7 

Facing the likelihood of the imminent destruction of Falstaff Tavern, the 1936 
“Committee to Save The Old Globe” swiftly went into action. To the dismay of 
Trapnell, and another committee member trying to prevent the work of the wreck-
ing crew, they “found the much admired fireplace of Falstaff Tavern completely 
demolished” and could not persuade the crew to halt work.8 After dashing to the 
offices of the wrecking company, however, Mary was quoted a price that would 
ensure the end of demolition. She wrote a check from the committee funds account 
and the structure was saved, without its original fireplace. 

Falstaff Tavern continued to serve as a mini restaurant until World War II 
intervened. The Navy occupied many buildings in Balboa Park during the early 
1940s, including The Old Globe complex. When the Globe, also known as the San 
Diego Community Theatre, resumed theatrical work in 1947, things had changed.9 

Old Globe Plaza. The Cassius Carter Center Stage is to the right of the theatre. Photo courtesy of the Old Globe.
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Over time, the Falstaff 
space evolved into a 
place for catchall needs, 
e.g. rehearsal hall, meet-
ing place, and casting 
calls. By 1961, director 
Craig Noel was ready 
to launch a permanent 
second theatre and, in 
makeshift manner, cre-
ated a stage and seating 
in the round for produc-
tions of more experimen-
tal and non-mainstream 
fare. In 1963, Noel di-
rected his first show in Falstaff. The floors were bare, and patrons sat on folding 
chairs arranged in three rows on risers.10 In this very modest environment, Noel 
and director William Roesch created their magic. 

The first play produced was John Osborn’s angry young man British drama 
“Look Back in Anger,” and it was followed in the same season of 1963-64 by a 
deeply moving staging of Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible.”11 Both of these success-
ful productions made it clear that this kind of venue was important. Such shows 
as “Tartuffe” and  “The Little Foxes” were artfully staged. Then, there was more 
choice for San Diego theatergoers, with varied styles and genres of plays. 

It was not until 1968 that plans were definite to make the arena arrangement 
permanent by remodeling Falstaff to meet higher artistic and technical standards.12 
Of course, a new structure was preferred, but money at The Old Globe was a 
constant worry. So, due to insufficient funds for building anew, the Cassius Carter 
stage was built from Falstaff Tavern.13 The result was that some of the Falstaff 

building was kept and incorporated into the 
new one. When venerable Artistic Director 
Noel was asked, “ Was only a token piece of 
Falstaff Tavern kept as part of the Carter?” he 
answered, “Oh, more than that, I think.”14 

In order to transform what had become 
an all purpose space into an arena theatre, 
considerable remodeling and expansion were 
undertaken. According to a 1995 publication, 
“The original production and administrative 
wing was constructed in 1965, and in 1969 the 
Cassius Carter Centre Stage was created from 
the former Falstaff Tavern.”15 It was in many 
ways an extension, not a replacement. One gave 
birth to the other. On July 14, 1968, San Diego 
Union staff writer Welton Jones wrote, “The 
process of changing The Old Globe Theater’s 
Falstaff Tavern from a general-purpose room to 
a 250-seat arena theater will involve excavation 

“Godspell” 1975. Photo by Bob Redding. Courtesy of The Old Globe.

“School for Wives” 1974. Photo courtesy of 
The Old Globe.
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of a shallow bowl to allow for better 
sight lines, and removal of existing 
walls to accommodate an expanded, 
permanent seating arrangement 
surrounding 16 x 18-foot stage. The 
present tavern facade is obscured by 
refreshment booths.”16 The building 
interior was extended 14 feet to the 
rear and an added foyer extended 
the building toward the greensward. 
Donna Couchman, long-time Old 
Globe costumer, remembers that the 
Falstaff kitchen was saved and the 
area incorporated into the Carter.17 
There were four entrances into the 
arena theatre. Those entrances were 

sited at the top of rather steeply descend-
ing stairs leading down to the stage. Noel 
and others referred to these as the “four 
corners.”

The sequence of events leading to the 
Carter name is chronicled in the diaries 
of longtime Old Globe President Lowell 
Davies (1895-1983) who served in that 
capacity from 1947 until 1977, and after-
ward as board Chairman. Davies was a 
lawyer by profession who devoted much 
of his life to the arts. He was a member of 
the advisory committee of the National 
Endowment for the Arts during the 
Eisenhower and Kennedy administra-
tions. He also served for eight years on the California Arts Commission, appointed 
by then Governor Ronald Reagan.18 

The tale unfolded rap-
idly in 1968, as renovation 
proceeded. As late as July 
1968 the San Diego Union 
reported that no con-
struction contracts had 
been issued and that the 
city approval process was 
still to be undertaken.19 
The entire naming pro-
cess began and was com-
pleted between Septem-
ber 12, 1968, and January 
21, 1969. On the former 
date, Davies wrote in his 

Lowell Davies , president of  the Old Globe Theatre board, 
takes notes while Artistic Director Craig Noel, long known 
as the creative force behind the scenes, plans the next pro-
duction. Photo (1949) from the author’s collection.

“Tartuffe” 1973-74. Photo courtesy of The Old Globe.

“The Little Foxes” 1977. Photo courtesy of The Old 
Globe.
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diary: “By globe this morn & talk with Craig about prof. play in Falstaff Playhouse 
next summer that could tour community colleges. Coffee house near completion.”20 
Then, on October 8, 1968, Davies wrote, “Worked in office until 11:30 then to meet-
ing the globe; carnation slender & meeting of Exec. Comm. until almost 3. Looked 
at starting of work on Falstaff Tavern—now Playhouse.”21 Less than a week later, on 
October 21, he wrote of the board meeting, “Our annual report presented by Bernie 
Lamb, Treasurer. A very good year, even accepting gifts of $68,000. Now we can 
safely pay the $95-$100,000 for the Falstaff Playhouse, now under construction.”22 

There was a quick turn of events on Decem-
ber 4, the same day that Davies logged in his 
diary: “A summer Day. Must have been 75 de-
grees. Played tennis only 1 & 1/2 sets because 
Armistead Carter wanted to talk about gift 
of his for his family to the Falstaff Playhouse. 
He also wants to be a member of its directing 
group.”23 On December 12, he wrote, “Went 
over to Armie Carter’s after dinner to talk 
about pictures for foyer of Cassius Carter Cen-
tre Stage. He is more appreciative of his father 
after all this attention to his father.”24 On Mon-
day, January 20, 1969: “Set-back this morning 
when we decided to cancel gala performance 
set for Wed. Insufficient support. House will 
be at full dial tomorrow night. Adrienne set on 
having dull green carpet in foyer.”25 Then, the 
big night of Tuesday, January 21: “Home from 
Cassius Carter Centre Stage opening Ustinov’s 

“Otherwise Engaged” 1978. Photo courtesy of The Old Globe.

“The Unknown Soldier and His Wife” 1968-69. 
Photo courtesy of The Old Globe.
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“The Unknown Soldier and 
His Wife’...a gem of a theatre. 
Enjoyed play fairly well...
Armistead, Polly [Carter], his 
sister & bro & wife & Cassius III 
there; they should be proud.”26 

It was fitting to name the 
new theatre after Cassius Cart-
er. Certainly his son Armistead 
Carter admired him, but there 
was more to it. It turns out 
Cassius Carter was an accom-
plished man who was notable 
in his own right. Though his 
profession was that of a lawyer, 
he was admired as an expert on 
the subject of Shakespeare. John 
White reported that Carter’s 
former law partner in Texas 
stated that Carter knew most of 
the lines of Shakespeare’s plays 
by memory. Nevertheless, he 
concluded, “While the theater 
memorializes Carter for his 
Shakespearean scholarship, he 
deserves to be remembered chiefly as the energetic district attorney of San Diego 

County from 1903 to 1906.”27 
For many years, Cassius Carter’s portrait 

hung in the theater with the caption, “Drama 
is the noblest form of human expression.” This 
was the first line of a longer quote by Carter, 
which continued, “...A people that has no love 
for great plays and good players will show 
itself to be lacking in social development, in 
humane politics and in intellectual and moral 
life.”28 He wrote those words in 1905. In 1969, 
his devotion to drama was acknowledged 
when the Center Stage was named for him. 
Carter’s portrait will hang in the new Sheryl 
and Harvey White Theatre, which will replace 
the Cassius Carter Centre Stage.

Eventually, time ran out for the Carter. 
What had met building codes in 1969 no 
longer fulfilled legal requirements. Louis G. 
Spisto, The Old Globe’s CEO, pointed out to 
San Diego Union-Tribune reporter Jeannette 
Steele that the Carter’s electrical wiring was 
“pieced together” and that the theater had 

Jenni-Lynn McMillin in The Old Globe/USD 
Graduate Theatre Program’s 2004 production of 
“Twelfth Night.” Directed by Patricia Conolly.  
Photo: Jennifer Watts.

Portrait of Cassius Carter from the original hanging in the theatre lobby.  
Photo by Iris Engstrand. 



126

The Journal of San Diego History

no audience bathrooms.29 There were, how-
ever, by the date of the article in 2008, three 
other sets of patron bathrooms in The Old 
Globe complex, but not at the Carter. Actors 
and stagehands could only enter and leave 
from the set through the audience. In short, 
everything was out of date—everything but 
the love of the space by performers, directors, 
crafts people, and theatergoers. Theatre direc-
tor Noel has consistently claimed his favorite 
production space was the Carter.30 

From those associated with the Carter, 
stories flow. Betty Meads, who performed in 
nine Old Globe shows (only one of which was 
in the Carter), remembers playing the piano 
on a specially built balcony for the Bicenten-
nial production of “Rodgers & Hart” in the 
Carter in 1976. “I had to be up in the balcony 
throughout the whole show, and it was hotter 
than the dickens,” she recalled. There were six 
singers in the cast and Meads was the accom-

panist. She describes the Carter as, “intimate, providing experiences like those of 
pre-television times.” She also characterized it as good for small shows, but very 
restrictive: “With no walls, somebody was looking at the actors at all times from 
some vantage point. It required a consummate actor, one who was very agile, who 
could really be appreciated.” She added, “It was a forum where the audience was 
part of the show. It was also a hazardous setting.” As Meads pointed out, people 
were human obstacles, stretching their legs into the aisles, and those aisles con-
sisted of steps that actors frequently walked or ran up and down.31

Players on the Carter stage over a 
forty-year period comprise a roster of 
the most talented, unique, funny, and 
unforgettable performers anywhere. 
Some were equity members; some were 
not. Among that stellar group were 
Robert Foxworth, the great Irene Tedrow 
(a member of the 1935 Globe Players), 
Don Sparks, Katherine McGrath, Serena 
Pratt, Daniel J. Travanti, Lillian Garrett, 
Larry Drake, the much loved C. Wayland 
Capwell, David Dukes, Mary Louise 
Wilson, Kandis Chappell, Dakin Mat-
thews, Jonathan McMurtry, and Diane 
and John Sinor.32 

Richard Seer, Director of The Old 
Globe MFA program, faculty member at 
the University of San Diego, and sea-
soned director in the Carter space, views 

“USA” 1976. Photo by Bill Reid. Photo courtesy 
of The Old Globe.

“Pericles.” The Old Globe/USD Graduate Theatre 
Program 2007 directed by Richard Seer. Photo: J.T. 
MacMillan.
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the Carter as an actor’s theatre, a place 
where actors could shine. “It’s very excit-
ing for audiences to be that close to drama, 
to view combustion first hand. It was 
with this in mind that that the ‘Classics 
Up Close’ series was designed,” he said. 
Seer took part in some of the discussions 
regarding ways to recreate the ambience 
of the Carter in the new White Theatre.33

Couchman has many fond memories 
of working in the Carter. “I was an un-
paid costumer from 1965 until 1967, then 
paid from 1967 until 1980,” she said. She 
worked on the Carter opening production 
of “The Unknown Soldier and His Wife” 
and she remembers that the Carter open-
ing was delayed because the seats did not 
arrive in time. A major drawback to the 
Carter was the absence of dressing rooms. 
“In the Carter, costume changes were 
made either in the lobby or outdoors back 
of the theatre. People who drove down the services road and made U-turns fre-
quently saw actors in their underwear.” Couchman remembers the joy associated 

Kate Turnbull and Chip Brookes in The Old Globe/USD Graduate Theatre Program’s 2006 production of “Much 
Ado About Nothing.” Directed by Richard Seer  Photo: J.T. MacMillan

Ionesco’s “Macbett” 1975. Photo courtesy of The Old 
Globe.
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with working in the Carter: “During comedies, people sometimes laughed so hard, 
they literally fell into the aisles. That happened with the first production of ‘Char-
ley’s Aunt’ [Summer 1970]. Looking back, I realize there were many limitations to 
the Carter, but those very limitations caused everyone to be more creative.”34

Old Globe costumer and hat maker Diana Cavagnaro worked on quite a few 
shows in the Carter, including “Dear Liar” (1981), “The Gin Game” (1982), “Moby 
Dick Rehearsed” (1982), “Mass Appeal” (1983), “Wings” (1983), and “Macbeth” 
(1983). “Anthony Zerbe, who I watched on ‘Harry O’ and ‘Mannix’ was pleasant 
and so humble. I also remember making hats for ‘Billy Bishop Goes to War’ in 1982. 
The stars were David Ogden Stiers and Harry Groener. Something happened with 
the hats, either they didn’t get done in time for the photo shoot or they decided 
not to use them in the play, but that wasn’t unusual. I also played the flute in ‘Poor 
Murderer’ in 1980. I loved working in the Carter because it was very intimate. You 
felt like you were just talking with someone standing next to you.”35

Merle Wahl, long time volunteer and supporter of The Old Globe, recalls several 
of the Globe Guilders awards nights held in the Carter. The Globe Guilders aux-
iliary is a volunteer group at The Old Globe that has been in existence for more 
than five decades.36 One awards night she recalls vividly. It had a Mexican theme 
and was very festive. Event chair Wahl and co-chair Judy Miller dressed in color-
ful Mexican attire and Craig Noel served as Master of Ceremonies. She said, “He 
wore a large Mexican straw hat that had a big red pepper in the center, and he was 
at his best that evening, funny, charming, and articulate. Why not? He was in the 
Carter, and he was with his favorite gals, the Guilders.” She added, “Craig always 
had a great love for Mexico, you know. In fact, it was his fondness for Mexico that 
led to his founding of Teatro Meta, the Hispanic wing of the Globe’s educational 

The Old Globe/USD Graduate Theatre Program’s 2006 production of “Much Ado About Nothing.” Directed by 
Richard Seer. Photo: J.T. MacMillan. 
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program.”37 The beautiful bicultural production of “Fanlights” (1983) grew out of 
Noel’s passion for Hispanic culture. “Fanlights” was performed in both Spanish 
and English.38

New and innovative programs flowered in that arena setting. A fundraising 
support group for Hispanic theatre at The Old Globe was formed and launched 
with a graceful and successful formal evening. Years later, “La Pastorela” was 
staged in the Carter (2004-05, 2005-06, 2006-07) and directed by William Virchis, 
continuing the Hispanic thread of the Carter’s theatrical life.39 

The Carter played important roles in other aspects of The Old Globe’s history. 
A memorial service for Old Globe iconic costumer and set designer Peggy Kellner 
drew a large community of Globe family members. Collectively, those in atten-
dance shared voluminous memories of theatrical moments in the Carter’s life. 

So it went, play after play, until it was no more. In 2008, the wrecking ball began 
its work. 

In 2009, San Diego’s long-time and much respected theatre critic Jeff Smith wrote:

WILL NO ONE MOURN THE CARTER? The Cassius Carter Centre Stage is no 
more. The Old Globe demolished its intimate theater-in-the-round to make way 
for a state-of-the-art, ADA compliant arena. Named for its generous donors, the 
Sheryl and Harvey White Theatre will open January 2010. But, in the meantime, 
San Diego has lost a historic playing space, and no one has mourned its passing.40 

Asked how he would bid farewell to the Cassius Carter Centre Stage, Noel an-
swered, “With gratitude. I did my best work there.”41

Sometimes people mourn what might have been, but, in the case of the Carter, 
they may mourn the loss of what truly existed. To have seen and experienced it 
is cause for celebration. Now, The Old Globe moves to a new period in its history. 
2010 marks its 75th anniversary, a fitting time to inaugurate a fresh performance 
venue. The Sheryl and Harvey White Theatre will be beautiful and up-to-date. In 

Carter Stage showing audience. Photo courtesy of The Old Globe.
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addition to incorporating a sense of theatrical intimacy, a hallmark of the Carter, 
the White Theatre will provide more space, advanced technical support, and build-
ing code compliance. All of this is necessary in a different age. A new building cel-
ebrates the future. As Bob Dylan wrote so poignantly in his song, which was also 
the title of a recent Globe production, “The Times They Are a-Changin’” (2006).42 

Change is constant, but memories of the Falstaff Tavern and the Cassius Carter 
Center Stage will linger. 
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The San Diego Clippers: A Dream Ends

Travis Degheri

With the departure of the San Diego Clippers National Basketball Associa-
tion (NBA) team, San Diego’s dream of being a part of the NBA abruptly ended. 
The San Diego Rockets had been sold to Houston in 1971.1 When the ill-fated ABA 
team—The San Diego Conquistadors—failed in 1975, they were replaced with high 
hopes by the recently formed NBA expansion team, the Buffalo Braves, soon to 
become known as the San Diego Clippers.2 San Diego basketball fans once again 
flocked to buy tickets to see famous NBA players in action. Within six years, local 
residents saw their dreams end once again, this time with little understanding of 
what took place to lose the team to Los Angeles. 

Today’s Clippers originated as the Buffalo Braves in 1970 as one of three expan-
sion teams entering the NBA. The others were the Portland Trail Blazers and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, leaving the Buffalo Braves with the need to prove themselves 
on the court and establish their team as a prominent franchise.3 After a disappoint-
ing first few seasons, the Buffalo Braves were eventually able to take second place 
in the Atlantic conference by winning three of their seven playoff games.4 By the 
end of their 1977-78 season, however, the Buffalo Braves’ luck seemed to be wear-
ing out as they finished the season in fourth place with a disappointing record 
of 27 wins and 55 losses.5 Despite this poor showing on the court, the NBA sent a 
proposal to the Buffalo Braves owner, John Y. Brown giving him the opportunity 
to move his team to San Diego. He willingly agreed to this change of location. 
Though Brown agreed to the NBA’s proposal, it was not part of the plan to go to 
San Diego himself. A side deal was made with the former Boston Celtics’ owner 
Irv Levin, a California native, who jumped on the opportunity to own a team close 
to home since he was not happy in Boston.6

Under Levin, the Buffalo Braves moved to San Diego where they would soon 
become the San Diego Clippers. The team name Buffalo Braves referred to the his-
tory of Native Americans in Buffalo and did not fit well with San Diego’s image. To 
come up with a team name that would represent San Diego, the Braves asked for 
the fans’ participation. Levin organized a “Name the Team” contest that allowed 
fans to participate by sending in their potential team name ideas.7 As a result of 
the contest, the franchise decided to call the team San Diego Clippers. Renowned 
for its active harbor and historic sailing ships, San Diego made the “Clippers” an 

Travis Degheri, a graduate student in the Master of Arts program in history at the University of San 
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appropriate choice for a team name.
Though Irv Levin was known as the own-

er of the San Diego Clippers, it is important 
to note that he was not alone in his dealings. 
Harold Lipton, a successful lawyer from 
New York, had worked with Irv Levin, the 
film producer, ever since their association in 
the National General Film Conglomerate.8 
After that, Levin and Lipton proceeded to 
assume ownership of the Seattle Superson-
ics with Sam Schulman.9  Levin and Lipton 
eventually gave up their Supersonics owner-
ship to purchase the Boston Celtics. From 
there, Levin and Lipton traded the Celtics 
for the Buffalo Braves, which became the 
San Diego Clippers, a team they owned from 
1978 to 1981.

Upon the move to San Diego, the Clippers 
hired a new head coach, Gene Shue, who 
claimed he would generate an “exciting, fast 
break style of basketball.”10 Randy Smith, the 
Clippers’ excellent guard, was enthusiastic 
to hear that Shue would be the new Clip-
pers’ head coach.  Smith commented that 

Shue “was a very stylish person, he was always well-prepared and he’s a winner. I 
like those things in a coach.”11 With Shue as the new head coach of the San Diego 
Clippers, the fans, the franchise and even Shue were confident about the team’s 
future.  Levin was especially optimistic about the team under Shue’s coaching.  
He deduced that the Clippers would “come out roaring and smoking” and “put 
a winning team on the court from Day One.”12 Shue shared a similar optimism, 
but nevertheless remained realistic as he recognized the Western Conference as a 
competitive division.13 

Shue was correct; the 
Clippers division faced 
high-level competition with 
the Los Angeles Lakers, the 
Houston Rockets, and the 
San Antonio Spurs. Though 
finishing with an acceptable 
record of forty-three wins 
and thirty-nine losses, it 
was just enough to clench 
fifth place in the Pacific Di-
vision.14 Regardless of their 
place in the conference, the 
Clippers were a new team; 
they had new management, 
new players, a new coach 

San Diego Clippers guard Randy Smith sets up 
for a long-range jumper. ©SDHS, UT 90:P3399 
#29A-30, Union-Tribune Collection.

Gene Shue, left, acquires all-star center Bill Walton May 13, 1979. 
©SDHS, UT 90:P6577 #14, Union-Tribune Collection.
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and even a new name.  It is remarkable that 
they finished as well as they did. While one 
may call this first season lucky, the Clippers 
would soon realize that their luck had already 
run out.

The Clippers 1979-80 season produced 
less than satisfactory results, but they still 
managed to clinch another fifth place finish 
in their division.15 Their thirty-five wins and 
forty-seven losses displayed that the team 
was falling behind while Shue and Levin 
saw their hopes of bringing a winning team 
to San Diego becoming dim.16 Though the 
Clippers record speaks for itself, there were 
some unforeseen circumstances that contrib-
uted to their less successful 1979-1980 season. 
First, their newly acquired “big man,” Bill 
Walton, a San Diego native, played only 14 of 
the teams 82 games.17 As a part of their deal 
to obtain Walton from the Portland Trailblazers, the Clippers traded Kermit Wash-
ington, an all-star defender, Kevin Kunnert, a solid center, and a first-round draft 
pick.18 It was frustrating from Shue’s perspective as he said, “In one day I could get 
good news, then bad news, and this would happen almost daily.”19 

After acquiring Walton, the Clippers had great success in their preseason exhi-
bition games, beating teams such as 
the Los Angeles Lakers, who at the 
time had Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and 
Magic Johnson. After their victory 
over the Lakers however, Walton 
found out on the following day that 
he had sustained another stress frac-
ture in his foot. Walton remarked, “I 
am the most injured athlete ever.”20 
He also recalled that it was “frus-
trating, disappointing and psycho-
logically devastating because they 
couldn’t find out what was wrong 
with my feet.”21 Shue argued that 
this was one of the toughest seasons 
he had ever coached, but explained 
that in the following season “this 
club will be starting over.”22

The Donald Sterling Era

Shue’s contract would not be renewed for the 1980-81 season and the Clip-
pers hired new head coach, Paul Silas. This would not be the only change the 
team would see. After missing the playoffs for the third consecutive season in 

Bill Walton establishes position as a Portland 
Trailblazer. Courtesy of Bill Walton.

Bill Walton makes use of a therapeutic whirlpool. ©SDHS, 
UT 90:Q0021 #14, Union-Tribune Collection.
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San Diego, the Clippers owners, 
Levin and Lipton, decided to sell 
the team to Donald Sterling for a 
reported $13.5 million dollars in 
May 1981.23 This change of owner-
ship would become official after 
the NBA Board of Governors ap-
proved the purchase in late May 
1981.24 The acquisition was surpris-
ing since the San Diego Clippers 
finished their 1980-81 season with 
a record of 36 wins and 46 losses.25 
Regardless, Sterling seemed ada-
mant about acquiring the Clippers, 
whether they were losing or not.

At the time he acquired the 
Clippers, Donald Sterling was a 
successful lawyer and real estate 
mogul who resided in Malibu.26 
Though initially skeptical of 
announcing his worth, Sterling 
eventually gave in. He thought 
that fans would feel as though they 
could not identify with him, but 
former owner Levin eventually 
convinced him that by identifying 
his worth, San Diegans could see 

that Sterling had the potential to bring a great team to San Diego.27 Donald Sterling 
did just that by saying, “You can say that I have substantial assets. Very substan-
tial.”28 He then promised San Diego a great team, as he put it, “We are going after 
box office names. Whatever a winning team costs, we are prepared to pay. If an 
average player costs $300,000 and an above average player costs $600,000, we’ll pay 
it. We think we owe that much to the fans.”29 Union-Tribune sports reporter Nick 
Canepa commented “Everyone was optimistic when he took over.”30 Sterling made 
the fans and franchise fully aware that he was committed to making the San Diego 
Clippers a successful team on the court.31

Though his words of assurance and encouragement sounded promising, the San 
Diego Clippers would have their worst season to date, winning only 17 games while 
losing 65.32 While Sterling claimed that he was willing to spend “unlimited sums to 
buy new talent for the Clippers,” it became clear that he was not upholding his end 
of the bargain.33 Despite the fact that former coach Shue had previously mentioned 
that the franchise was in need of a forward, Sterling prevented a deal from happen-
ing with Denver for a great forward, Alex English.34 An owner with enough funds to 
put together a great team and enough arrogance to talk about it should have certain-
ly signed a player that would greatly contribute to the franchises success. 

Although Sterling’s deals, or lack there of, were certainly contributing factors 
to the failure of the San Diego Clippers in the 1981-82 season, they were not the 
sole reason for the team’s disappointing season. Unfortunately, lingering foot 

San Diego Clippers guard Lloyd Free extends for a one-handed 
dunk. ©SDHS, UT 90:P3399 #16A-17, Union-Tribune Collection.



137

The San Diego Clippers

problems benched all-star center, Bill Walton, for the entire season. Walton said, 
“You never blame the ownership. The fact that it didn’t work is my fault because if 
I had played, if I had been able to play, it would have worked.”35 Another contribut-
ing factor to the unsuccessful 1981-82 season was the attendance average.  Since the 
Clippers started playing basketball in San Diego, their average attendance de-
creased from 9,230 to 5,477 people per game.36 Realizing this apparent failure in the 
1981-82 season, Sterling sought to finish the season in last place so they could pick 
up Ralph Sampson in the upcoming draft.37 The NBA, however, found this sort of 
talk to compromise the NBA’s integrity and Sterling was fined $10,000.38 It was as if 
“he didn’t want or care if the team succeeded” in San Diego.39

Just as people began to wonder about Sterling’s antics with regard to the Clip-
pers and question whether or not he was fully dedicated to the franchise, Sterling 
tried to move the team to Los Angeles during the summer before the 1982-83 sea-
son.40 This act caused a tremendous uproar on behalf of the NBA as they proceed-
ed to investigate Sterling and 
his commitment to his team.41 
Club documents with Sterling’s 
intentions of “cutting back” on 
the spending for the franchise 
certainly did not help his cause. 
Key items to a franchise, such as 
training camp, scouting, adver-
tising, and medical expenses 
went from suitable in the 1981-82 
season to the bare minimum in 
the 1982-83 season.42 

It seemed as though every-
thing was reduced in some way, 
but certain areas were affected 
more than others. For example, 
in the 1982-83 season Sterling 
arranged for the team to train at 
North Island Naval Air Station in 
order to further cut spending, a 
thought that seemed unimagina-
ble when Sterling first acquired 
the team.43 Also, when Sterling 
cut back scouting from $23,402 
to $1,100, there was an incalcu-
lable risk in future drafts.44 The 
Clippers had been on the right 
track with their scouting as they 
drafted the number one draft 
pick, Tom Chambers, the previ-
ous year.45 Chambers would go 
on to be an all-star.  

The NBA had ways of dealing 
with Sterling’s conduct. “If one 

San Diego Clippers forward Joe Bryant glides over the Milwaukee 
defense. ©SDHS, UT 90:Q3695 #19, Union-Tribune Collection.
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of our clubs begins to operate in a manner 
that is detrimental to the NBA as a whole… 
the board of governors under the constitu-
tion has power to impose any number of 
sanctions.”46 These sanctions include any-
thing from as little as a fine to something 
as extreme as “termination of a franchise.”47 
Luckily for Sterling, the investigation came 
to an end when he hired an attorney, Alan 
Rothenberg, to handle matters pertaining 
to the Clippers.48 This inquiry on behalf of 
the NBA also halted as a result of Sterling’s 
assurance to the NBA that he was set on 
staying in San Diego with the team.49 

The San Diego Clippers 1983-84 season 
was met with a new coach, Jimmy Lynam, 
who replaced Paul Silas.50 The Clippers 
went through a number of coaches, but 
“that’s the nature of pro sports… if you 
don’t win, the players get traded and the 
coaches get fired.”51 The Clippers did just 
that. They finished the season with 30 wins 
and 52 losses and traded away Swen Nater 
and Byron Scott, two very promising play-
ers.52 Within the Clippers 30 wins, only 5 
were road game wins.53 Donald Sterling 
had had enough. 

Upon finishing the 1983-84 season, it 
was apparent that Sterling once again had his eyes fixed on Los Angeles. He an-
nounced at a press conference on May 15, 1984, that he would be moving the Clip-
pers to Los Angeles.54 Though many of the fans were surely disgruntled by this 
decision, it was nevertheless a good business opportunity. Marketing and Sales 
Senior Vice President Carl Lahr agreed that “[I]t was the right move to relocate to 
Los Angeles. I don’t think there was any way to turn around the team’s image and 
fortunes unless the team was sold and a new arena was built.”55 Bill Walton also 
pointed out:

For him it was the right decision, and it’s his team. He is from Los 
Angeles, his businesses are in Los Angeles and it has worked out for him. 
Professional basketball is a business. While people like me might have 
certain feelings, it is the businessmen who make the call. When you look at 
the history of the NBA and you look at the incredibly great players, Magic 
Johnson, Larry Bird, Kareem, Michael Jordan, Dr. J, all the phenomenal 
number of players who have made the league what it is, never discount 
what David Stern (current NBA commissioner) has done. You have to have 
that business leader at the top making the right decisions. From a business 
point of view, it was the right move.56

Bill Walton contests a shot from Hall of Famer 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Courtesy of Bill Walton.
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Although the Clippers’ time in San Diego was short-lived, it will not be forgot-
ten for what it was and what San Diego could have been, a great basketball town. 
The Clippers were not the first NBA team from San Diego since the popular Rock-
ets had made San Diego their hometown prior to moving to Houston. San Diegans 
still hope that they have not had the last professional basketball team to play in 
their hometown; San Diego has much to offer basketball fans – everything but 
financial support and an NBA team. 
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Scientific Excavations at Palomar Mountain’s 
Nate Harrison Site: The Historical Archaeology of 

a Legendary African-American Pioneer 
 

Seth Mallios

Introduction

Five consecutive summer field seasons of scientific archaeological excavation 
at Palomar Mountain have pinpointed the nineteenth-century living quarters of 
San Diego County’s first African-American homesteader—Nate Harrison, a former 
slave from the American South. Students participating in annual San Diego State 
University (SDSU) field schools in historical archaeology from 2004 to 2008 uncov-
ered the foundation of the stone cabin and unearthed over 20,000 artifacts from the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This article presents temporal and 
spatial studies of the site’s features and artifacts; together they confirm the exca-
vated area as Harrison’s frontier home. In addition, the work discussed here details 
the analytical methodologies used to reach the singular conclusion that Harrison 
lived at this particular Palomar Mountain site ca. 1865-1920. Overall, the ongoing 
Nate Harrison Historical Archaeology Project uses multiple lines of evidence—in-
cluding photographs, maps, documents, oral histories, and archaeological arti-
facts—in its endeavors to scrutinize mythical accounts of this legendary Palomar 
pioneer, broaden existing portraits of the local multi-ethnic past, and offer insight 
into everyday life in Southern California during the region’s early U.S. American 
Period. 

Historical background

Discerning fact from fiction regarding the details of Nate Harrison’s life is no 
simple matter; even apparently reliable primary sources present oppositional 
information .1 Nonetheless, multiple contemporary documents and maps establish 
a somewhat cohesive chronology for Harrison that includes his birth during the 

Seth Mallios, Chair and Professor of Anthropology at San Diego State University, is Director of the Nate 
Harrison Historical Archaeology Project. Since archaeology is a team effort that is dependent on the 
expertise, generosity, and diligence of many people he wishes to thank his outstanding field students 
from 2004-2008, his staff at the South Coastal Information Center, and his colleagues at San Diego State 
University.  In addition, he is deeply indebted to the two sets of Palomar Mountain landowners—James 
and Hannah Kirby, and Elisa Kisselburg, Vicki Morgan, and Susie Silvestri.
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1820s or ‘30s in the American South, his migration to Northern California during 
the Gold Rush in the late 1840s, and his eventual settlement at Palomar Mountain 
during the second half of the nineteenth century. Harrison’s final years are well-
chronicled, concluding with his death in 1920. Various oral histories and popular 
articles recorded and written after Harrison’s passing offer a wealth of additional 
description regarding the Palomar pioneer’s life and times, yet many of these ac-
counts contain obvious exaggerations and fabrications. The article presented here 
focuses on comparisons between the contemporary historical sources and the ar-
chaeological record, leaving Harrison’s local apotheosis for subsequent discussion.

1820s/30s: Born in the American South
1849: Travels as a slave with owner to Northern California during the Gold Rush

1850-75: Ventures to San Diego County
1875: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at Montserate 
1877: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at Montserate 
1879: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at Montserate 
1879: Patents land in Rincon (at base of Palomar Mountain)
1880: Listed separately in two San Diego County censuses (Bear Valley and San Jacinto)
1880: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at San Jacinto 
1882: Sells Rincon property to Andres Scott
1882: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at San Jacinto 
1888: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at Pala 

1889-90: Listed on San Diego Ownership map on west side of Palomar Mountain
1890: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at Pala 
1892: Filed water claim for spring on west side of Palomar Mountain
1892: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at Pala 
1893: Completes homestead certificate for property on west side of Palomar Mountain
1894: Registers to vote in Pala Precinct
1894: Listed on San Diego County Great Register; residence at Pala 
1896: Name appears on west side of Palomar Mountain on survey map
1897: County consent form for widening road on west side of Palomar Mountain
1900: Listed in San Diego County census (Smith (Palomar) Mountain Township)
1919: Leaves mountain and taken to San Diego County Hospital
1920: Listed in San Diego County census (San Diego Township, County Hospital)
1920: October 10, 1920: Dies in San Diego County Hospital

Nate Harrison timeline.

When ordered chronologically, the primary sources provide a general outline of 
Harrison’s time in Southern California. Existing historical censuses, registers, and 
land grants do not list Harrison in San Diego County until 1875 and do not specify 
him as a Palomar Mountain resident until the late 1880s/early 1890s. Overall, these 



143

Nate Harrison Site

records reveal that Nate Harrison was very mobile.2 He was listed in the 1875, 1877, 
and 1879 volumes of the San Diego County Great Register3 as residing in Montser-
ate, an area southeast of Fallbrook.4 On November 10, 1879, Harrison received a 
United States land patent for 112.15 acres in lots 2, 3, and 4 of Section 22 in Town-
ship 10, South Range One West of the San Bernardino Meridian. This land is in 
Rincon near the base of Palomar Mountain.5 The 1880 San Diego County census 
recorded Nate Harrison twice, once in the San Jacinto Township and once in the 
Bear Valley Township. Both townships were in what was San Diego County in the 
late nineteenth century, but neither included Palomar Mountain. The San Jacinto 
record listed Harrison as a single 48-year-old black male farm laborer from Ken-
tucky; the Bear Valley inventory labeled him a single 50-year-old black male farm 
laborer from Alabama. In addition, both the 1880 and 1882 volumes of the San Di-
ego County Great Register noted Harrison as a native Kentuckian residing at San 
Jacinto. According to the deed of sale, Harrison sold his Rincon property to Andres 
Scott on June 19, 1882 for $300. 

The San Diego Union published a story on March 21, 1884, incorrectly reporting 
that Harrison had died. The newspaper article noted that, “Poor ‘Nate’ Harrison 
was drowned in the San Luis Rey River during the recent storm. He was a South-
ern slave and has resided here many years.” Unfortunately, the brief account did 
not specify where “here” was, or how long “many years” constituted. Less than a 
month later, the newspaper recanted the story, asserting that, “Nigger6 Nate is not 
drowned as was reported in the Union; he still lives to vote the Republican ticket 
and beat his way through the world.” Although neither of these articles placed 
Harrison on the mountain, they did situate him in northern San Diego County, 
near the San Luis Rey River. In addition, they intimated that he was widely known 
in the local region and had likely lived in San Diego County for an extended pe-
riod of time.

Multiple historical records verify Harrison’s presence on or near Palomar 
Mountain in the late 1880s and early 1890s. He is listed in the 1888, 1890, 1892, 
and 1894 volumes of the San Diego County Great Register as residing at Pala. 
The town of Pala is just west of Palomar Mountain, and the Pala Indian Reserva-
tion—established in 1903—includes parts of Palomar Mountain. An 1889-1890 San 
Diego County Ownership Map places the name “Harris” near the top of Palomar 
Mountain in lot 1 of Section 1 in Township 10, South Range One West of the San 
Bernardino Meridian.7 On May 26, 1892, Harrison filed a water claim for the spring 
associated with this same tract of land. Harrison then completed a homestead 
certificate on March 27, 1893, for this 45.55-acre Palomar Mountain property. His 
October 22, 1894, voter registration listed his residence and post-office address as 
Pala. A December 1896 survey map entitled, “Survey No. 94 Map of Road from a 
point in the Pauma Townsite to the Summit of Palomar Mtn.,” shows a section of 
the west grade demarcated with “N. Harrison.” On February 12, 1897, the County 
of San Diego asked for Harrison’s consent to turn the aforementioned road leading 
up the mountain past his property into a public highway. The consent form from 
the County also specified the township and range coordinates of the Harrison 
property. Thus, historical and cartographic evidence confirms that Harrison was 
living on Palomar Mountain in the late 1880s. Furthermore, the 1900 San Diego 
County Census for the Smith (Palomar) Mountain Township included an entry for 
Nathan Harrison.8 
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On October 22, 1919, the San Diego Union published an article entitled, “Aged 
Negro, Owner of Mountain Spring, Enters County Hospital for the Remainder of 
His Days.” The story reported that a man named Ed Quinlan brought Harrison 
from Palomar Mountain to the County hospital after finding him destitute and in 
ill health. The 1920 San Diego County Census for the San Diego Township included 
an entry for Nathan Harrison; it stated that Harrison was an inmate of San Diego 
County General Hospital as of January 1920. Harrison died in the hospital on Oc-
tober 10, 1920. His death certificate indicated that he had been in the hospital’s care 

A scatter-plot showing that primary sources recorded Harrison’s birth year earlier and earlier as time went by, 
contributing to his growing legend as a rugged mountain man who lived past 100 years of age.
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since September 12, 1919, and that his passing was the result of “articular rheuma-
tism” and “chronic myocarditis.” The death certificate stated that Harrison was 97 
years old when he died.

Two primary records from 1921 also mention the location of the Harrison home-
stead. Soon after Harrison’s passing, the California State Superior Court recorded a 
deed of sale for his property. On July 5, 1921, Edwin Reed, the Administrator of the 
Nate Harrison Estate, sold Harrison’s 45.55 acres to Frank Salmons for $607.50. The 
following day, Reed completed an administrator’s deed to finalize the transfer of 
property to Salmons. It reiterated much of the information from the deed of sale.

Overall, the primary documents offered a broad range of details—some con-
tradictory and some consistent—regarding Nate Harrison and his Palomar Moun-
tain homestead. For example, Harrison’s birth year varied dramatically in these 
records; he was allegedly born earlier and earlier with each year that transpired. 
As his mythical status in San Diego County grew, his age was significantly exag-
gerated. This led to numerous false claims that he lived to be over 100 years old, 
resulting in the inscription on the cairn atop the grade that was dedicated to his 
memory in 1924 that stated: “Nathan Harrison’s Spring; Brought here a slave about 
1848, Died October 10th, 1920, aged 101 years; A man’s a man for a’ that.”9 Whereas 
Harrison’s burgeoning legend evolved during the tail end of his life and beyond, 
exact descriptions regarding the location of Harrison’s properties in and around 
Palomar Mountain were remarkably consistent. The 1879 land patent and 1882 
deed of sale pinpoint his earlier Rincon residence at the base of Palomar Mountain. 
Furthermore, the 1892, 1893, 1896, 1897, and 1921 records described above each 
specified Harrison’s property on Palomar Mountain’s western slope in lots 1 and 3 
of Section 1 in Township 10, South of Range 1, West of the San Bernardino Merid-
ian. While there is substantive historical evidence that Harrison lived on Palomar 
Mountain from the late 1880s to 1919, primary records do not verify that Harrison 
occupied his hillside homestead during the 1850s, ‘60s, and ‘70s as many secondary 
sources claim.10 On the contrary, they suggest for the most part that he lived in and 
around Bear Valley and San Jacinto during the 1870s and ‘80s, Palomar Mountain 
during the 1890s, 1900s, and 19-teens, and the city of San Diego during 1919-1920.

Archaeological overview

Members of the Nate Harrison Historical Archaeological Project developed a 
plan to search for archaeological remains of the Harrison homestead in the spring 
of 2001.11 Their initial research design attempted to establish whether the proposed 
excavation area—on the basis of local lore, old maps, and a rocky palimpsest—was 
indeed Nate Harrison’s former home12. It asked the following questions:

1. Does the proposed site have a date range of ca. 1850-1919 based on the ar-
chaeological remains?

2. Are the visible stones on the proposed site part of a stone foundation 
comparable to the structure seen in historical photographs of the Harrison 
cabin?

3. Is there archaeological evidence—artifactual or stratigraphic—of a pre- or 
post-Harrison occupation at the site (assumed to be pre-1850 or post-1919)?

4. Is there evidence of multiple phases at the site within the main occupation?
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5. How do insights gleaned from 
this site compare with the primary 
records regarding Harrison?

The first of five consecutive SDSU 
summer field schools in historical 
archaeology began in June 2004. 
Excavations centered on a group of 
protruding rocks that formed right 
angles on a hillside near the cairn that 
commemorates Harrison’s spring. The 
field crew first established a datum, 
enabling the placement of 5.0’ by 5.0’ 

grid units, aligned to true-north, across the site. The 2004 field school spent its first 
days on the mountain removing the grass, brush, and small trees from the site, re-
vealing that the protruding rocks were, in fact, part of a surface-level 12.0’ by 15.0’ 
rectangle stone foundation. Treating the rectangular plan of assembled rocks as a 
large feature, it was excavated with respect to its own orientation and not the grid, 
with twelve 3.0’ by 3.5’ units. 13 Excavating stratigraphically in natural layers up 
to 0.25’ in depth, the initial field school uncovered over 6,000 artifacts; subsequent 
field schools during the next four summers pushed the site’s recovered artifact 
total to over 20,000. By the end of the 2008 summer field season, students had 
completely excavated the cabin interior and exposed its original dirt floor, finished 
a set of 5.0’-wide cross-trenches across the artifact-rich patio area to the immediate 
west of the cabin foundation, and dug dozens of 2.5’ by 2.5’ shovel test pits in the 

Photograph of the site before excavation began in May 2004. 
This image was taken from the east. Author’s collection.

Students in the 2006 SDSU archaeological field school excavate the cabin interior and begin the patio trenches. 
Author’s collection.
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areas surrounding the site.14 Although the cabin foundation appeared at the outset 
of the project to be rectangular in shape, its complete excavation revealed that the 
large stones formed a nearly perfect 11.0’ square with matching 15.6’ diagonals.15 
Overall, this scientific work on Palomar Mountain began with a set of explicit 
questions in a research design and included meticulous recordation of the vertical 
and horizontal context of each excavation area.16 Ultimately, these findings were 
used to evaluate the initial research queries and develop new questions.

Temporal and spatial analyses

Archaeological dimensions of time, space, and form guide the analyses present-
ed here.17 In each case, the form of an artifact, feature, assemblage, or landscape 
is studied with respect to its variability over space and/or time. The most basic 
temporal analysis of the site’s material assemblage is an intersection of all produc-
tion/use date ranges for each datable artifact.18 The date-range intersection offers 
both quantitative and qualitative insights into a site’s occupation. Quantitatively, a 
minimum date range is generated on the basis of the earliest end production/use 
date and the latest start production/use date gleaned from the complete artifact 
assemblage. Simply put, the range is from the earliest end-date to the latest start-
date.19 Qualitatively, the nature of the occupation at the site can be inferred from 
the overall shape of the bar graph. If the bars stacked in the graph collectively form 
a gradual diagonal from top to bottom and left to right,20 then the site likely reflects 
a uniform and singular occupation without any signs of abandonment. Conversely, 
if there is a large gap or pronounced right angle in the graph’s bar stack, the site 
was most likely temporarily deserted or home to a series of occupations.21 

Topographic plan map of the 2004-2008 excavation area with emphasis on the structural foundation of the Har-
rison cabin. Courtesy David Lewis.
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A graph of the production/use date-ranges for the datable finds from the 
20,000+ artifacts recovered from the Nate Harrison site produces clear results. The 
site included 63 different artifact types with well-defined production/use date 
ranges.22 The site’s overall date-range intersection is 1865-1916. Numerous shell 
buttons with sunken panels, produced from 1837-1865, provide the 1865 occupa-
tion start-date as this artifact type has the earliest end-of-production date for all of 
the datable artifacts in the assemblage.23 Likewise, a 1916 Buffalo nickel and a 1916 
Liberty dime collectively have the latest start-of-production date—1916—for all of 
the recovered artifacts. These two coins also serve as the terminus post quem (TPQ)24 
for the site. The 1865 occupation start-date, like many attempts at a terminus ante 
quem (TAQ)25, is far from certain. Older items that are kept for extended periods of 
time or passed between individuals frequently skew archaeological data and dupe 
archaeologists into assigning their sites with premature start-dates. Buttons and 
bullets are notorious for making a site appear as if it was occupied at an earlier 
time, as these items are fairly durable and may have been transported to the oc-
cupation area long after they were no longer produced. The habit of handing down 
clothing extends the use life of many buttons.26 Likewise, bullets have an extended 
use life as they often remain fully functional long after the particular head stamp 
is no longer produced. Glass and ceramic wares are far more fragile—they often 
have a far shorter temporal range of use—and thus, provide more reliable use 
dates. Removing the clothing and fired cartridge data and relying more on dates 
from glass and ceramic sherds transforms the site chronology. If shell buttons with 
sunken panels (1837-1865),27 Levi Strauss rivets stamped with “L.S. & CO SF” (1874-
1890),28 and all of the fired cartridges with datable head stamps are taken out of the 
artifact chronology,29 then the year 1890 becomes the site TAQ on the basis of the 
production/use end date for undecorated whiteware. Therefore, an all-inclusive 
date-range intersection for the site is 1865-1916, but a more strict sherd-based chro-
nology is 1890-1916.30 Harrison may have occupied the cabin during the late 1860s, 
‘70s, and ‘80s, but the archaeological artifacts in and around the site leave no doubt 
that he was there during the 1890s, 1900s, and 19-teens.

Measures of central tendency further emphasize that the site was occupied 

Profile map of the north/south patio trench, facing east. “NH” stands for the Nate Harrison site, the numbers (27, 
22, 17, etc.) are individual 5.0’ by 5.0’ units in horizontal space, and the letters (A, B, C, etc.) are natural layers 
in vertical space. Author’s collection.
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during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The temporal medians of 
the aforementioned artifact union, artifact intersection, and ceramic/glass intersec-
tion are respectively 1912, 1891, and 1903. Mean production/use dates that take into 
account the frequency of occurrence of fragments are also informative.31 The mean 
date for the entire datable assemblage is 1918, but this date is skewed by the thou-
sands of wire nails that are still being produced today.32 The ceramic/glass mean 
date again proves to be far more reliable; it is 1885.

Regardless of which of these chronologies is used, the bar graph (see Figure 7) 
reflects a singular occupation at the Nate Harrison site. There are no large gaps 
in the artifact date ranges, and there are no striking right angles in the bar-graph 
stack to indicate multiple occupations or successive periods of abandonment and 
re-settlement. The dearth of any post-1920 artifacts at the site strongly suggests 
that the cabin area was never re-occupied following Harrison’s 1919 departure and 
1920 death. Although the Harrison property has passed through nine sets of own-
ers over the past century,33 none of them evidently engaged in any activities at the 
original site that left datable debris.34

Preliminary spatial analysis of the site’s layers suggested slight temporal 
distinctions in an expected and evenly stratified manner. For example, of the four 
coins recovered from the site, the 1916 dime and the 1916 nickel were uncovered 
in the top “A” stratum, the 1907 one-cent coin was from the middle “B” stratum, 
and the 1899 quarter was found in the lower “C” stratum. However, this later-to-
earlier/top-to-bottom spatial gradient was undermined by a subsequent thorough 
examination of the site’s cross-mends, which revealed that nearly every spatial 
context, vertical and horizontal, dated to the same time period. Following the 2006 
summer field season, students identified cross-mends35 in the ceramic and glass 
assemblages and created a master list of cumulative mends from the 2004-2006 
summer field seasons. The cross-mend list was used to connect the site’s different 
contexts; the underlying assumption is that layers with parts of the same vessel 
were deposited at the same time and thus date to the same time period.36 On the 
basis of cross-mend co-temporality and the Law of Superposition, less than 10% of 
the site’s 100+ spatial contexts remained potentially distinct in time from the rest 
of the site, and these differences do not appear to be significant.37 Overall, the site 
appears to be a singular occupation with no internal temporal distinction.

The substantial number of cross-mends has important ramifications for the 
interpretation of the site and its depositional sequence. The cross-mends strongly 
suggest that the entire site—both the exterior western patio area and interior cabin 
area—is united in time. This deduction, combined with the stratigraphic unifor-
mity of the patio area, gives support to the idea that the patio was significantly 
impacted and transformed following Harrison’s demise. Otherwise, there should 
have been a distinct vertical spatial gradient. The apparently mixed layers and ar-
tifacts support the premise that the patio-area had been bulldozed and terraced, as 
was claimed by one of the later landowners.38 This interpretation helps to explain 
why the subsoil base of the patio deposit today is so much lower than the dirt floor 
of the cabin, even though historical photographs suggest that they were at ap-
proximately the same level. Lower natural subsoil strata were likely mixed in with 
Harrison’s cultural debris during the grading, resulting in a patio deposit that was 
temporally unstratified, rife with unmodified cobbles, and markedly deeper than 
other contemporaneous living surfaces.
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Direct artifact/historical photograph parallels

Dozens of historical photographs of Nate Harrison 
exist.39 There are more photographs of Harrison than 
any other nineteenth-century San Diegan, includ-
ing City founder Alonzo Horton and famed lawman 
Wyatt Earp. These images of Harrison are significant 
for many reasons. They reveal that he was a touristic 
highlight for San Diegans, an exotic “other” with ties 
to the Antebellum South and slavery, and a burgeon-
ing legend.40 Archaeologically, these photographs are 
important time capsules that showcase both the local 
landscape and some of Harrison’s many material pos-
sessions. The images enable the SDSU archaeological 
team to draw one-to-one correspondences between 
certain items found at the site and those historically 
captured on film.

One 
of the old 
photographs 

is an undated picture, likely ca. 1910, of 
Harrison sitting by his cabin with the 
Palomar hillside in the background. It 
was taken from the west and shows his 
patio in the foreground. It is possible to 
line up the historical image—the slope 
of the land in the foreground, the near 
background to the east of the cabin, 
the distant mountain slope in the far 
background, and a few of the trees to 
the immediate north and south of the 
structure—with the modern archaeologi-
cal excavations.41 These reference points 
enable past and present images to be matched up, even superimposed, providing 
supporting evidence of the spatial concordance between the cabin in the historical 
image and the current archaeological location of the stone foundation. In addition, 

this historical photograph and many others 
like it reveal Harrison’s structure to be primar-
ily made of stone, square in plan, with a stone 
chimney opposite the doorway on its gable end. 
All of these architectural criteria have been veri-
fied by the archaeological record.

Archaeologists rarely pinpoint an exact 
historical day with an artifact, but they often ef-
fectively capture everyday activities of the past. 
For example, smoking played an important role 
in Harrison’s daily life. Edward Harvey Davis 
wrote in 1938 that Nate Harrison’s “inseparable 

This 1912 image shows Harrison 
with a black-stemmed pipe in 
his right front pocket. Courtesy 
Escondido Historical Society.

This early twentieth-century image from the Kirby 
Collection (Kirby Collection Image #4) depicts Harrison 
and many of his possessions in front of his cabin.

The first of five black rubber tobacco-pipe 
mouthpieces excavated from the Nate Har-
rison site between 2004 and 2008. Author’s 
collection.
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companion” was “a short-
stemmed black pipe.”42 Two 
separate accounts claimed 
that Harrison’s pipe was so 
well-used and caked with 
residue “that tobacco was not 
even needed in it (coal would 
do just as well).”43 Many of the 
historical photographs show 
Harrison with a black pipe. 
Student excavators uncovered 
five of Harrison’s black rub-
ber tobacco-pipe mouthpieces 
at the site from 2004-2008.44 
The archaeological crews 
also located three pipe bowls 

and nearly a dozen flat tobacco tins.45 In addition to numerous buttons, rivets, and 
snaps, excavators uncovered a nearly complete leather 
shoe in 2004.46 It measures 9” in length and is complete 
except for the front upper portion and the tongue. The 
small size of the shoe corresponds with Harrison’s 
diminutive stature in the old photos and his recorded 
height of 5’ 3” on the 1894 voting registration form. The 
shoe appears to match Harrison’s footwear in many of 
the historical photographs.

Indirect artifact/historical photograph parallels

Other artifacts found at the site, although not identi-
cal to items in the historical photographs, are strikingly 
similar. For example, students uncovered a nickel watch 
fob in the top layer of the site’s patio area and the back 
plate to a watch at the western edge of the cabin’s interi-
or fill.47 Multiple historical photographs show Harrison 
wearing a watch chain. The chain in the photographs is 
thicker and longer than the one recovered archaeologi-
cally. Furthermore, none of the images show the watch 
to which the chain was likely connected. Nonetheless, 
the fob and back plate strongly resemble some of Har-
rison’s known possessions.

A northeastern patio-area unit contained 
four metal suspender clips stamped with the 
word “PRESIDENT”.48 An advertisement de-
scribing these same suspenders appears on page 
997 of the 1902 edition of the Sears, Roebuck and 
Company Catalogue. It states: 

SDSU students Sarah Stroud (left) and Onika Miyashiro (right) admire 
a leather boot moments after it was excavated. Author’s collection.

This 1916 image from the Kirby 
Collection (Kirby Collection Im-
age #5) depicts Harrison posing 
next to Escondido jeweler Frank 
Reynolds.

The nickel watch fob uncovered at the site in 
2004. Author’s collection.
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The President Suspender. No. 34R746. A 
new style recently patented suspender with 
improved back which equalizes the strain 
on all parts with every attitude. Relieves the 
strain on shoulders and not likely to pull off 
buttons. Made with strong non-elastic web 
cord in back and high grade elastic webbing 
in main parts. Every pair warranted to wear 
to the entire satisfaction of the purchaser. 
Made in fancy webs or plain colors. Price, per 
pair .......... $0.45; Per dozen ... $5.40; If by mail, 
postage extra, per pair, 5c.

One of the photographs of Harrison from the Es-
condido Historical Society shows him wearing metal 
suspender-like buckles on his overalls. They are simi-
lar, but not identical, to the suspender clips uncovered 
at the site.

In some cases, artifacts were able to clarify the 
identity of certain items in the historical photographs. For years, the crew debated 
what was stacked in the foreground of Figure 
8. On the final day of the 2006 field school, 
students working at the northeast edge of the 
patio uncovered a series of intertwined leather 
strips that helped solve this mystery.49 Field 
cleaning of the leather revealed that they were 
three strips of varying length and uniform 

width, each ta-
pered at the end. 
The strips were 
likely off-cuts from 
hides that Harrison 
processed. An ad-
ditional historical 
photograph from 
ca. 1910 shows 
Harrison with a 
pile of hides off to one side. Multiple lines of archaeo-
logical evidence suggest that Harrison ran his own 
cottage industry at the site, which included regularly 
hunting deer, processing carcasses, and preparing 
hides for tanning. Spent rifle cartridges were one of 
the most common artifacts found at the site, indicat-
ing that Harrison was an avid hunter. In addition, the 
patio area units were especially rich in deer bones. 
The numerous deer remains found at the site are from 
Odocoilus hemiomus (mule deer), the predominant 
species of deer in the area. The bones are primarily 

Kirby Collection Image #10, an 
undated photograph likely from ca. 
1910, shows Harrison next to his 
water pump with his ubiquitous 
smoking pipe and watch chain.

A 1916 image depicts Harrison 
on his patio wearing overalls with 
suspender buckles similar to those 
found at the site. Courtesy Escon-
dido Historical Society.

Harrison’s “Presidential” suspenders that 
were uncovered during the 2006 summer 
field season. Author’s collection
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those of young kills, as evidenced by 
the unfused long bones, small skulls 
with open sutures, and the dental 
patterns of juveniles 1-2 years of age. 
This faunal pattern suggests Har-
rison’s hunting strategy, as juveniles 
make easy targets. Many of the 
remains show signs of butchery, but 
there are few meat-bearing elements. 
The number of mandibles and cra-
nial fragments dwarf the number of 
long bones and ribs, hinting that the 
meat was transported away from the 
site. The leather off-cuts and histori-
cal photographs of processed hides 
further support the notion that Har-
rison was an active skinner.50 

Conclusion

Each of these artifactual studies addresses temporal, spatial, and formal quali-
ties of the archaeological assemblage; together they emphasize that the materials 
uncovered at the site correspond with Harrison’s historically and photographically 
documented time on Palomar Mountain. Many of the artifacts were household 
and industrial goods, common to a rural homestead of Harrison’s era. Quantita-
tively, over 20,000 artifacts from the 1865-1916 time period were found on the land 
Harrison homesteaded—associated with a stone foundation that was physically 
identical to that pictured in historical photographs. Qualitatively, the site produced 
multiple direct parallels—the black pipe mouthpieces, the pipe bowl, and the 
leather boot—and additional indirect parallels—the watch fob, watch back plate, 
suspenders, and leather off-cuts and other deer-processing materials—that were 
also evident in the historical photographs. Therefore, according to archaeological 
dimensions of time, space, and form, these recent scientific excavations have suc-
cessfully located and unearthed Nate Harrison’s Palomar Mountain cabin.

The excavations provided answers to the first set of research questions posed at 
the outset of the project.

1. The site’s date range is ca. 1865-1916, strikingly close to the anticipated ca. 
1850-1919 time frame. It is important to note that the artifacts undermine 
the often repeated claim in the secondary sources that Harrison’s cabin pre-
dated Joseph Smith’s 1859 settlement on Palomar Mountain.51 

2. The stones that protruded out of the main site area were, for the most part, 
on top of the original stone foundation and were likely part of the cabin 
walls. The east-west axis of the structure was elongated during its destruc-
tion due to the fall of the chimney at the gable end. The chimney debris 
made the plan of the square structure appear to be more rectangular prior 
to excavation.

3. There is no archaeological evidence, either artifactual or stratigraphic, of a 

This undated photograph, likely taken around 1910, shows 
Nate Harrison on his patio sitting next to a pile of hides. 
Kirby Collection, Image 2.
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pre- or post-Harrison occupation at the site.
4. There is no evidence of multiple phases within the main Harrison occupa-

tion; it was most likely one continuous occupation.
5. The archaeological record supports the chronology generated from the 

primary sources regarding Harrison’s life. The records established that 
Harrison lived in and around Palomar Mountain during the 1870s and ‘80s, 
and at his hillside homestead from the late 1880s to 1919. Archaeologically, 
the entire material assemblage place the site occupant(s) at the cabin from 
1865-1916, but a more reliable sherd-based chronology suggests that the site 
was occupied from 1890-1916.

As analysis continues on the archaeological assemblage, new insights into the 
region’s early U.S. American Period are becoming evident. For example, the site has 
produced many individual artifacts that reflect much larger issues of the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries, like medicinal fraud and snake-oil salesmen 
(a Murine eye remedy bottle),52 time-zone standardization and its impact on rural 
settings (the watch fob, back plate, and numerous pieces of an alarm clock),53 and 
the Early Prohibition Movement (multiple alcohol and Welch’s grape juice bottles),54 
Studying the history of these artifacts, among many others, helps to situate Harri-
son’s life in greater social context. These sorts of analyses prompt just as many new 
questions as they have answered, especially concerning the status, ethnicity, and 
social identity of the site occupant(s). Thus, the article presented here confirms the 
recently excavated area as Harrison’s late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century 
hillside homestead, and serves as a springboard for further studies into his life and 
legend.

Nate Harrison monument. UT-OP: 15362-254A, 1938 ©SDHS. Union-Tribune Collection.
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Endnotes
1. This article makes the following general distinctions regarding primary and secondary sources. 

First, primary sources are based on unique data; they are not drawn from other accounts. Second, 
primary sources are contemporary with the individual or event being described. Third, the account 
is authoritative and based on personal knowledge of the individual or event being described. In this 
article, the primary/secondary distinction does not apply to a dichotomy between written histories 
and oral histories; it also does not apply to differences between firsthand (eye-witness) and second-
hand (word of mouth) knowledge of an individual or event. See Sebastian Olden-Jørgensen, To the 
Sources!: Introduction to Historical Source Criticism. (Kobenhavn: Gads Forlag, 2001), 74.

2. Nate Harrison had various aliases in the primary documents, including Nathan Harrison, Na-
than Harris, and Nate Harris.

3. Some of the later Great Register entries (1877 and 1879) may have been copied from earlier vol-
umes. This brings into question their qualification as a primary source according to the criteria 
related above. However, unless there is definitive evidence of duplication, all Great Register list-
ings are treated as primary sources.

4. Isidro M. Alvarado patented over 13,000 acres southeast of Fallbrook in 1872 and named the area 
Montserate. The “Montserrat” post office was established in 1874, discontinued in 1876, and then 
re-established in 1889 as “Monserrate.” 

5. This land in Rincon is not the property on which the recent archaeological excavations have 
taken place.

6. This racial epithet was used often during the first half of the twentieth century to describe Har-
rison. In fact, the name of the county road up the west side of Palomar Mountain was officially 
called “Nigger Nate Grade” until the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) successfully lobbied to have it changed to “Nate Harrison Grade” in 1955.

7. This is the property on which the recent archaeological excavations detailed in this article have 
been undertaken. 

8. Although censuses were taken every ten years, there is no census information on Nate Harrison 
for 1890 and 1910. The 1890 records were reportedly destroyed by fire, and the 1910 documents 
failed to mention Harrison. Whereas the 1880 census listed Harrison as single, the 1900 census 
stated that he was a widower, suggesting that he had married and been widowed between 1880 
and 1900. No marriage certificate for Harrison and his wife has been found.

9. See Laura M. James, “Palomar’s Friendly Hermit,” San Diego Historical Society Quarterly, 4, no. 1 
(January 1958), 8. The quote at the end of the inscription—“A man’s a man for a’ that”—is from a 
Robert Burns poem/song written in 1795. It speaks of the righteousness of an egalitarian society 
and is a frequent battle cry against tyrannical and oppressive institutions, like slavery. The “a’” is 
a Scottish abbreviation for “all.”

10. Catherine M. Wood, Palomar from Tepee to Telescope (San Diego: Frye & Smith, Ltd., 1937); Virginia 
Stivers Bartlett, “Uncle Nate of Palomar.” Touring Topics, (October 1931), 22-25; John Davidson, 
“Place Names in San Diego County: No. 191 – Nigger Grade.” Unpublished manuscript writ-
ten for The San Diego Evening Tribune, (November 12, 1937); Dennis Bostic, “Nathan Harrison 
Early Settler.” Unpublished article in the San Diego Historical Society Collection, (c. 1952-1975); 
Robert Asher, “Manuscripts of Robert Asher.” Unpublished manuscript in the California State 
Parks Collection, (c. 1932-1950); Marion F. Beckler, Palomar Mountain Past and Present. (United 
States of America: Marion F. Beckler, 1958); Herbert Lockwood, “Palomartians.” In Fallout from 
the Skeleton’s Closet: A Light Look at San Diego History, Volume 1. (La Mesa, California: Bailey and 
Associates., c. 1950-1970); Jamie Bryson, “Oldtimers Recall Negro Who Found Freedom In Life On 
Palomar Slopes.” The San Diego Union Tribune, June or July, 1962; Johnny Craine, “Nathan Har-
rison.” Unpublished biography in the San Diego Historical Society Collection, c. 1956-1969; Eloise 
Perkins, “Wayside shrine honors former slave who lived on Palomar Mountain.” Daily Times-Ad-
vocate, May 2, 1971; Eloise Perkins, “North County Nuggets: Marker placed.” Daily Times-Advocate, 
August 10, 1972; Anonymous, “Pillar of Palomar.” Daily Times-Advocate, March 14, 1982; Elizabeth 
Yamaguchi, “Black History and the U.S. Census in Northern San Diego County: A Local Monu-
ment to Nathan Harrison.” On file at Fallbrook Historical Society, 1998; David Ross, Making the 
Grade Parts I-V. Valley Roadrunner, 1998.
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11. General research on the Nate Harrison Historical Archaeology Project began in 2001. SDSU De-
partment of Anthropology Professor Seth Mallios and graduate student Sarah Stroud visited the 
land owners of the former Harrison property, James and Hannah Kirby, on multiple occasions in 
2002 and 2003. This property was assumed to be Harrison’s historical homestead on the basis of 
the aforementioned township and range designations in the primary records. During these visits, 
the Kirbys showed the archaeologists the remains of what, according to local lore, was thought 
to be the Harrison cabin. The only apparent signs of the historical structure were a few dozen 
stacked cobbles amongst waist-high grass and brush. Once the Kirbys gave SDSU permission 
to undertake archaeological excavations on their land, an historic resource record search for the 
proposed survey area was completed at the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC). The SCIC 
record search produced only one report, a 1959 survey that mentioned neither the Harrison cabin 
nor the presence of any archaeological materials in the immediate area. The State of California 
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was then contacted to request a record search of 
the sacred land file. The record search failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
proposed project area. A letter to every indigenous group on the NAHC list was also sent in an 
attempt to ascertain any additional information regarding cultural resources in the project area. 
None responded to the inquiry. There was concern at the outset of the Nate Harrison Historical 
Archaeology Project that the cabin area had been looted. Journalist David Ross’s 1998 series of 
articles in The Daily Roadrunner revealed that non-archaeologists with metal detectors had repeat-
edly dug for artifacts at the site. Ross wrote, “It seems that for years he [a previous land owner] 
and his family have used a metal detector around the ruins of Nate’s house, and found scads of 
stuff… Most of it, of course, is of little interest. But, over the years they have come up with quite a 
collection of items that give fascinating little glimpses into life in another age” (Part IV, p. 4). The 
location of these artifacts is unknown. Accompanying Ross’s article were two modern photo-
graphs of a picnic table covered with historical artifacts that were likely from the site. In addition, 
there were multiple personal correspondences written in 1981 and 1982 from author Robert 
Melvin to a previous land owner detailing plans to dig for artifacts at the site. These letters were 
donated to the Nate Harrison Historical Archaeology Project as part of the Kirby Collection and 
are online in their entirety in the 2005 and 2006 technical reports at http://www-rohan.sdsu.
edu/~histarch/publications.html.

12. The project’s research design is detailed in Seth Mallios, Sarah Stroud, Lauren Lingley, Jaime 
Lennox, Hillary Sweeney, Jason Maywald, and David Caterino, Archaeological Excavations at the 
Nate Harrison Site in San Diego County, California: An Interim Technical Report for the Inaugural 2004 
Field Season (San Diego: San Diego State University Department of Anthropology, 2005). On file 
at the South Coastal Information Center and online at: <http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/
publications.html>.

13. The cabin is oriented approximately 30° east of true north.

14. This image was first published in Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego 
County, California: An Interim Technical Report for the 2006 Field Season by Seth Mallios, Hillary 
Sweeney, Jaime Lennox, Kimberly Scott, Robert Tews, David Caterino, Anne Miller, Matthew 
Maxfeldt, and Sarah Stroud (San Diego: San Diego State University Department of Anthropology, 
2007). On file at the South Coastal Information Center and online at: < http://www-rohan.sdsu.
edu/~histarch/publications.html>.

15. The fall of the stone chimney to the east had exaggerated the apparent length of the structure’s 
east/west axis at the surface.

16. This image was first published in Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego 
County, California: An Interim Technical Report for the 2007 Field Season by Seth Mallios, Matthew 
Tennyson, Hillary Sweeney, Jaime Lennox, Brenda Cabello, Erika Kleinhans, and David Caterino 
(San Diego: San Diego State University Department of Anthropology, 2008). On file at the South 
Coastal Information Center and online at: <http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/publications.
html>.

17. See A.C. Spaulding, “The Dimensions of Archaeology,” in Essays in the Science of Culture in Honor 
of Leslie A. White, Eds. G. E. Dole and R. L. Carneiro (New York: Thomas Crowell and Co., 1960), 
437-56; James Deetz, Invitation to Archaeology (Garden City, New York: The Natural History Press, 
1967), 9; Seth Mallios, At the Edge of the Precipice: Frontier Ventures, Jamestown’s Hinterland, and the 
Archaeology of 44JC802 (Richmond, Virginia: The Association for the Preservation of Virginia 
Antiquities, 2000), 49.
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18. Production and use ranges are often conflated in historical archaeology as the emergence of the 
modern world system enabled goods to be produced, transported, and used very quickly and in 
overlapping timeframes.

19. These dates are not for the same artifact; they span and unite the entire dated assemblage.

20. Top to bottom and left to right assumes that the dates are arranged from earliest on the left to 
latest on the right and that the datable artifact types are stacked from earliest start of production/
use date to latest start of production/use date. The diagonal can also be seen graphically as the 
ellipse that is commonly showcased in archaeological presence/absence seriations. This ellipse is 
itself a representation of the gradual variability of a cultural phenomenon over time that follows 
the normal curve.

21. The qualitative and quantitative insights that can be gleaned from an artifact date range intersec-
tion parallel dual insights from pipestem histograms developed by J.C. Harrington at Jamestown 
in the 1950s and celebrated by James Deetz at Flowerdew Hundred in the 1980s and ‘90s. See J. 
C. Harrington, “Dating Stem Fragments of Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century Clay Tobacco 
Pipes,” Quarterly Bulletin of the Archeological Society of Virginia 9, No. 1 (1954), 10-14; Lewis Binford, 
“A New Method of Calculating Dates from Kaolin Pipe Stem Fragments,” Southeastern Archaeo-
logical Conference Newsletter 9, No. 1 (1962), 19-21; James Deetz, “Harrington Histograms Versus 
Binford Mean Dates As a Technique for Establishing Occupational Sequence of Sites at Flow-
erdew Hundred, Virginia,” American Archaeology 6, No. 1 (1987), 62-67; Seth Mallios, “Back to the 
Bowl: Using English Tobacco Pipebowls to Calculate Mean-Site Occupation Dates,” Historical Ar-
chaeology 39, No. 2 (2005), 89-104; J. Cameron Monroe and Seth Mallios, “A Seventeenth-Century 
Colonial Cottage Industry: New Evidence and a Dating Formula for Colono Tobacco Pipes in the 
Chesapeake,” Historical Archaeology 38, No. 2 (2004), 68-82.

22. These 63 datable artifact types represent approximately 9% of the entire assemblage (2,005 out of 
21, 513 total) as of the end of the 2007 field season.

23. Ivor Noël Hume, A Guide to the Artifacts of Colonial America (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1970), 90.

24. This common archaeological term translates from Latin as “the date after which.”

25. This common archaeological term translates from Latin as “the date before which.”

26. Although any item can be handed down or recycled, remnants of slightly outdated clothing are 
common on archaeological sites.

27. Ivor Noël Hume, A Guide to the Artifacts of Colonial America (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1970), 90.

28. Seth Mallios, et al, Archaeological Excavations [2007] at the Nate Harrison Site, 2008). On file at the 
South Coastal Information Center and online at: <http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/publi-
cations.html>.

29. Ibid.

30. The intersection of all of the date ranges focuses on the minimal occupation at the site. The union 
of all of the date ranges—1820-2004 (the start of excavation)—provides the maximal occupation 
duration. Thus, the site could have been occupied as early as 1820, but this maximal range is less 
informative and rarely used in historical archaeology.

31. Archaeologist Stanley South developed the mean ceramic date formula based on date ranges 
from Ivor Noël Hume, A Guide to the Artifacts of Colonial America (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1970) in his 1977 book Method and Theory in Historical Archaeology (Clinton Corners, New York: 
Percheron Press, 217).

32. The mean date for non-ceramic/glass artifacts is 1922. This is the only measure of central ten-
dency that falls outside of the site’s occupation date range, further emphasizing the accuracy of 
artifacts with a shorter use-life, like those made of ceramic and glass.

33. The owners of the Nate Harrison estate over time are: 1) Nate Harrison (1893 (homestead date)-
1921; 2) Frank and Hazel Salmons (1921); 3) Jean Nicholas (1921-1943); 4) Dorothy T. Bowman (1943-
1946); 5) Thomas and Midge Colby (1946-1956); 6) Robert Dewey Kelley (1956-1969); 7) Richard 
and Lois Day (1969-2000); 8) James and Hannah Kirby (2000-2007); and 9) Elisa Kisselburg, Vicki 
Morgan, and Susie Silvestri (2007- present). See Seth Mallios, Sarah Stroud, Lauren Lingley, Jaime 
Lennox, Hillary Sweeney, Jason Maywald, and David Caterino, Archaeological Excavations at the 
Nate Harrison Site in San Diego County, California: An Interim Technical Report for the Inaugural 2004 
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Field Season (San Diego: San Diego State University Department of Anthropology, 2005). On file 
at the South Coastal Information Center and online at: < http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/
publications.html>.

34. In addition, there were other people who temporarily inhabited the immediate area but did not 
own it. These groups included an industrial prison camp that occupied the west grade of Palomar 
Mountain during 1933 and the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) unit that tore down the Har-
rison cabin in the 1930s as a safety precaution. J. H. Heath’s September 24, 1933, San Diego Union 
article “Where Trees and Shade Replace Desert Heat/Move Industrial Camp to Palomar Site” 
details the industrial prison camp on Palomar Mountain (See Seth Mallios, Sarah Stroud, Lauren 
Lingley, Jaime Lennox, Hillary Sweeney, Olivia Smith, and David Caterino, Archaeological Excava-
tions at the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego County, California: An Interim Technical Report for the 2005 
Field Season (San Diego: San Diego State University Department of Anthropology, 2006). On file 
at the South Coastal Information Center and online at: < http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/
publications.html>), and Catherine M. Wood’s 1937 book Palomar from Teepee to Telescope (San Di-
ego: Frye & Smith, Ltd.) mentions the CCC activities at the Harrison cabin (See Seth Mallios, et al, 
Archaeological Excavation [2005] at the Nate Harrison Site, 2006). The recent archaeological excava-
tions suggest that neither group left any artifacts from their particular time period in and around 
the original Harrison homestead.

35. Cross-mends are two or more artifacts from a single vessel that share a common edge and can be 
pieced back together.

36. The master cross-mend table is oriented with individual cross-mended vessels as rows and the 
site’s artifact-bearing layers as columns (Seth Mallios, Hillary Sweeney, Jaime Lennox, Kimberly 
Scott, Robert Tews, David Caterino, Anne Miller, Matthew Maxfeldt, and Sarah Stroud, Archaeo-
logical Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego County, California: An Interim Technical 
Report for the 2006 Field Season (San Diego: San Diego State University Department of Anthropol-
ogy, 2007). On file at the South Coastal Information Center and online at: <http://www-rohan.
sdsu.edu/~histarch/publications.html>. Appendix B; Seth Mallios, Sarah Stroud, Lauren Lingley, 
Jaime Lennox, Hillary Sweeney, Olivia Smith, and David Caterino , Archaeological Excavations at 
the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego County, California: An Interim Technical Report for the 2005 Field 
Season (San Diego: San Diego State University Department of Anthropology, 2006). On file at the 
South Coastal Information Center and online at: <http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/pub-
lications.html>. Appendix B). Each cell contains the number of the row’s cross-mended vessel. 
Every context that includes a sherd from that particular vessel is shaded. Likewise, any other 
vessel with cross-mends to the layers that have been shaded are then also shaded. Linking layers 
through cross-mends follows a transitive logic. If sherds from A and B mend together and sherds 
from A and C mend together (and are thus temporally linked), then sherds from B and C date to 
the same time period as well. In the end, every column that shares a cross-mend with another 
column is shaded, meaning that these spatial contexts are linked by a cross-mend. The unshaded 
columns are not united with the others through cross-mends. Some of these rows, however, 
represent layers that stratigraphically rested above others that were connected through the 
cross-mends. For example, NH16B, C, and E did not contain artifacts that cross-mended with the 
other layers, but NH16F did. Since NH16F was sealed by NH16E and the other layers in that unit, 
everything above NH16F must date either to the same time period or later. 

37. Each of these 15 unshaded contexts was not temporally distinct from the other strata; they merely 
contained very few artifacts. Artifact-poor contexts have a much smaller chance of containing 
cross-mends because of their lack of materials and can often be mistaken as a separate occupa-
tion period.

38. In 2004, then-landowner Jamey Kirby told Dr. Mallios that “Dewey [landowner Robert Dewey 
Kelley (1956-1969)] bulldozed the patio in the [19]60s.”

39. Many of these pictures are located at local historical societies in San Diego County, including the 
San Diego Historical Society and the Escondido Historical Society. A majority of the Harrison im-
ages, however, had been passed down by the successive property owners at the Nate Harrison es-
tate. Former landowners Jamey and Hannah Kirby donated a box of these images and associated 
letters, articles, records, and maps to Dr. Mallios and the Nate Harrison Historical Archaeology 
Project in 2004. The images have been compiled in the first and third technical reports. See Seth 
Mallios, Sarah Stroud, Lauren Lingley, Jaime Lennox, Hillary Sweeney, Jason Maywald, and Da-
vid Caterino, Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site in San Diego County, California: An 



159

Nate Harrison Site

Interim Technical Report for the Inaugural 2004 Field Season (San Diego: San Diego State University 
Department of Anthropology, 2005). On file at the South Coastal Information Center and online 
at: < http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/publications.html>; Seth Mallios, et al, Archaeologi-
cal Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site, 2007). On file at the South Coastal Information Center and 
online at: <http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/publications.html>. 

40. Appreciating nuances in these images is essential to understanding Harrison’s legend, but this 
lengthy discussion is left for a subsequent article.

41. This technique has been used before in historical archaeology and was dubbed “Prince’s Prin-
ciple” by archaeologist Ivor Noël Hume. Named after Gene Prince, a staff archaeologist at Flow-
erdew Hundred, Virginia, this process was used to locate Grant’s crossing of the pontoon bridge 
at Flowerdew Hundred in 1864. James Deetz celebrated the technique in his 1993 book, Flowerdew 
Hundred (Charlottesville, Virginia: University of Virginia Press), 150-51.

42. Edward Harvey Davis, “Palomar Mountain History,” (Unpublished manuscript in the California 
State Parks Collection, 1938).

43. Laura M. James, “Palomar’s Friendly Hermit.” The Journal of San Diego History 4, No. 1 (1958), 5-8; 
Dennis Bostic, “Nathan Harrison Early Settler.” (Unpublished article in the San Diego Historical 
Society Collection, c. 1952-1975).

44. This image was first published in Seth Mallios, Sarah Stroud, Lauren Lingley, Jaime Lennox, Hill-
ary Sweeney, Jason Maywald, and David Caterino’s Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison 
Site in San Diego County, California: An Interim Technical Report for the Inaugural 2004 Field Season 
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45. The tobacco cans, flattened tins with a hinged lid, were patented on July 30, 1907 by the R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Company. Many different tobacco brands were marketed in these particular 
cans, but they soon became widely known as “Prince Albert” cans after the leading brand. These 
metal cans held 1.5 ounces of shredded cigarette tobacco, measuring 4.0” in height and having 
an oval top that was 3.0” by 1.0”. These cans gained much fame in popular American culture 
during the 20th century. The joke— “Do you have Prince Albert in a can? Well let him out!”—was 
ubiquitously told. In addition, marijuana joints were often called “lids” because they were com-
monly rolled in the convenient flip-up lid of the Prince Albert can. Furthermore, asking someone 
if “Prince” [Albert] or “Red” [the can was bright red] was around became a common coded refer-
ence for someone attempting to obtain marijuana. Tobacco cans dwindled in popularity during 
the 1940s as far cheaper and less messy mass-manufactured, machine-rolled cigarettes became 
the norm. See Seth Mallios, Matthew Tennyson, Hillary Sweeney, Jaime Lennox, Brenda Cabello, 
Erika Kleinhans, and David Caterino , Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison Site in San 
Diego County, California: An Interim Technical Report for the 2007 Field Season (San Diego: San Diego 
State University Department of Anthropology, 2008) . On file at the South Coastal Information 
Center and online at: <http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~histarch/publications.html>.

46. This image was first published in Seth Mallios, et al, Archaeological Excavations at the Nate Harrison 
Site, 2005). On file at the South Coastal Information Center and online at: < http://www-rohan.
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50. Many of the written histories of Nate Harrison have undeniably racist overtones. Stories from 
the 1930s and ‘40s often employ the offensive stereotype of “the lazy black man” to describe Har-
rison. For example, Virginia Stivers Bartlett claimed in 1931 that, “Uncle Nate never did a solid 
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Colonial Rosary: the Spanish and Indian Missions of California. By Alison Lake. 
Athens, Ohio: Swallow Press and Ohio University Press, 2006. Appendices, illustra-
tions, maps, index, and notes. 244 pp. $39.95 cloth. $19.95 paper.

Reviewed by Robert Senkewicz, Professor of History, Santa Clara University.

This clearly organized book is conceived as a general introduction to the his-
tory of the California missions. Four introductory chapters trace indigenous life in 
California before the arrival of the Europeans and offer a chronological account of 
the Spanish explorations that preceded the founding of Mission San Diego. Nine 
thematic chapters deal with various aspects of mission life, such as conversion, the 
indigenous experience, architecture, farming, women, and soldiers. Four conclud-
ing chapters trace post-mission history from secularization through the Spanish 
revival movement and beyond.

Lake is familiar with the general fashion in which mission history has changed 
over the last fifty years, and she makes every effort to present a balanced and com-
prehensive approach. She presents all of the actors as sympathetically as possible 
and tries to construct her narrative to take into account all the peoples who consti-
tuted the mission communities. Unfortunately this book is so riddled with errors 
that it is impossible to recommend it.

Some of the errors are simply factual. Lake thinks that the term “neophyte” 
refers to a person “not yet baptized, but studying Catholic doctrine,” (p. 7), whereas 
the missionaries consistently used the term to describe those who had already been 
baptized.  She calls the College of San Fernando in Mexico City “the seat of govern-
ment for Spain’s colonies in the New World,” (p. 22), when it was actually the mis-
sionary headquarters for a single group of Franciscans who, after 1773, only worked 
in Alta California. She confuses the chronology of the governorships of Gaspar de 
Portolá and Pedro Fages (p. 52). She claims that Junípero Serra left Mallorca “soon 
after the missions had become fixtures in New Spain” (p. 58), when missions had 
existed for over two centuries when Serra left his native island in 1749.

Other errors betray a lack of knowledge of the context in which the colonization 
of California took place. Lake states that Serra pushed to have a greater number 
of civilian settlers brought to Alta California, when in fact he opposed the estab-
lishment of the pueblos in which the settlers lived. She also claims that the “upper 
class of California was descended from gente de razón, who were handpicked by the 
Jesuits and brought to the Baja Peninsula,” (p. 94), whereas most of the upper crust 
californios were mestizo descendents of frontier soldiers who had served in Sonora 
and Sinaloa. She also states that one of José de Gálvez’s “long-term mission agenda 
in Alta California” was to “install a Catholic conversion society” (p. 36). However, 
Gálvez, like most officials of the Bourbon crown, would have preferred not to base 
the colonization of Alta California on missions, but the realities of the frontier left 
him no choice. Lake also implies that the inscription on the tombstone of Melchior 
at Old Town in San Diego represents a genuine first-hand Indian account (pp. 
145-146), although the stone clearly reads: “Very little is known about the Indian 
Melchior. We can only imagine how he might have written his own epitaph...”

The volume is lavishly illustrated, mostly with contemporary photographs of 
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the restored missions, which have little historical value. Some of the photographs 
were uncritically obtained from the Internet. For instance, the tourist tower near 
Highway 101 as one approaches San Miguel from the south is inaccurately identi-
fied as the mission’s bell tower (p. 184). And an obviously contemporary sign on a 
wall is bizarrely identified as “Original List of Mission Cattle Brands” (p. 125).

Part of the reason for the problematic nature of this volume is that the author 
appears not to have fully considered recent scholarship on the mission era. For 
instance, Lake has read the essays in Contested Eden (1999), but reading the articles 
by that collection’s distinguished list of contributors apparently did not spur her 
to consult their more thoroughly developed books. The bibliography contains no 
mention of volumes by Douglas Monroy, Lisbeth Haas, James Sandos, Michael 
Gonzalez, or Iris Engstrand. On the other hand, the author cites Mrs. Fremont 
Older’s 1939 volume, California Missions and Their Romances, thirty-two times. 

Many of Lake’s sources were articles obtained from The Journal of San Diego His-
tory, posted on the website of the San Diego Historical Society. This points to the 
wonderful work the Society has done in making its rich resources so widely avail-
able. One can only hope that they will be put to better use by subsequent writers.

A Good Camp: Gold Mines of Julian and the Cuyamacas. By Leland Fetzer. San 
Diego, CA: Sunbelt Publications, 2002. Bibliography, illustrations, index, and notes. 
xiv + 104 pp. $12.95 paper.

Reviewed by Dave Bush, Adjunct History Instructor, Shasta College.

Mention California gold mining and people will likely imagine forty-niners 
panning for the precious metal in the rivers of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Yet 
twenty-two years after James Marshall’s discovery and far to the south, in the San 
Diego County foothills, there was another gold rush. The geology, mine opera-
tions, and people of the Julian and Cuyamaca goldfields are the topics of Leland 
Fetzer’s A Good Camp.

The author’s study of the Julian and Cuyamaca mines begins with a succinct 
geological discussion. Fetzer explains, in a manner accessible to the average reader, 
the tectonic forces that created the Cuyamaca Mountains and the gold veins hid-
den below the surface. He then turns his attention to the discovery of gold.

The initial gold strike occurred in 1870 at a creek near Julian; within a mere five 
weeks miners established forty claims. The number of mines grew throughout the 
remainder of the nineteenth century and peaked at 120 in 1896. While the author’s 
purpose is to emphasize the lasting impact of a small gold strike on the Julian and 
Cuyamaca region (the area produced only 0.22% of all California’s gold), Fetzer’s 
work also describes the region as a microcosm of Gilded Age California.

A diverse group of people worked in the Julian and Cuyamaca area. Frederick 
Coleman, a Kentuckian and likely former slave, made the initial gold find. Follow-
ing Coleman’s discovery, William Skidmore, a white Tennessean fleeing the post-
Civil War South, named the Stonewall Mine to honor Confederate General Stone-
wall Jackson. The mine was located in the Hensley Mining District which took 
its name from an English gold-seeker. Census figures from 1870 show that while 
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most miners arrived from the Northeast and the Midwest, there were numerous 
Irish and some Chinese miners among several other nationalities. And California 
Indians were involved with local road construction.

Not all these groups enjoyed equal access to the region’s mineral wealth as San 
Diego County mines experienced the racial prejudice of the age. When gold was 
first discovered and it appeared there was very little gold in the region, The Daily 
Alta California despairingly reported that only the Chinese could make a living 
mining gold in the area. And when a mining company assessed its stockholders 
to raise money for operations, stockholders often balked at these requests, calling 
them “Irish dividends.”

Soon after Coleman’s gold discovery, dangerous and labor intensive hard rock 
mining replaced placer mining. In some locations, miners were lowered hundreds 
of feet into the earth in ore buckets. Working underground with a drill and ham-
mer ten hours each day and six days per week, miners first gouged holes in which 
to insert sticks of dynamite. After blowing out chunks of rock, miners loaded the 
mineral-laced rubble by hand or shovel into ore carts and pulled it to the surface.  
A school teacher touring the Washington Mine in 1870 observed, “It seemed to me 
a gloomy place to work” (p. 18).

Hard rock mining required expensive infrastructure and thus outside capital. 
Initially investors came from San Diego County, but as time passed the mines 
came to depend on a web of state, national, and international finance. For example, 
the Stonewall Mine was originally organized and run by people living in the coun-
ty who purchased equipment and built water pipelines for the mine’s operation. 
But as production declined, the mine’s assets passed into the hands of a series of 
California investors until finally purchased by a Boston-based company. Although 
there was no direct international investment in Stonewall, other mines, such as the 
Descanso Mines, had English investors.

This is a well organized book with one glaring exception—the discussion of 
stamp mills. These mills were large and expensive pieces of equipment required 
for gold extraction. Mentioned in chapters two and three, the reader must wait 
until chapter four before learning the mill’s purpose and significance. It is a small 
but frustrating error.

A Good Camp is a versatile monograph. It is appropriate for both California and 
American West history classes. Additionally, Fetzer’s writing style makes his work 
accessible to anyone interested in San Diego history, and the addendum, “Seeing 
the Cuyamaca Mines Today,” turns the book into a useful tour guide.

Lay of the Land: The History of Land Surveying in San Diego County. By Michael 
J. Pallamary. Bloomington, IN: Michael J. Pallamary, 2003. Bibliography, photo-
graphs, maps, index. 223 pp. $26.95 paper.

Reviewed by Jennifer Martinez Wormser, Archivist, Sherman Library & Gardens.

California’s history is intricately tied to its land. Ownership, natural resources 
extraction, agricultural enterprises, the built environment, and natural disasters 
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dominate its story. Michael J. Pallamary’s Lay of the Land: The History of Land Sur-
veying in San Diego County is a focused look at the history and legacy of land use, 
development, exploitation, and surveying in San Diego County in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries.

Pallamary’s work comprises a detailed series of accounts and anecdotes includ-
ing the establishment of the International Boundary Line, early coastal surveys, 
Mexican land grants and the United States Land Commission, and various town-
ship and railroad surveys. While many of these anecdotes may not be new to 
scholars and students of San Diego history, it is interesting to have them assembled 
together here. As an example, Chapter 10 is entirely devoted to the conflicting 
boundaries and surveys of Rancho Buena Vista: Jack Hays (1858), Max Strobel 
(1870), William Minto (1882), Myron G. Wheeler (1884), Harry Willey (1889), J.B. 
Treadwell (1896), and Lew B. Harris (1908). Pallamary’s training and expertise as a 
Professional Land Surveyor (PLS) is clear in this book; he demonstrates an atten-
tion to detail for recording measurements and lot numbers while still creating a 
readable narrative for those who lack his credentials. However, this work could 
be vastly improved and more useful had it been reviewed by a professional editor 
or historian prior to publication. Its index does not list personal names by the last 
name first, as is standard practice, but Alonzo Horton is found under “A,” Senator 
Cornelius Cole is under “S,” and Deputy Surveyor John Adelbert Benson is under 
“D.” Some figures, such as Julius Wangenheim who is quoted in the text, are curi-
ously absent from the index. The numerous illustrations throughout the book have 
brief captions, such as “Early Military Engineers” (p. 35), “Coronado In Its Glory” 
(p. 184), and “Poole’s Map Showing the Worthless Sand Spit” (p. 317), but none cite 
their sources. The “Hancock Park” and “The Kumeyaay Territory” illustrations on 
pages 176 and 363, respectively, appear to have been taken from the Internet, but 
once again are not cited (the former appears to be from Mapquest or Google Maps). 

The poor index and lack of individual illustration credits, combined with the 
fact that the text does not have footnotes or endnotes to indicate the author’s spe-
cific sources of information, should prompt other authors to hesitate before citing 
or using Pallamary’s work in their own research. This is unfortunate, because what 
Lay of the Land ultimately demonstrates is how much our understanding of San Di-
ego’s history can benefit from the expertise of individuals with training in various 
disciplines and professions.         

Owens Valley Revisited: A Reassessment of the West’s First Great Water Transfer. By 
Gary D. Libecap. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2007. Bibliography, illus-
trations, index, and notes. viii + 216 pp. $65 cloth. $24.95 paper.  

Reviewed by Steven P. Erie, Professor of Political Science and Director of the 
Urban Studies and Planning Program, University of California, San Diego. 

Scholarly attempts to use meticulously researched fact to debunk popularly 
accepted fiction are a noble but often quixotic enterprise. Hopefully this will not be 
the case with Gary Libecap’s valuable new addition to the scholarship on the Los 
Angeles/Owens Valley water controversy. Following in the footsteps of Abe Hoff-
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man’s Vision or Villainy (1981), John Walton’s Western Times and Water Wars (1982), 
and Catherine Mulholland’s William Mulholland and the Rise of Los Angeles (2000)—
all of which featured extensive scholarly research—Libecap breaks new ground 
by using census and land sales data, economic analysis, and legal and legislative 
research to refute the tenacious myth that the City of Los Angeles’s Department of 
Water and Power (LADWP) “raped the Owens Valley” and its farmers and store-
keepers during the period from 1905 to 1935 when the city built the Los Angeles 
Aqueduct and purchased Owens Valley land and water rights. 

The author carefully documents the impact of L.A.’s aqueduct project and pur-
chases on Owens Valley farmland prices, agricultural production, and the popula-
tion and assessed value of Inyo County (Owens Valley). He demonstrates convinc-
ingly that landowners who abandoned farming did well economically, that the 
agricultural economy and rural population did not collapse, and that the Owens 
Valley fared better than comparable farming communities elsewhere in California 
and Nevada. At the same time, Libecap shows that Los Angeles was able to lever-
age the low marginal value of farm water to reap much greater urban benefits from 
the water transfer. Both Inyo County and Los Angeles benefited economically, but 
Los Angeles much more so. This disparity was a “theft” only if one views water 
markets as institutions in which buyers are obligated to surrender potential gains 
in order to equalize the results for sellers. 

Particularly impressive is Libecap’s comprehensive analysis of the economic 
impact of the bargaining between Los Angeles and Owens Valley sellers’ pools—
which did particularly well—as well as individual farmers. The analysis extends 
to the impact on Inyo County home values, which by 1930 were 13 percent greater 
than the California statewide median value, and 84 percent greater than the me-
dian value in neighboring Lassen County. Local merchants complained that their 
business was drying up, but the complaints, to the extent they were valid, reflected 
the general deterioration of the U.S. agricultural economy in the 1920s—not just 
the impact of water transfers and land acquisitions. Such complaints, however, 
fueled the increasingly acrimonious relations between the Owens Valley and the 
City of Los Angeles after 1923 as the city increased the pace of its acquisition (by 
1935) of 281,000 acres for almost $24 million plus an additional 1,300 town proper-
ties for nearly $6 million. 

This does not mean that there were not winners and losers among affected 
valley residents. Holdouts, who sometimes preferred dynamite to the negotiations 
that ultimately resulted in the City of Los Angeles acquiring 96 percent of Owens 
Valley farmland, did not fare well. Also, Libecap recognizes that water diver-
sions became a legitimate issue in the 1970s when a newly constructed second Los 
Angeles Aqueduct, substantially increasing water exports, raised concerns about 
environmental damage and lost recreational opportunities. Following a detailed 
analysis of the subsequent tortuous history of Los Angeles’s attempts to acquire 
water rights in the adjacent Mono Basin, the author places the Owens Valley ex-
perience in the broader context of the proliferation during the last two decades of 
agriculture-to-urban water transfers in the western states.  

Libecap’s book represents a powerful critique of what has become the conven-
tional wisdom both in the popular press (even the L.A. Times accepts the notion 
that Los Angeles exploitatively “colonized” Owens Valley) and in scholarly litera-
ture—especially William Kahrl’s Water and Power (1982). Libecap also provides a 
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useful historical and analytical context for understanding current controversies 
over rural-to-urban water transfers including those between Imperial County and 
San Diego that may significantly influence the future of Southern California. Do 
not expect, however, that the historical allegory of how the Owens Valley’s bucolic 
innocents were swindled by L.A.’s devious city slickers—dramatized in the highly 
entertaining but also highly misleading film, Chinatown (1974)—will lose any time 
soon its firm grip over the popular imagination.

Black, Brown, Yellow, and Left: Radical Activism in Los Angeles. By Laura Pulido. 
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2006. Bibliography, index, and notes. 
ix + 346 pp. $55.00 cloth. $22.95 paper.

Reviewed by David Kenneth Pye, PhD candidate, Department of History, Uni-
versity of California, San Diego.

In Black, Brown, Yellow, and Left, Laura Pulido presents a refreshing portrait of 
Left politics in Los Angeles during the 1960s and 1970s. Rather than focus on one 
particular ethnic group or emphasize relations between male and female activists, 
Pulido boldly attempts to tell the story of how activists of color became politically 
engaged and then took the next step to become involved in leftist politics that went 
beyond those of their respective communities. Los Angeles presents an appealing 
site for such a study because, as the book makes clear, the city had large popula-
tions of residents from various races and ethnicities who found themselves seg-
regated into certain areas by official decree and the actions of private yet power-
ful actors like real estate agents and lenders. Though separated physically, these 
groups still suffered discrimination daily from the same power structure. The real-
ity of discrimination served as the catalyst for some members of the community to 
attempt to affect change.  

Even though the minorities experienced discrimination by the same sources, 
African Americans, Latinos, and Asian Americans received differential treat-
ment. In fact, as Pulido asserts, this treatment not only differed depending on the 
minority group involved but also depending on the historical context; groups held 
in esteem or valorized at one time in Los Angeles could be denigrated when times 
changed. Moreover, the valorization of one group usually depended upon the de-
grading of another people along the racial hierarchy. When Asian Americans were 
upheld as a “model minority,” the book points out, their relative success was used 
as a means of highlighting supposed deficiencies in black and Latino communities. 
Nevertheless, these activists transcended this racial triangulation through Left 
politics, says Pulido. It is the exploration of this complex racial dynamic in Los An-
geles that makes the book valuable today when the city is still experiencing racial 
problems often stemming from its diversity.

Pulido supports her argument that the three minorities covered here experi-
enced discriminatory treatment by the same power structure by focusing on the 
Black Panther Party, the Center for Autonomous Social Action (CASA), and East 
Wind of the Japanese-American community. Each group got its start in the city 
as a result of issues affecting their specific communities. For the Black Panthers, 
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for example, it was police brutality, symbolized by the 1965 disturbances in Watts 
that served as catalyst for the Los Angeles chapter. Meanwhile, CASA’s founding 
had more to do with economic class and Mexican nationality/identity issues as the 
Latino community was comprised heavily of working class people with experi-
ence in union politics. For East Wind there was the need to foment change within a 
community that presented itself as the “model minority” and ignored indicators of 
inequality based on race.  

To Pulido, the fact that each of these groups went beyond the issues affecting 
their individual communities to embrace a Third World Left perspective seeking 
class-based change for all oppressed people of color is significant. The book seems 
wistful of what could have been and what could still be possible if the Left could 
again find a moment to coalesce against common oppressors. Doing so has never 
been easy, however, and Pulido offers a good example why this has been so. In a 
chapter on “Patriarchy and Revolution,” Pulido argues that minority women in 
the Left had difficulties fighting a revolution on multiple fronts. Despite being an 
integral part of the mainstream Left’s assault on the capitalist structure, minority 
women also had to battle discrimination within the movement from minority men 
and white middle class women, all of whom often failed to comprehend the need 
to address the gender issues affecting minority women in particular.

Pulido presents a complex story here that should be of interest to scholars 
in various fields dealing with race and ethnicity, urban studies, and gender. As 
for historians, this book can be frustrating at points. For example, it is not clear 
whether the three main groups of activists all operated contemporaneously. Pulido 
mentions that the Black Panther Party was a precursor to the other groups which 
can leave one wondering exactly what the group’s status was when CASA and East 
Wind were increasingly active. Nevertheless, readers of history will find much to 
like about the book; in particular, the section exploring the 1940s and 1950s as the 
formative era of residential segregation goes a long way in explaining neighbor-
hood patterns of today.

Earning My Degree: Memoirs of an American University President. By David Pier-
pont Gardner. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2005. Epilogue, bibliog-
raphy, illustrations, appendices, index, and notes. ix + 432 pp. $40.95 cloth.

Reviewed by Christopher J. Lucas, Professor of Research Methods and Policy 
Studies, College of Education and Health Professions, University of Arkansas-
Fayetteville

David Gardner’s account of his long association with the University of Cali-
fornia avoids most of the egoism, false modesty, and special pleading sometimes 
found in auto biographical reminiscences. Eminently readable and instructive 
throughout, Earning My Degree offers a revealing if sometimes disturbing look 
at American academe and its vicissitudes in the waning years of the twentieth 
century, as seen through the self-reported career of one of its most distinguished 
contemporary leaders.

David Gardner had a lengthy association with the University of California as a 
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graduate student at Berkeley and holding a succession of administrative appoint-
ments at the Santa Barbara campus in the 1960s and early 70s.  He was then invited 
to serve as president of the University of Utah where he remained at the helm for 
the next ten years. Then in 1983 he accepted a re-appointment at UC, this time as 
the system’s fifteenth president. It was a position he occupied until his retirement 
in 1992.

At the time of his arrival, UC was, as he describes it, a “complex and far-flung 
enterprise” consisting of nine semi-autonomous campuses scattered up and down 
the length of the state, an enrollment of 141,000 students and over 6,500 faculty 
members, together with another 100,000 auxiliary staff. Its facilities included five 
major medical centers and clinics, dozens of concert halls, museums, a vast array 
of research centers and institutes, theatres, sports arenas, playing fields, and, col-
lectively, libraries housing over 20 million volumes and archival collections. Also 
included in the university’s holdings was a fleet of oceangoing ships operated by 
the Scripps Institute of Oceanography at the San Diego campus. Managing this un-
wieldy behemoth—the largest public research university in the entire country, as 
the author repeatedly reminds his readers—was bound to be a daunting challenge.

As president, Gardner derived great satisfaction and pleasure from the life-style 
afforded by a major academic institution: congenial associates, stimulating con-
versation, interesting visitors to campus, and so on. But budgetary shortfalls in the 
1980s brought home lessons about the fundamental difference between managing 
affluence and allocating scarcity: “In times of prosperity, conflicts have to do with 
the play of greed in the context of opportunity, whereas in tough times conflicts 
grow more bitter and desperate” (p. 323).

Gardner is nothing if not candid as he depicts the political and social upheavals, 
the personality conflicts, and the major confrontations that plagued UC over the 
course of his long affiliation with the system: a loyalty oath controversy, the free 
speech movement at Berkeley, disputes over affirmative action and equitable ad-
mission standards and policies, controversy over animal rights and AIDS research, 
campus protests against the Vietnam War, opposition to UC’s funding of laborato-
ries supporting weapons research, student demands for ethnic and women’s stud-
ies programs, and calls for UC to divest itself of stocks, bonds and other equities 
from global businesses implicated in South Africa’s apartheid regime. His narra-
tive’s tone becomes heated when he talks about the “churlish” behavior of the more 
radical students he was forced to deal with during the era of campus protests, 
describing the worst of them as “cowardly, cynical, hypercritical, manipulative 
and duplicitous” (p.59).  Of all the disruptions UC endured over the course of three 
decades, he felt the greatest danger had been posed by radical student activism. 
“The university’s very raison d’être was put at risk,” he recalls. Conflicts between 
administration and radical students pitted “direct action versus contemplation and 
reflection; ideology versus evidence, especially negative evidence; advocacy versus 
impartiality in teaching and scholarship; incivilities and crass personal behavior 
versus personal restrain, tolerance and respect for the views of others; free speech 
for those whose views accorded with ‘truth’ or ‘right’ thinking and interrupted or 
suppressed speech [for] those who disagreed” (p. 37).

All told, at a hefty 432 pages, Gardner’s memoir includes considerably more 
material about his life and experiences than a casual reader might welcome. A 
stringent editor willing to excise whole sections of text would have been helpful. 



169

Book Reviews

But surfeit of detail notwithstanding, the picture that emerges is basically one of a 
fundamentally decent gentleman, collegial, fair-minded, hard-working, and very 
smart—an ideal dinner companion perhaps. Above all, he comes across as an au-
thentic leader who guided one of the nation’s premier institutions of higher learn-
ing through several critical junctures in its history, in times of relative tranquility 
and peace no less than in periods of confrontation and turmoil. 

Jack Peltason, Gardner’s successor and sixteenth UC president, offers a relevant 
comment. In the final analysis, he observes, Gardner will likely be remembered 
“less for the dramatic moments of his presidency than for the quiet and steady 
building up of the university that he pursued with such remarkable success” (p. 
358). Given the evidence at hand, the encomium seems well deserved.

The Black Panther Party Service to the People Programs. Edited by David Hilliard. 
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008. Illustrations. ix + 158 pp. 
$19.95 paper.

Reviewed by Jeffrey O. G. Ogbar, Associate Professor of History, University of 
Connecticut.

A renewed interest in the Black Power movement in scholarly circles has cre-
ated what is increasingly known as “Black Power studies.” From national confer-
ences and undergraduate and graduate classes to new and innovative scholarship, 
academics have been exploring the movement with expanding interest over the 
last several years. No group from this period has received as much attention as the 
Black Panther Party. Before the important volume The Black Panther Party Reconsid-
ered, edited by Charles Jones (1998), the BPP was often viewed as a band of wild-
eyed, violent, immature, misogynistic militants by the laziest of examinations. 
And the popular historical snapshot of the Panthers in high school and college 
survey textbooks generally reduces the organization to violent rhetoric and police 
shootouts, leaving little information on the wider scope of Panther service activi-
ties that were more common for Panthers than target practice. Alternatively, the 
Party’s defenders have, at times, offered a corrective that tends to view the group 
as idealistic noble revolutionaries (or even reformists) who sacrificed youth, life, 
and comfort to serve the people. This book represents the agenda of the latter. A 
reprint of a 1970s CoEvolutionary Quarterly special issue on the BPP written by the 
Panthers, the book provides a useful primary source for the BPP’s community 
service programs.

An ideologically dynamic group that evolved from being a self-described black 
nationalist group to revolutionary nationalist and ultimately “intercommunalist” 
organization, the Black Panther Party, founded in Oakland in 1966, spread across 
the country, reaching a peak of around 5,000 members in over thirty chapters. 
From policing the police to free breakfast and sickle cell testing programs, the 
Panthers inspired many young people of various ethnic backgrounds, domestically 
and abroad. Most of the members were women by 1968 and in1970 the Panthers 
became the first national coed black organization to declare its support for the 
Women’s Liberation movement and the Gay Liberation movement. With alliances 
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with Asian American, Latino, white, and Native American radicals, it viewed itself 
as a vanguard of revolutionary nationalism. By 1973, however, with over twenty 
Panthers killed, many more imprisoned, and violent internecine disputes taking 
their toll, most chapters shut down, as leadership shifted focus to local electoral 
politics in Oakland. By 1982 the Black Panther Party ended its last program. 

The book’s presentation and format showcase the Panthers’ effort to promote 
their “survival programs,” which reflect an essential component of the Panthers’ 
history. In Part One, which comprises the bulk of the book, the text offers the best 
detail available on the programs. Though uneven in level of detail, the descriptions 
work well to promote the BPP and its tempered image cultivated by leader Huey P. 
Newton following his release from prison in 1970.

Though it is not revealed in this book, these programs were not embraced en 
toto by Panther membership. Minister of Information Eldridge Cleaver famously 
insisted from exile that the BPP should be passing out more guns instead of more 
free chickens. Cleaver was expelled by Newton in 1971 for openly challenging the 
emphasis on these programs. Not totally disavowing revolutionary politics, the 
programs functioned to sustain poor people until revolution was viable. Moreover, 
these programs were designed to foment revolution by exposing shortcomings in 
the extant system.   

Though the book is a descriptive narrative, its structure does not make the 
broader scope of these programs clear. Some activities included are mere proposals 
or trial programs. Taken as a whole, however, these programs reflected the BPP’s 
identification of a wide array of specific exigencies in the black community from 
health care, to women’s self-defense, to plumbing, with a broader eye to human 
rights and basic survival. Some programs mirrored those of the most conservative 
civil rights organizations, like the National Urban League. Programs encouraged 
people to register to vote and invest in sartorial standards that could increase em-
ployment: “dress and good grooming are very important to prospective employ-
ers” (p. 66). The recommended guidelines for implementation further reflect the 
BPP’s populist thrust, encouraging everyday people to seize the time and empower 
themselves.

In addition to the array of survival programs, the book includes poetry and 
political writing from Panthers, including Huey P. Newton. The book, written 
decades ago by Panthers as a contemporaneous corrective, functions as a new cor-
rective for a new audience fascinated by the iconoclast organization. To be sure, 
as a primary source, it reflects a broad and ambitious service agenda that is rarely 
explored in detail in scholarship on the group. 

America’s New Downtowns: Revitalization or Reinvention? By Larry R. Ford. Bal-
timore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003. Bibliography, index, and 
notes. vii + 340 pp. $50.00 cloth. 

Reviewed by Hillary Jenks, Assistant Professor, Portland State University.

Larry R. Ford’s examination of American city centers at the end of the twentieth 
century joins several acclaimed works of urban history, planning, and morphology 
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(including Cities and Buildings: Skyscrapers, Skid Rows, and Suburbs, also by Ford) in 
the “Creating the North American Landscape” series at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Press. America’s New Downtowns offers detailed observation and comparative 
analysis of the downtown physical and social infrastructure of sixteen mid-size 
cities, including Atlanta, Seattle, Minneapolis, San Diego, Denver, Baltimore, St. 
Louis, and Cleveland. Framed by the theoretical and practical questions of urban 
geography, addressing key issues of planning practice, and illustrated by dozens of 
well-chosen photographs, Ford’s prescriptive definition and discussion of down-
towns should be of interest to professionals and academics in the fields of urban 
planning, architecture and landscape architecture, historic preservation, and 
urban geography. 

Ford, a geography professor at San Diego State University, wrote the book in 
part to respond to the narratives of urban decline so prevalent in mass media and 
popular culture during the 1980s and 1990s. Indeed, the first two chapters of the 
book are devoted to debunking what Ford calls “the myth of a golden age” (p. 22) 
of downtowns, and presenting his own take on the historical evolution of the ur-
ban core from its relatively short-lived role in the late nineteenth and early twenti-
eth centuries as a highly centralized, business-oriented district to its current form 
and function as “settings for lifestyles as much as places to earn a living” (p. 2). He 
quite rightly points out that “downtown,” while a major focus of urban planners 
and politicians because of the value of its real estate and commerce to municipal 
tax revenue, lacks even a commonly accepted definition, sometimes indicating 
only the central business district but often incorporating adjacent and overlapping 
tourist and residential areas. Ford’s goal, then, is to provide a fine-grained descrip-
tion of several urban centers of similar size to help produce such a definition, along 
with an analysis of those features which make for successful downtowns (spaces 
that people use and enjoy and which generate revenue), and those which fail to do 
so. 

Chapters Three through Five of America’s New Downtowns consist of this de-
scription and discussion of the sixteen case study locations, as ranked by Ford on 
ten variables: physical site, street morphology, civic space, office space and skyline, 
retail anchors, hotels and convention facilities, major attractions, historic districts 
and support zones, residential activity and variety, and transit options. Recogniz-
ing that his approach combines objective and subjective criteria, Ford appropri-
ately shares his own biases and assumptions, admitting to an affinity for “tradi-
tional, compact downtowns” of “attractive buildings” and “lively plazas” while 
also pointing out the pragmatic need for “convention centers and parking garages” 
that “do not always reflect and may even contradict” his stated preferences (p. 14). 
The final chapter of the book presents Ford’s conclusions, which take the form of 
a model of spatial organization for contemporary downtowns: roughly linear and 
organized by thematically-defined zones of entertainment and consumption, and 
marked by public and privatized spaces competing to be the “real” centers of activ-
ity, large-footprint “image making” amenities, and lessened concern over crime 
and congestion (pp. 291-92). 

The transformation of many urban cores in the years since Ford conducted his 
research in the late 1990s is certainly astonishing; loft districts and hip eateries, 
even in cities that had struggled for decades with downtown depopulation, pollu-
tion, and disinvestment, have become the common landscape of contemporary ur-
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ban America. These developments support Ford’s assertion that downtowns have 
been “reinvented” with new forms and functions rather than merely revitalized as 
central business districts. However, the crises over affordable housing, service pro-
vision, and land use policies that have recently rocked many cities (including sev-
eral described by Ford) demonstrate that the political and social consequences of 
downtown gentrification are far broader and more severe than Ford’s rather terse 
dismissal of them here acknowledges. This noticeable limitation may be a result of 
Ford’s methodology, in which he supplemented his own observations with those 
of other planners and academics but failed to interview any residents, workers, 
or tourists about their experiences in, and opinions about, particular downtowns. 
Nevertheless, America’s New Downtowns offers a useful collection of comparative 
data about the urban centers of several regionally distinct mid-size cities, so often 
neglected in our megalopolis-focused scholarship, on the edge of a period of rapid 
change. In particular, readers of this journal will appreciate Ford’s clear-eyed and 
informative sections on San Diego. 
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BOOK NOTES

Hollywood’s Cold War. By Tony Shaw. Amherst: University of Massachusetts 
Press, 2007. 336 pp. Bibliography and index. $29.95 paper. This volume analyzes 
the content and context of Cold War-era Hollywood films to explore the interac-
tion between the motion picture industry and the perceived threat of domestic and 
international communism.

Immigration at the Golden Gate: Passenger Ships, Exclusion, and Angel Island. By 
Robert Eric Barde. Westport, Conn: Praeger, 2008. xv + 285 pp. Illustrations, bibli-
ography, and index. $49.95 cloth. Robert Barde’s monograph discusses the experi-
ences of Chinese and Japanese steamship passengers who attempted to enter the 
United States through the Angel Island immigration station.

John Mackay: Silver King in the Gilded Age. By Michael J. Makley. Reno: University 
of Nevada Press, 2009. xi + 270 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, and index. 
$34.95 cloth. This biography examines the life of an Irish immigrant who made his 
fortune in Nevada’s Comstock Lode and then became a leading figure in banking 
and the telegraph industry.

Placing Memory: A Photographic Exploration of Japanese American Internment. Pho-
tographs by Todd Stewart. Essays by Natasha Egan and Karen J. Leong. Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 2008. 134 pp. Photographs, maps, and bibliography. 
$34.95 cloth. Stewart’s present-day photographs of the camps are combined with 
some made by the War Relocation Authority during the camps’ operation to sug-
gest the physical reality of internment. The essays by Egan and Leong as well as 
an afterword by former Manzanar internee John Tateishi complement the volume’s 
visual rwecord.

The Radical Jack London: Writings on War and Revolution. Edited and with an intro-
duction by Jonah Raskin. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008. xi + 285 pp. 
Illustrations, bibliography, and index. $60.00 cloth. $24.95 paper. The selections pre-
sented here highlight the radicalism of one of California’s most influential authors. 
Editor Raskin provides introductory comments that offer biographical information 
and explain the social and political contexts that informed London’s work.

Rocky Mountain Heartland: Colorado, Montana, and Wyoming in the Twentieth Cen-
tury. By Duane A. Smith. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2008. xiv + 304 pp. 
Illustrations, notes, and index. $50 cloth. $22.95 paper. Smith, a professor of history 
at Fort Lewis College, presents a chronological account of the twentieth-century 
history of three Rocky Mountain states.
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